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ADVERTISEMENT. 

MR. Fljetcher never 
wrote for a party; 
and Kis writings therefore 
Plight to h& ' B^kgf<;Arc^ 
they are cdle^ed with that 
reprd which is due to his 
^reat ^dgment and (lacer 
rity. 
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CHARACTERS 

O F T H E 

AUTHOR. 



Frein a • MS. in the Library of the, late 
Thomas Rawlinson, E% 

ANDREW FLErCHER 
of Saltoufty is a Gentleman 
of a good ejiate in Scotland^ at^ 
tended with the improvement of a 

* Intitlcd, ShortpoHticalCharaacrs of the chief 
of the Lords and Commons of England, of the 
then Miniflry, and the mod noted Officers both by 
Sea and Land: Of the foreign Minifters, and No- 
bility and Gentry of Scotland before the Union of 
the two Kingdoms. 

good 
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CHARACTERS, ^c, 

^ood education. He was knight of 
the Jbire for Lothian to that par-- 
liamenty where the Duke of York 
was Commifftoner in the reign of 
King Charles II. and openly op- 
pofed the arbitrary dejigns of that 
Prince^ and the fatal bill ofAccef- 
Jion ; which obliged him wifely to re-* 
tire^ jirfi to England^ and then to 
HoUand. 

The Duke of Tork could not for- 
give his behaviour in that parlia- 
ment ; they fummoned him to ap- 
pear at Edinburgh^ which he not 
daring to doy was declared traitor ^ 
and his ejlate confifcated: he retired 
to Hungary y and ferved feveral 
campaigns under the Duke of Lor- 
rain: he returned to Holland after 
the death of King Charles II. and 
came over to England with the Duke 
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ofMsntttbuth ; hdd the misfoHuni 
to fioai ibe mayor df Lime afUr his 
laming J and on it feiurHed agaift 
t$HoUand\ and camt &Oir dt the 
Resolution with the Prince of O- 
range. 

He is fi ^iealous an ajfertor of 
the liberties of the people, that be 
ts too jealous of the gr&doing power 
of all princes', in whom he thinks 
ambition fo natural^ that he is not 
for trufiing the hefl of primes 
with the poller which ill ones may 
make ttfe of dgdinfl the people: be- 
lieves all princes were fHade by^ and 
for the good of the people I dnd 
thinks princes fhould hd^e nopoweY 
but that of doing goad, ^is made 
him oppofi King Charles -, invddi 
King Jdmes'y and oppofe the giv^ 
ingfo much power to King WillidtHy 

whom 
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'soboni he nwer wculd fervni, nor 

does he ever come into the adiHini-* 

ftratitm of this ^een: but ftanda 

up a fiout pillar for the conJUtuiion 

of the parliament of Scotland, 

He is a Gentleman fieady in 
his principles^ of nice honour^ naith 
abundance of learning : brave as 
tbefword he wears^ and bold ai a 
Horn a fure frhnd^ and an irre-* 
concileable enemy : fioould l(fe his 
life readily to fefVe his country *y 
and would not do a bafe thing td 
fofUe it. His thoughts are large ai 
to religion^ and could never be 
brought mthin the boundi of any 
particular fett. Nor will he hi 
undef the difUnBion of a Whig or 
Tory ; faying, thofe names are ufed 
t9 cloak the knaves of both, 

A 4 His 
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His notions of government, hovh 
ever, are too fine fpun', and can 
hardly be lived up to hy men fub- 
jeSi to the common frailties of na- 
ture; neither will he give allow 
ance for extraordinary Emergen' 
cies : witnefs the Duke of Shrewf- 
bury, with whom he had always 
been very intimate", yet the Dulur 
coming to be Secretary of Jlate a 
fecond time, purely tofave his coun- 
try, this Gentleman would never be 
in common, charity with him after- 
wards. And my Lord Spencer, now 
Lord Sunderland, for voting for 
the army, was ufed by that man 
much after the fame manner. 

He hath wrote fome very good 
things ', but they are not publijh^d 
in his name : he hath a very good 
genius, A low, thin man, of a 

brown 
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hxnm complexion \ full of fire \ 
with a flem^ four look 5 and fifty 
years old. 



n. 

LocKHARt*s Meinoirs, p.68. 

ANDREW FLETCHER 
of Saltouny inthefirft part 
of his lifey did improve himfelf 
to a great degree hy reading and 
travelling: he was always a great 
admirer of both ancient and modern 
republich \ and therefore the more 
difpledfed at fome fteps which ha 
thought wrong in King Charles the 
feconds reign ; whereby he drem 
upon himfelf the enmity of the mi- 
niflers of that government : to a- 
void the evil confequences of whichy 

he 
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ke iveftf abroad I during mohich 
timSi his enemies malice ftiU con>>» 
tinning, he was uponjlight^ frivth 
lous pretences, fummoned to appear 
before the privy-council ; and their 
dejigns to ruin him being too appa- 
rent^ he was fo enraged-, that he 
concurred, and came over with the 
Duke of Monmouth, when he in- 
vaded England', upon nbhich He 
teas forfeited. Thereafter he camB 
over with the Prince of Orangey 
but that Prince was not mat^ 
months in England, tillbefaw his 
defignsi and left him, and eVer 
thereafter hated, and appeared as 
much againfl him as any in th& 
kingdom. Being ekSHed a parlia^ 
ment-man in the year 1703. he 
fhewed a fincere and honeji incli^ 
nation towards the hontfur and in^ 

terefk 
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titifl &f hs c&untry. the thdu^hn 

of BiHgtehtd' i domineering ovef Scot^ 

landf '^as what hii~ generous fitd 

c6uld mt amay- with, The indig* 

nitiei and ofprejfion Scotland lay 

under y gauld him to the heart* S& 

that in his learned and elaborate 

difcourfes, he expfid them mtb 

-Undaunted courage^ and pathetical 

Slo^uefice* He was hlejfed with & 

foul that hated and defpifed what" 

m>er was mean and unbecoming a 

Gentleman 5 and was fo fiedfaji to 

^hat he thought right, that no ha^ 

zard nor advantagCi no, not the 

ufitHjcrfal emfirt-, nor the gold of 

America, Could tempt him to yield 

or defert //« And I may affirm^ 

that in his life he ne^er once pur- 

fued a miafuri with the frofpeSi 

of any hy-^rid io himfelf no further 

than 
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than be judged it for the cotHmon 
benefit and advantage of bis coun- 
try. He was majierof the Englijby 
Latifii Greeki French, and Ita- 
lian languages ; and well verfed in 
bijloryy the tivil law, and all kinds 
of learning : and as be was uni- 
verfally accomplijhedy be employed 
bis talents for the good of man- 
kind. He was a JlriSl and nice 
obferver of all the points of honour ^ 
and his word facred^ as brave as 
bisfword'y and hadfome experience 
in the art of war, having in his 
younger years beenfome time a vor 
lunteer in both the land andfeafer- 
vice. In his travels be had fludied, 
and came to underjiand the refpec- 
tive interefis of thefeveral Princes 
and States of Europe, In bis pri- 
vate confBcrfation affedfle to bis 

friends. 
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friends, (but could not endure to 
cojwerfe tvitb thofe he thought ene- 
mies to their country) dndfreeafaU 
manner office* He had dpenetrat- 
ingy clear and lively apprehenfion ^ 
but fo extremely isDedded to his ffom 
opinionsy that there were few (and 
thofe too mufi be bis beloved friends^ 
and of whom he had a good opi- 
nion) he could endure to reafon a- 
gainft him ; and did for the moft 
part fo clofely and unalterably ad- 
here to what he advanced, (which 
ifias frequently very fingular) that 
he would break with his party be- 
fore he would alter the leaf; jot of his 
fchemes and maxims ? and therefore 
it was impoffible that anyfett of men, 
that did not give up themf elves to 
he abfolutely direSied by him, to 
pkafehimyfo as to carry him along 

in 
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iff all points. And tbmce if c4m9 
t9 fa^Si that he pfun in th^ p^ry 
liamgm ftuck cUfe n th mmtry 
pttrty^ sndwm their ^\c%-9.<i. Ha 
maah md(ful>t-i m emft^ tg^U fff^ 
narcbical goverfments j i^ Imfi 
ihmgbf fhy wanted t9 h much r$-r 
firmed : hut I do very well beUe^g^ 
hi$ averjjm to the Englijb and tk^ 
Unim ^fis fi greafi in re/^enge i^ 
thorny he 'would have fided wkh th 
Royal Family s hut as that was js^ 
fubjeB not fit t9 he entered upm 
^ith him, this is only a mtjeSiut^ 
from /ome innuendo* s I bam bjsard 
him make s hut fi for is certain^ 
be likedi csnmendedy and converfi4 
with high-fying Tmes, more thass 
any other fett of meny acknowledgr 
ing them to be the befi anintrym&i, 
4wd of wofibQn$urj snt^ity^ an^ 

ingenuity. 
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ingenuity. To fUm up all\ he was 
alearnedy gallmh homftt ande^e- 
ry ^her way well accomplijhed Qetk- 
tleman : and if ever a man pro- 
pofes to ferve and merit well of 
iis country) let him place his cour- 
ragjSi.%eflly and conftancy as a fat^ 
t^rn hf ore him j and think bin^elf 
fufficiently applauded and reward- 
£id, if he okiam the ehar/iBer of he^ 
ing //>5^ Andrew Fletcher of 
Saltoun. 
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DISCOURSE 

O F 

GOVERNMENT 

WitK relation to 

MILITIA'S. 

THERE is not perhaps in hu- 
mane afiairs any thing fo unac- 
.countable as the indignity and 
cruelty with which the far greater part 
of mankind fufFer themfelvcs to be ufed 
under pretence of government. For 
fomc men fallly perfuading themfelvcs 
that bad governments are advantageous to 
them, as moft conducmg to gratify their 
ambitton, avarice and luxury, fct them- 
B 2 felves 
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i|; ^ Difcourfe of Government 
fclves with the utmoft art and violence to 
procure their eftabliflament : and by fuch 
men almoft the whole world has been 
trampled under foot, and fubjefted to ty- 
ranny, for want of underftanding by what 
means and methods they were cnflaved. 
For though mankind take great care and 
pains to inftrucft themfel vcs in other arts and 
(ciences, yet very few apply themfelves to 
confider the nature of government, an 
enquiry fb ufeful and neceffary both to 
magiftrate and people. Nay, in moft 
countries the arts of ftate being altoge- 
ther dirc^cd either to enflavc the people^ 
or to keep them under flavery ; it is be- 
come almoft every where a crime to ret- 
fon about matters of government. But 
if mm would beftow a fmall part of the 
tiii^e and application which they throw 
away upon curious but ufel^fs ftudies, or 
endlefs gaming, in pemfing thofe excel-^ 
lent rules and examples of government 
which the antients have left us, they 
would foon be enabled to difcover all fuch 
9\>\ik% wd corruptions as tend to the ruia 

of 
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of publick Ibcieties. 'Tis therefore very 
/Irange that they fhould think ftudy and 
knowledge necef&ry in every thing they 
go about, except in the nqblcft and moft 
ufeful of all applications, the art of go- 
vernment. 

Now if any man in compaffion to the 
mileries of a people fliould endeavour to 
difabufe them in any thing relating to go- 
vernment, he will certainly incur the 
difpleafure, and perhaps be purfued by the 
rage of thofc, who think they find their 
account in the oppreGion of the world; 
but will hardly fucceed in his endeavours 
to undeceive the multitude. For the ge- 
nerality of all ranks of men arc cheated 
by words and names ; and provided the 
antient terms and outward forms of any 
government be retained, let the nature of 
it be never fo much altered, they conti- 
nue to dream that they ihall flill enjoy 
their former liberty, and are not to be 
awakened till it prove too late. Of this 
there are many remarkable examples in 
hiftory ; bm that particular inftance which 
B 3 I have 
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6 A Difcourfe of Gwefnmmt 
I have chofen to infift on, as moft fuita- 
blc to my purpofc, is, the alteration of 
govemnaent which happened in moft 
countries of Europe about the year 1500. 
And *tis worth obfervation,that though this 
change was fatal to their liberty, yet it 
was not introduced by the contrivance of 
ill-defigning naen ; nor were the mifchie- 
vous confequences perceived^ imlefs per-* 
haps by a few wife men, who, ifthcyfaw 
it, wanted power to prevent it. 

Two hundred years being already paf- 
fed fince this alteration began, Europe has 
felt the eflfedls of it by fad experience ; 
and the true caufes of the change are now 
become more vifible. 

To lay open this matter in its full ex- 
tent, it will be necefl&ry to look farther 
back, and examine the original and con- 
ftitution of thofe governments that were 
cftabliflied in Europe about the year 400, 
and continued till this alteration. 

When the Goths, Vandals, and other 
warlike nations^ had at different times, 
and under different leaders^ overrun the 

wcftern 
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Weilfern parts of the Romai> empire, they 
fatroduced the following form of govern- 
inent into all the nations they Ibbdued. 
The general of the army became king 
of the conquered country ; aind the con- 
queft being abfolute, he divided the lands 
amongft the great officers of his army, ^ 
Jterwards called barons ; who again parcel- 
led out their feveral territories in ftnaller 
portions to the inferiour foldiers that had 
followed them in the wars, and who 
tVien became tKeir vaffals, enjoying thofe 
iands for military /ervice. The king rc- 
icrved to himfelf fome demefhes for the 
maintenance of his court and attendance. 
When this was done, there was «b longer 
any {landing army kept on foot, but every 
man went to live upon his own lands; 
and when the defence of the coimtry re- 
quired an army, the king funlmoned the 
barons to his ftandard, who came attend- 
^ with their vaffals. Thus were the ar- 
mies of Europe compofed for about eleven 
hundred years ; and this conftitutiori of 
government put the fword into the hands 
B 4 of 
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jS^ A Difcourfe of Government 
of the fubjedt, becaufe the vai&ls depend- 
ed more immediately on the barons than 
on the king, which efFecShially fecured 
the freedom of thofe governments. For 
the barons could not make ufe of their 
power to deftroy thofe limited monarchies, 
without deftroying their own grandeur; 
por could the king invade their privileges, 
having no other forces than the vaflals of 
his own demefhes to rely upon foi; his 
fupport in fuch an attempt. 

I LAY no great ftrefs on any other limi- 
tations of thofe monarchies; nor do I 
think any fo cflential to the liberties of 
the people, as that which placed the Iword 
in the hafids of the fubjea. And fince in 
our time moft princes of Europe are in 
pofleffion of tte fword, by ftanding mer- 
cenary forces kept up in time of peace, 
abfolutely depending/upon them, I iay 
that, all fuch governments are changed 
from monarchies to tyrannies. Nor can 
the power of granting or refufing money, 
though vefted in the fubjca;, be a fufficient 
fccUrity for liberty, where a ftanding mer- 
cenary 
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cenaiy army is kept up in time of peace: 
foi he that is armed, is always mafter of 
the purie of him that is unarmed. And 
not only that government is tyrannical, 
which is tyrannically exercifed ; but all 
governments are tyrannical, which have 
not in their conftitution a fufficient fecu- 
rity againft the arbitrary power of the 
prince. 

I DO not deny that thefe limited mo* 
narchies, durmg the greatnefs of the ba- 
rons, had fome dcfeds: I know few go-^ 
ycvnmtnt^ ivtt from them. But after all, 
there was a balance that kept tho/e go- 
vernments fteady, and an- effectual provi- 
iSon againft the encroachtweiits of the 
crown. I do lefs pretend that the prefent 
governments can be reftored to the con- 
ftimtlon before mentioned. The follow- 
ing difcourfe will (hew the impoffibility 
of it. My defign in the firft place is; to 
explain the nature of the paft and prefent 
governments of Europe, and to difabufe 
thofe who think them the fame, bccaufe 
they are called by the fame names ; and 

who 
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io A JDifcourJi of Oovernmetif 
who ignorantly clamour againft fuch aS 
would prefcrve that liberty whith is yet 
left 

In order to this, and for a further and 
clearer illuftration of the matter, I fliall 
deduce from their original, the caufes, 
occafions, and the complication of thofe 
manyunforefeen accidents; which falling 
out much about the fame time, produced 
fo great a change. And it will at firft 
fight feem very ftrange, when I fliall name 
die reftoration of learning, the invention 
of printing, of the needle and o£ gunpow- 
der, as the chief of them; things in them- 
felves fo excellent, and which, the laft 
only excepted, might have proved of in- 
finite advantage to the world, if their 
remote influence upon government had 
been obviated by fuitable remedies. Such 
odd confequences, and of iuch a difierent 
nature, accompany extraordinary inven- 
tions of any kind. 

Constantinople being taken by Ma- 
homet the fecond, in the year 1453, J^any 
learned Greeks fled over into Italy ; where 

the 
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the favourable reception they found from 
the popes, princes, and republicks of that 
country, foon introduced amongft the bet- 
ter fort of men, the ftudy of the Greek 
tongue, and of the antient authors in 
that language. About the fame time 
likemfe fome learned men began to reftore 
the purity of the Latin tongue. But that 
which moft contributed to the advance- 
ment of all kind of learning, and efpeci- 
ally the ftudy of the antients, was the art 
of pimtrng •, which was brought to a great 
degree of perfeQion a few years after. 
By this means their books became com- 
mon, and their arts generally underftood 
and admired. But as mankind from a 
natural propenfion to pleafure, is always 
ready to chufe out of every thing what 
may moft gratify that vicious appetite; 
lb the arts which the Italians lirft applied 
themfclves to improve, were principally 
Aofe that had been fubfervient to the 
luxury of the antients in the moft corrupt 
ages, of which they had many monu- 
ments ftill remaining. Italy was prefent- 

\y 
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12 A Difcourfe of Government 
\y filled with architedts, painters and 
fculptorsj and a prodigious expencc was 
jnade in buildings, pidures and ftatues. 
Thus the Italians began to come off from 
their frugal and military way of living, 
and addicted themfelves to the purfuit of 
refined and expenfive pleafures, as much 
as the wars of thofe times would permit. 
This infeSion fpread itfelf by degrees into 
the neighbouring nations. But thcfe things 
alone had not been fufficient to work fo 
great a change in government, if a pre- 
ceding invention, brought into common 
ufe about that time, had not produced 
more new and extraordinary efifedts than 
any had ever done before 3 which proba- 
bly may have many confequences yet un- 
forefeen, and a farther influence upon the 
manners of men, as long as the world 
lafts; I mean, the invention of the needle, 
by the help of which navigation was greatly 
improved, a paflTage opened by fea to the 
Eaft-Indies, and a new world difcovered. 
By this means the luxury of Afia and 
America v^s added to that of the antients; 
2 and 
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and all ages, and all countries concurred 
to fink Europe into an abyfs of pleafures y 
which were rencjred the more expenfive 
by a perpetual change of the falhions in 
clothes, equipage and fiir;iiture of houfes. 
These things brought a total altera- 
tion in the way of living, upon which all 
government depends. 'Tis true, know- 
ledge being niightily increafed, and a great 
curiofity and nicety in every thing intro- 
duced, men imagined themfelves to be 
gainers m a\\ points, by changing from 
their frugal and military way of living, 
which I mufl: confcis had fome mixture 
of rudenefs and ignorance in it, though not. 
infeparable from it. But at the fame time 
they did not confider the unfpeakable evils 
that arc altogether infeparable from an 
expenfive way of living. 

To touch upon all thefe, though flight- 
ly, would carry me too far from my 
fubjpd; I fhall therefore content my 
felf to apply what ha§ been laid, te the 
immediate defign of this difcourfe. 

Th» 
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The far greater (hare of alt thofe cx- 
pences fell upon the barons } for they 
V9ttt the perfons moft able to make 
thein» and their dignity feemed to chal- 
lenge whatever might diftinguifh them 
from other men. This plunged them on 
a fiidden into fo great debts, that if they 
£d fK>t fell, or otherwife alienate their 
lands, they found themfclves at* leafl: 
obliged to turn the military fervice their 
vaffals owed them, into money 5 partly 
by way of rent, and partly by way of 
leafe» or fine, for pajrmcnt of their cre- 
ditors. And by this means the vafial 
having his lands no longer at (o eafy a 
rate as before, could no more be obliged 
to military fervice, and fo became a te- 
nant. Thus the armies, which in pre- 
cediag times had been always compofed 
of fuch men as thefe, ceafed of courfe, 
and the fivord fell out of the hands of 
the barons. But there being always a 
necefiity to provicte for the defence of 
every country, princes were afterwards 
allowed to raife armies of voluntiers 
2 wA 
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mfh relation ta Militia* s. 15 
^d mercenaries. And great ilims were 
ffven by diets and parliaments for their 
roaifltenapcc, to be levied upon ^e peo- 
ple grown rich by trade^ and 4i%irite4 
tor want of mUitary exerciie. Suct^ 
forces were at ftrft only raifed for pre-r 
lent exigenpeS| and continued no longer 
qn foot than the occasions lafted- B\x% 
princes foon found pretences to makq 
them perpetual, thp c^ief of which was 
the garifoning frontier towns and for-^ 
treffes % tVve xxve^thoda of war being aln 
tprcd to the tedious and phaigeable way 
of fieges, principally by the? invention qf 
gunpowder. The officers ap4 foldiers 
of thefe mercenary armies? depending for 
their fubfiftence and prefermpn^ as im- 
mediately upon the prince^ as the for- 
mer militia's did upon the b^ron^ th^ 
powpr of the fword was transferred from 
the fubjea to the Ipng, apd w« grew, 
a conftant trade to live by. Nay, paany 
of the barons themfelves being reduced 
to poverty by their ejfpenfive way of 
living^ took commands in thofe merce- 
nary 
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x6 A Difcourfe of Govemmenf 
nary troops; and being ftiU contmued he- 
reditary members of diets, and other af- 
femblies of ftate, after the lofs of their 
vaflals, whom they formerly reprefented, 
they were now the readieft of all others to 
load the people with heavy taxes, which 
were employed to encreafe the prince's 
military power, by guards, armies, and 
citadels, beyond bounds or remedy. 

Some princes vnth much impatience 
preffed on to arbitrary power before 
things were ripe, as the kings of France 
and Charles duke of Burgundy. Philip 
de Commines fays of the latter, * That 

< having made a truce with the King of 
« France he called an affembly of the 
« eftatw of his country, and remonftrated 
« to them the prejudice he had fuftained 

< by not having ftanding troops as that' 
« king had} that if five hundred men 

< had been in garifon upon their fi-on- 
* tier, the king of France would never 
« have undertaken that war 5 and having' 
« reprefented the mifchiefs that were 
« ready to fall upon them for want of 

« fuch 



Digitized by 



Google 



with relation to Militia's. if 

* fuch a force, he earneftly prefled thcni 
' to grant fuch a fum as would main- 
^ tain eight hundred lances. At length 

* they gave him' a hundred and twenty 

* thoufand crowns more than his ordi- 

* nary revenue, (from which tax Bur- 

* gundy was exempted.) But his fubjedls 

* were for many reafons under great ap- 

* prehenfions of falling into the fubjec- 

* jedtion to which they faw the kingdom 

* of France already reduced by means 

* of fuch troops. And truly their apprc- 

* hcniions were not ill-grounded^ for 

* when he had got together five or fix 
^ hundred men at arms, he preiently had 

* a mind to more, and with them dif. 

* mrbed the peace of all his neighbours : 

* He augmented the tax from one hun- 

* dred and twenty to five hundred thou- 

* land crowns, and increafed the numbers 

* of thofe men at arms, by whom his fub- 

* jeQs were greatly oppreft. Francis de 
Beaucaire bifhop of Metz in his hiftory of 
France j^eaking of the fame affair, fays, 

* That the forefaid ftates could not be in^- 

C ' duccd 
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* duccd to maintain mercenary forces 

* being fenfible of th^e difficulties into 

* which the commonalty of France ha4 

* brought thcmfclvcs by thjB like con-» 

* ccflion ; that princes might increafe 

* thpir force3 at pleafure, and fometimcs 

* (evcft yjjrh^n they had obtained money) 
,' pay them ill, to the vexwioA and de^ 

* ftruijtipaof the poor people ; and like* 

* vpfe ^ha? kings and princes not con-^ 

* tented with, their an,tijent patrimony^ 

* were always reqidy under this pretext 

* to break in upon the pToperti^ of all 

* men, and to roife vjrhpt n^ofiey they 

* ples^fed That neyerthelefs they gave 

* hirti ^ hundred and twenty tboufand 

* crowns yearly, which he fopa ipcreafed 

* to fiye hundred tboufand: but thatByr-r 
« gutidy (which was the amient domiT 

* nion of that family) retained its an, 
c tient Uberty, and could by no means 
< be obliged to pay any part of this new 

* tax. Tis true, Philip de Commines 
fiil^pins to t)ie forecited paflage, that he 
believes ftanding forces ndiay be. well emr 

ployed 
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with rdaiion to Mtitiifs, 19 
plo/ed under a wife king or prince ; but 
that if he be not {o^ or leaves hi^ chil- 
dren young, the ufe that he or their 
goveriiQurs mak^ of them, i$ not sdwaya 
{H-pfiitable either for the king or his fub^ 
jec^s. If this addition be his own, and not 
rather an infertion added by the prcfident 
of the parliament of Paris, who publiihed, 
and, as the forefaid Francis de Beauca^e 
fays he wa^ credibly infortned^ corrupted 
his memoirs, yet experience (hews him 
to be miilaVen : For the example of his 
ma/ler Lewis the eleventh, whom upon 
many occafions he calls a wife prince, aqd 
thpfe of moft princes under whom ftand^ 
ing force? were firft allowed, demon-* 
ftratcs, that they are more dangerous 
wnder a wife prince than any other: 
And re^fpn tells us, that if they arc the 
only proper inftruments to introduce ar- 
bitrary power, a$ (hall be made plain, a 
cunnipg and able prince, who by the 
world is called a wife one> is more ca^ 
^ble of u£ng them to that end than 
a weak prince, or governours during a 
C 2 minority J 
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to A l)i/courfe of Government 
minority 5 and that a wife prince having 
once procured them to be eftabliftied, 
they will maintain themfelves uhder any. 

I AM not ignorant that . before this 
change, fubfidies were often given by 
diets, ftates and parliaments, and fome 
raifed by the edids of princes for main- 
taining wars ; but thefe were fmall, and 
no way fufEcient to fubfift fuch nume- 
rous armies . as thofe of the barons mi- 
litia. There were likewife mercenary 
troops fometimes entertained by princes 
who aimed at arbitrary power, and by 
fome commonwealths in time of war 
for their own defence ; but thefe were 
only ftrangers, or in very fmall num- 
bers, and held no proportion with thofe 
vaft armies of mercenaries which this 
change has fix d upon Europe to her af- 
flidion and ruiii. 

What I have faid hitherto has been 
always with regard to one or other, and 
often to moft countries in Europe. What 
follows will have a more particular re- 
gard to Britain j> where, though the power 

.of 
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with relation to Militia's. at 
of the barons be ccafed, yet no merce- 
nary troops are yet efttbliftied. Thereafon 
of which is, that England had before 
this great alteration loft all her conquefls 
in France, the town of Calais only ex- 
cepted 5 and that alfo was taken by the 
French before the change was thoiow- 
\y made. So that the Kings of Eng- 
land had no pretence to keep up ftand- 
ing forces, either to defend conquefts 
abroad, or to garifon a frontier towards 
France, fincc the fea was now become 
the only frontier between thofe two coun- 
tries. 

Neither could the frontier towards 
Scotland afford any colour to thofe prin- 
ces for raifing fuch forces, fince the 
Kings of Scotland had none ; and that 
Scotland was not able to give money 
for the fubfifling any confiderable num- 
ber. 'Tis true, the example of France, 
with which country Scotland had con- 
flant correfpondence, and fome French 
counfellors about Mary of Guifc, Queen 
dowager and regent of Scotland, in- 
C 3 duccd 



Digitized by 



Google 



22 A Difcwrfe of Gwtrtitnent 
induced her to propofc a tax for the fob- 
fifting of mercenary foldiers to be em- 
ployed for the defence of the frontier 
of Scotland ; and to eafe, as was pre- 
tended, the barons of that trouble* But 
in that honourable and wife rcmonftrancc, 
which was made by three hundred of the 
leiler barons (asmuchdifTatisfied with the 
lordsy 5vho 4^ their filence betrayed the 
publick liberty, as with the Regent her 
felf ) fhe was told, that their forefathers 
had defended themfelves and their for- 
tunes againft the Englifli, when that 
nation was much more powerful than 
they were at that time, and had made 
frequent incurfions into their country : 
That they themfelves had not fo far de- 
generated from their anceftors, to refufe, 
when occafion required, to hazard their 
lives and fortunes in the fervice of their 
tountry : That as to the hiring of mer- 
cenary foldiers, it was a thing of great 
danger to put the liberty of Scotland 
into the hands of men, who are of no 
fortunetj nor hate any hopes but in the 

publick 
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publfck calamity ; who for money would 
attempt any thing ; whofe exceffivc a- 
varice opportunity would inflame to a 
defirc of all manner of innovations, and 
whofe faith would foflow the wheel of 
fortune. That though thefe men fliould 
be more mindful of the duty they owe 
to their country, than of their own par- 
ticular intdreft, was it to be fuppoled, 
that mercenaries would fight more brave- 
ly for the defence of other mens for- 
txines, than the poffeflbrs would do for 
themielves or their own 5 or that a little 
money fhould excite their ignoble minds 
to a higher pitch of honour than that 
with which the barons are infpired, when 
they fight for the prefervation of their 
fortunes, wives and children, religion 
and liberty : That moft men did fufpcft 
and apprehend, that this new way of 
making war, might be not only ufelefs, 
but dangerous to the nation ; fince the 
Englifh, if they fhduld imitate the ex- 
ample, might, without any great trouble 
to their people, raife far greater fums 
C 4 for 
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24 A Difcourfe of Government 
for the maintenance of mercenary fol- 
diers, than Scotland could, and by this 
means not only fpoil and lay open the 
frontier, but penetrate into the bowels 
of the kingdom : And that it . was in 
the militia of t;hc barons their ancef- 
tors had placed their chief truft, for 
the defence of themfelves againft a greater 
power. 

By thefe powerful reafons being made 
fenfible of her error, the Queen defifted 
from her demands. Her daughter Queen 
Mary, who, as the great hiftorian fays, 
look'd upon the moderate government 
of a limited kingdom, to be difgraceful 
to monarchs, and upon the flavery of 
the people, as the freedom of kings, 
refolved to have guards about her per- 
fon ; but could not fall upon a way to 
CQmpafs them : for fhe could find no 
pretext, unlefs it were the empty fhow 
of magnificence which belong to a 
court, and the example of foreign prin^ 
ces ; Tor the former kings had always 
trufted themf?lves to the faith of the 

baronj. 
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barons. At length upon a falfc and ri- 
diculous pretence, of an intention in a 
certain nobleman to feize her pcrfon, 
/he afliimed them ; but they were foon 
abolifhed. Nor had her ion King James 
any other guards whilft he was King of 
Scotland only, than fprty gentlemen : 
And that King declares in the ad of par-, 
liament, by which they are cftablifhed, 
that he will not burden his people by 
any tax or impofition for their main- 
tenance, 

Henry the feventh. King of England, 
feems to have perceived /boner, and un- 
dcrftood better die alteration before-men- 
tioned, than any prince of his time, and 
obtained feveral laws to favour and faci- 
litate it. But his fucceflbrs were altoge- 
ther improper tofecond him: For Henry 
the eighth was an unthinking prince. The 
reigns of Edward the fixth, and Queen 
Mary, were fhort ; and Queen Elizabeth 
loved her people too well to attempt it. 
King James, who fucceeded her, was a 
ftranger in England, and of no intereft 

abroad. 
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abroad. King Charles the firft did indeed 
endeavour to make himfelf abfolute, 
though fomewhat prepofteroufly ; for he at* 
tempted to finze the purfe, before he was 
tnafter of the fword. But very wife men 
have been of opinbn, that if he had been 
poiTefled of as numerous guards as thofe 
•which were afterwards raifed, and con- 
ftantly kept up by King Charles the fe- 
cond, he might cafUy have fucceeded in 
his enterprise. For we fee that in thofe 
ftruggles which the country party had 
with King Charles the fccond, and in thofe 
endeavours they ufed to bring about that 
revolution which was afterwards compaA 
fed by a foreign power, the chief and in- 
fupcrable difficulty they met with, v^as 
from thofe guards. And though King 
James the fecond had provoked thefe na- 
tions to the Jaft degree, and made disown 
game as hard as poflible, not only by in- 
vading our civil liberties, but likewife by 
endeavouring to change the eftabliflied 
religion for another which the people ab- 
horred, whereby he loft their aflFcaions, 

, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



with relation h l^Uiia^Sw ay 
ixA even thofe of a great part of his 
army: Yet nbtwithftstnditig all this inif- 
management, Britain ftood m need of a 
foreign force to fevc it j and hbw dan^ 
gerous & remedjf that is, the hi^orks of 
all ages can witnels. 'Tis true, this cif- 
cutiiftance was favourable, tTiat a prince 
who had married the next heir to thefe 
kingdoms, was at the head of onr deli- 
verance : Yet did it engage iw in a long 
and expenfive war. And noW that wc 
are much impovctUhcd, and En^and by 
means of htr former riches ahd prefent 
poverty, fallen into all the corruptions 
which thofe great enemies of virtue, 
want, and' excefi of richeis can produce; 
that there are fuch niimbets of niiercenary 
forces on foot at home and abroad s that 
the grcateft part of the officers have no 
other way to fubfift ; that they are com- 
manded by a wife and adlive King, who 
has at his difpofal the formidable land and 
fea forces of a neighbouring nation^ the 
grfeat rival bf our trade; a King, Who by 
blood, relation, odier particular ties^ and 

common 
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common intereft, has the houfe of Auftria, 
moft of the princes of Germany, and po- 
tentates of the North, for his friends and 
allies; who can, whatever intereft he join 
with, do what he thinks fit in Europe ; 
I fay, if a mercenary ftanding army be 
kept up, (the firft of that kind, except 
thofe of the ufurper Cromwel, and the 
late King James, that Britain has feen for 
thirteen hundred years) I defire to know 
where the fecurity of the Britifli liberties 
lies, unlefs in the good will and pleafurc 
of the King : I defire to know, what real 
fecurity can be had againft ftanding armies 
of mercenaries, backed by the corruption 
of both nations, the tendency of the way 
of livmg, the genius of the age, and the 
example of the world. 

Having (hewn the diftcrence between 
the paft and prefent government of Britain, 
how precarious our liberties are, and how 
from having the beft fecurity for them 
we are in hazard of having none at all; 
'tis to be hoped that thofe who arc for 9 
2 ftanding 
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ftanding arm^, and •lofing no occafion of 
advancing and extending the prerogative, 
from a miftaken opinion that they eftablifti 
the anticnt government of thefe nations, 
will fee what fort of patriots they are. 

But we are told, that only ftanding 
mercenary forces can defend Britain from 
the perpetual' ftanding armies of France. 
However frivolous this aflertion be, as 
indeed no good argument can be brought 
to fupport it, either from reafon or ex- 
perience, as (hall be proved hereafter; 
yet allowing it to be good, what fecurity 
can the nations have that thefe ftanding 
forces fliall not at.fonie time or other be 
made ufe of to fupprefs the liberties of 
the people, though not in this king's time, 
to whom we owe their prefervation ? 
For I hope there is no man fo weak to 
think, that keeping up the arnay for a 
year, or for any longer time than the 
parliaments of both nations ftiall have 
engaged the publick faith to make good 
all deficiences of funds granted for their 
maintenance, is not the keeping them up 

^ for 
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for /ever. 'Tis a pnlM flijft in the un- 
(Jertaker^ for a ft^ndii^ army, to fay. 
We arie not for a ftanding army 5 we are 
gnly for an army from year to year, or till 
the Biiiitia be made ufeful. For Britaia 
cannot be in any h^ard from France ; 
at leafl; till that kingdom, fo n^oich at- 
baufled by war and pcrfecution, fliall 
have ^ breathing fpacc to recover. Be- 
fore that «n^ oi» militia'is will be in or^ 
der ; and in the mean time the fleet, Ber-: 
fides, no princ* ever furreniered fo great 
countries and fo many ftrong places, I 
i^all not iky 9 m order to make a new 
war; but as thefe men will have it, ta 
continue the iame. The French King ia 
old and difcafed, and was never willing 
ID hazard much by any bold attempt. If 
he, or the dauphin, upon his deceafe, may 
he fufpc6hcd of any farther defign, it muft 
be upon the Spanifli monarchy, in cafe of 
the death of diat King. And if it be ob- 
jeded, that we fliall ftand in need of an 
army, in fuch a conjundhire; I anfwcr, 
that our part in that, or in ^ny other fo- 
z reign 
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rdga war, vrill bp bcft manfigc4 by &^ 
as &all be &ewix hereafter* 

Let us then fee if mercenaiy armies 
bp not ^adly calculated to enO^ave ^ wv- 
tion. Which I think may be eafi^ 
proved, if we coniider that fuch troops 
ai^e generalty cpmpofed of men who mak^ 
a trade of war ; and having little or no 
patrimony, or ^ent what they once ha49 
enter into that employment in hopes of 
its continuance during liie, not at aU 
thjuJung Imow to make themfelves capable 
of any other. By which means heia^ 
and perpetual, .taxes muft be entailed fcK 
ever upon the people for thqir /ubfifteqcc; 
and fince all their relations ftand engaged 
to fupport their intereft, let all men judg^ 
if this will not prove a very unit^ and 
formidable party in a nation. 

But the undertakers muft pardon m^ 
if I tell them, that no well-conftimted 
government ever fuflfered any fuch meo 
in it, whofe intereft leads them to incir 
broil'the ftate in war, and are a ufeleis 
and infupportable burden in t^me of peac«. 

Venice 
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32 A Difcourfe of Government 
Venice or Holland are neither of them 
examples to prove th? contrary ; for had 
not their fituation been different from that 
of other countries, their liberty haid not 
continued to this time. And they fuffer 
no forces to remain within thofe inaccef- 
fible places, which are the chief feats of 
their power, Carthage, that had not 
thofe advantages of fituation, and yet ufed 
mercenary forces, was brought to the 
brink of ruin by them in a time of peace, 
beaten in three wars, and at laftfubdued 
by the Romans. If ever any government 
flood in need of fuch a fort of men, 'twas 
that of antient Rome, becaufe they were 
engaged in perpetual wan The argu- 
ment can never be fo ftrong in any other 
cafe. But the Romans well knowing fuch 
men and liberty to be incompatible, and 
yet being under a neceffity of having armies 
conftantly on foot, made frequent changes 
of the men that ferved in them,- who, 
when they had been fome time in the 
army, Were permitted to return to their 
pofTeflions, trades, or other employments. 

And 
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And to Jfliew how true a judgment that 
wife ftate made of this matter, it is fuf- 
ficient to obfcrve, that thofe who fub- 
vcrted that government, the greateft that 
ever was amongft men, found themfeives 
obliged to continue the fame ibldiers always 
in conftant pay and fervice. 

.If during the late war we had follow- 
ed {q wife a courfe as that of Rome, there 
had been thrice as many trained men in 
the nations as at prefent there are ; no 
difficulties about recruits, nor debates 
about keeping up armies in time of peace, 
because fomc men refblve to live by 
arms in time of peace, whether it be 
for the good of the nations or not. 
And fince fuch was the praftice of 
Rome, I hope no man will have the 
confidence to fay, that this method was 
not as efiedhaal for war as any othen If 
it be objedted, that Rome had perpetual 
wars, and therefore that might be a good 
pradice among them, which would not 
be fo with us; I confefs I cannot iee the 
confequence ; for if Rome had perpetual 
wars^ the Romans ought ftill to have con- 
D tinue4 
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34 ^ Difcourfe of Governmtnt 
cinucd the fame men in their armies, that 
they might, according to the notion of 
thcfe men, render their troops more ufe- 
ful. And if we did change our men dur- 
ing a war, we fhould have more men that 
would undcrftand fomething of it. If any 
man fay, not fo much as if they conti- 
nued in the army : I anfwer, that many of 
thofe who continue in the army, are af- 
terwards fwept away by the war, and live 
pot to be of ufe in time of peace; that 
thofe who efcape the war, being fewer 
than in the other cafe, are foon confumed : 
and that mercenary ftanding forces in time 
pf peace, if npt employed to do mifchief^ 
foon become like thofe of Holland in 72, 
fit ooly to lofe forty ftrong places in forty 

4ays. 

There is another thing which I would 
not mention if it were not abfolutely ne- 
c^l&ry to my prefent purpofe; and that 
ip, the ufual manners of thofe who are 
engaged in mercenary armies. I fpeak 
now of officer* in other parts of Europe, 
and not of thofe in our armies, allowing 
them to be the bcftj and if they will 

have 
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have it fo, quite dificrent from all others. 
I will not apply to them any part of what 
I fliall fay concerning the reft. They 
thcmfelves beft know how far any thing 
of that nature may be applicable to them. 
I fay then, moft princes of Europe having^ 
put themielves upon the foot of keeping 
up forces, rather numerous than well en- 
tertainedj can give but fmall allowance to 
officers, and that likewife is for the moft 
part very ill paid, in order to render them 
the more neccfiitous and depending ; and 
yet they permit them to live in all that 
extravagancy which mutual example and 
emulation prompts them to. By which 
means the officers become infenfibly en- 
gaged in numberlefs frauds, oppreffions 
and cruelties, the colonels againft the cap- 
tains, and the captains againft the inferiour 
ibkliers; and all of them againft all per*- 
fons with whom thev have any kind of 
bufinefs. 2io that there is hardly any 
fort of men who are lefs men of honour 
than the officers of mercenary forces : and 
indeed honour has now no other fignifi- 
D t cation 
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36 A Difcourfe of Government 
cation amongfVthein than courage. Bc- 
fides, moft men that enter into thofe 
armies, whether officers or foldiers, as if 
they were obliged to fhew themfelvcs 
new creatures, and perfedlly regenerate, 
if before they were modeft or fober, im- 
mediately turn themfelves to all manner 
of debauchery and wickednefs, commit- 
ting all kind of injuftice and barbarity 
againft poor and defencelefs people. Now 
though the natural temper of our men be 
more juft and honeft than that of the 
French, or of any other people, yet may 
it not be feared, that fuch bad manners 
may prove contagious? And if fuch man-^ 
ners do not fit men to enflave a nation, 
devils only muft do it. On the other 
hand, if it ftiould happen that the offi- 
cers of ftanding armies in Britain fhould 
live with greater regularity and modefty 
than was ever yet feen in that fort of 
men, it might very probably fall out, that 
being quartered in all partabf the coun- 
try, fome of them might be returned 
members of parliament for divers of the 
2 eleding 
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dodin^boroughsjandofwhatconfequencc 
that would be, I leave all men to judge. 
So that whatever be the conduft of a mer- 
cenary army, we can never be fecure as 
long as any fuch force is kept up in Britain. 
. But the undertakers for a ftanding 
army will fay 5 Will you turn fo many gen- 
tlemen to ilarve, who have faithfully 
ferved the government ? This queftion I 
allow to be founded upon fome reafon. 
For it ought to be acknowledged in juftice 
to our foldiery, that on aU occafions, and . 
in aJJ adlions, both officeris and ibidiers 
have done their part ; and therefore I think 
it may be reafonable, that all officers and 
foldiers of above forty years, in confidera- 
tion of their unfitnefs to apply thcmfelvesat 
that age to any other employment, (hould 
be recommended to the bounty of both 
parliaments, 

I CONFESS I do not fee by what rules 
of good policy any mercenary forces have 
been connived at either in Scotland, Eng- 
land, or Ireland, Sure, 'tis allowing the 
diipenfing power in the mofl: effential point 
D 3 of 
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of the conftitution of government in thcfc 

nations. 

Scotland and England are nations that 
were formerly very jealous of liberty; of 
which there arc many remarkable inftan- 
ces in the hiftories of thefe countries. And 
we may hope that the late revolution ha- 
ving given fuch a blow to arbitrary power 
in thefe kingdoms, they will be very care- 
ful to preferve their rights and privileges. 
And fure it is not very fuitable to thefe, 
that any ftanding forces be kept up in 
Britain : or that there fliould be any Scots, 
Englifli, or Irifh regiments maintained in 
Ireland, or any where abroad ; or regi- 
ments of any nation at the charge of Eng- 
land. I (hall not fay how readily the 
regiments that were in the fervice of Hol- 
land came over againft the duke of Mon- 
mouth : He was a rebel, and did not fuc- 
ceed. But we all know with what expe- 
dition the Irifh mercenary forces were 
brought into Britain to oppofe his prefent 
majefty in that glorious enterprize for our 
deliverance. 

The 
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The fubjeAs formerly had a real fu* 
curity for their liberty, by having the 
fwoftd in their own bands. That fccurity, 
which is the greateft of all others, is loft^ 
and not only fo, but the fword is put into 
the hand of the king by his power over 
the militia* All this is not enough ; bur 
we muft have in both kingdoms ftanding 
armies of mercenaries, who for the moft 
part have no other way to fubfift, and 
confequently are capable to execute any 
commands : and yet every man muft think 
his liberties as fafe as ever, under pain of 
being thought diikffeAcd to the monar- 
chy. But fure it muft not be the ancient 
limited find legal monarchies of Scotland^ 
and England, that thefe gentlemen mean. 
It muft be a French faftiion of monarchy 
where the king has power to do what he 
pleaies, and the people no iecurity for 
any thing tjiey polfefs* We have quit- 
ted our antient fecurity, and put the mi- 
litia into the pp^er of the king. The 
coily re|[paining fecurity we have is, that 
no ftanding armies were ever yet allowed 
m umc of peace^ the parliaaq«ot of England 
P 4 having 
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having fo often and fo expreily declared 
them to be contrary to law : and that of 
Scotland having not only declared them to 
be a grievance, but made the keeping them 
up an article in the forfeiture of the late 
King James. If a ftanding army be allovjr- 
ed, virhat diflference will there be between 
the government we fhall then live under, 
and any kind of government under a good 
prince? Of which there have been fome 
in the moft defpotick tyrannies. If thefc 
be limited and not abfolute monarchies, 
then, as there are conditions, fo there ought 
to be fecuritics on both fides. The ba- 
rons never pretended that their militia's 
fliould be conftantly on foot, and together 
in bodies in times of peace. 'Tis evident 
that would have fubverted the conftitu- 
tion, and made every one of them a petty 
tyrant. And 'tis as evident, that ftand- 
ing forces are the fitteft inftruments to 
make a tyrant. Whoever is for making 
the king's power too great or too little, 
is an enemy to the monarchy. But to 
give him ftanding armies, puts his power 
beyond controul, and confequently makes 
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him abfblute. If the people had any 
other real fecurity for their liberty than 
that there be no ftanding armies in time 
of peace, there might be fome colour to 
demand them. But if that only remain- 
ing fecurity be taken away from the peo- 
ple, we have deftroyed thefe monarchies. 
'Tis pretended, we are in hazard of 
being invaded by a powerful enemy 5 fhali 
we therefore deftroy our government? 
What is it then that we would defend ? 
Is it our perfons, by the ruin of our go- 
vernment? In what then fhall we be 
gainers? In faving our lives by the loft 
of our liberties ? Ifour pleafures and luxury 
make us live like brutes, it fecms we muft 
not pretend to reafon any better than they. 
I would fain know, if there be any other 
way of making a prince abfolute, than by 
allowing him a ftanding army : if by it 
all princes have not been made abfolute; 
if without it, any. Whether our enemies 
(hall cpnquer us is uncertain ; but whether 
ftanding armies will enflave us, neither 
reafon nor experience will fufFcr us ta 

doubt. 
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doubt. Tis therefore evident, diat no 
pretence of danger from abroad can be an 
argument to keep up (landing armies, or 
any mercenary forces. 

Let us now confider whether we miay 
not be able to defend ourfelves by well- 
regulated militia's againft any foreign 
force, though never fo formidable : that 
thefe nations may be free from the fears 
of invafion from abroad, as well as from 
the danger of flavery at home. 

After the baroijs had loft the military 
fcrvice of their vaffals, militia's of fomfe 
kind or other were eftablifhed in moft 
parts of Europe. But the prince having 
every where the power of naming and 
preferring the officers of thefe militia's, 
they could be no balance in government 
as the former were. And he that will 
confider what has been faid in this dif- 
courfe, will eafily perceive that the effen- 
tial quality reqqifite to fuch a militia, ^% 
might fully anfwer the ends of the former, 
muiftbe, that the officers fhould be named 
and preferred, as well as they and the 

foldiers 
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ibidiers paid, by the people that iet them 
out. So that if princes look upon the 
preient militia's as not capable of defend^ 
ing a nation againft foreign armies ; the 
people have little reaibn to entruft them 
with the defence of their liberties. 

And though upon the diflblution of 
that antient militia under the barons, 
which made thefe nations fo great and 
glorious, by fetting up militia's generally 
through Europe, the fword came not 
into the hands of the commons, which 
was the only thing could have conti- 
nued the former balance of government, 
but was every-where put into the hands 
of the king : Neverthelefs ambitious 
princes, who aimed at abfblute power, 
thinking they could never ufe it effec- 
tually to that end, unlefi it were weilded 
by mercenaries, and men that had no 
other intereft in the commonwealth than 
their pay, have ftill endeavoured by all 
means to difcredit militia's, and render 
them burdenfometo the people, by never 
fuffering them to be upon any right, or 

fp 
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(b much as tolerable foot, and all to 
perfuade the neceffity of ftanding forces. 
And indeed they have fucceeded too well 
in this defign : For the greateft part of 
the world has been fool'd into an opi- 
nion, that a militia cannot be made fer- 
viceable. I fhall -not fay 'twas only 
militia's could conquer the world 5 and 
that princes to have fucceeded fylly in 
the defign before-mentioned, muft have 
deftroyed all the hiftory and memory of 
antient governments, where the accounts 
of fo many excellent models of militia are 
yet extant. I know the prejudice and 
ignorance of the world concerning the 
art of war, as it was praftifed by the an- 
tients ; though what remains of that 
knowledge in their writings be fufficient 
to give a mean opinion of the modern 
difcipline. For this reafon I fhall exa- 
mine, by what has pafled of late years 
in thefe nations, whether experience have 
convinced us, that officers bred in foreign 
wars, be fo far preferable to others 
who have been under no other difcipline 

than 
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than that of an ordinary and ill-regu- 
lated militia ; and if the commonalty of 
both kingdoms, at their firft entrance 
upon fervice, be not as capable of a re- 
folute military a(^on, as any ftaiiding 
forces. This doubt will be fully re- 
fblved, by confidcring the aftions of the 
marquis of Montrofe, which may be 
compared, all circumftances considered, 
with thofe of Caefar, as well for the mi- 
lit9.ry {kill, as the bad tendency of them; 
though the marquis had never fervcd 
abroad, nor feen any adHon, before the 
fix victories, which, with numbers much 
inferiour to thofe of his enemies, he ob- 
tained in one year; and the moft con- 
fiderable of them were chiefly gained by 
the afliftance of the tenants and vaffiils 
of the family of Gordon. The battle 
of Nafeby will be a farther illuftration 
of this matter, which is generally thought 
to have been the deciding a£tion of the 
late civil war. The number of forces 
was equal on both fides; nor v^ras there 
any advantage in the ground, or extra- 
ordinary 
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ordmary accident that happened during 
the fight, which could be of confidera- 
ble impo. Lance to either. In the army 
of the parlianoent, nine only of the offi- 
cers had ierved abroad, and moil of the 
foldiers w^e prentices drawn out of 
London but two months before. In the 
king's afmy there were above a thou- 
fand officers that had ferved in fo-* 
reign parts : Yet was that army routed 
and broken by thoie new-raifed pren- 
tices; who were ob&rved to be obe- 
dient to command, aad brave in fight ; 
80t only in that adtion, but. on all oc- 
cafiona during that adive campaign. 
The people of thefe nations are not a 
daftardly crew, like thofe born in mi- 
fery under oppreffion aiii flavery, who 
muft have time to rub, off that fear, 
cowardice and fhipidity which they bring 
from home. And though officers feem 
to ftand in more need of experience than 
private foldiers ; yet in that battle it 
was feen^ that the fobriety ami principle 
of the officers. on the one fide, prevailed 

over 
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orer the experience of thofe on tl^ 
orhen 

'Tis well known that divers regiments 
of our army, lately in Flanders, have 
never been once in adion, and not one 
half of them above thrice, nor any of 
them five times during the whole war. 
O, but they have been under difciplinci 
and accuftomcd to obey ! And fo may men 
in militia's. We have had to do with 
an enemy, who, though abounding in 
numbers of excellent officers, yet durft 
never 6ght us without a vifible advan-* 
tage. Is that enemy like to invade us, 
when he muft be unavoidably neceifi* 
tated to put all to hazard in ten days» 
or ftarve ? 

A GOOD militia is of fuch importance 
to a nation, that it is the chief part of 
the conftitution of any free government. 
For though as to other things, the con^ 
ftitution be never fo flight, a good mili* 
tia will always preferve the publick li- 
berty. But in the beft conftitution that 
ever was, as to all other parts of 

government, 



Digitized by 



Google 



4S A Difcourfe of Gmerntnent 
government, if the militia be not upon 
a right foot, the liberty of that people 
muft periih. The militia of antient 
Rome, the beft that ever was in any 
government, made her miftrefs of the 
world : But ftanding armies enflaved that 
great people, and their excellent militia 
and freedom peri(hed together. The La- 
cedemonians continued eight hundred 
years free, and in great honour, becaufc 
they had a good militia. The Swiflcs 
at this day are the freeft, happieft, and 
the people of all Europe who can beft 
defend themfelves, becaufe they have the 
beft niilitia. 

I HAVE ftiewn that liberty in the mo- 
narchical governments of Europe, fub- 
fifted fo long as the militia of the barons 
was on foot; And that on the decay of 
their militia, (which though it was none 
of the beft, fo was it none of the worft) 
ftanding forces and tyranny have been 
cvery-where introduced, unlefs in Bri- 
tain arid Ireland; which by reafon of 
their lituation, having the iea for fron- 
tier. 
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tier, and a powerful fleet to protect them, 
could afford no pretence fof fuch forces. 
And though any militia, however flight- 
ly coaftituted, be fufficient for that rca- 
fon to defend us 3 yet ail improvemehta 
in the conflitution of militia's, being 
further fecurities for the liberty of the 
people, I think we ought to endeavour 
the amendment of them, and till that 
can take place, to make the prefent mi-- 
litia's ufeful in the former and ordinary 
methods. 

That the whole free people of any 
nation ought to be exercised to arms, 
not only the example of our anceftors, 
as appears by the adts of parliament made 
in both kingdoms to that purpofe, and 
that of the wifeft governments among the 
antients^ but the advantage of chufing 
out of great numbers, feems clearly to 
demonftrate. For in countries where 
hufl3andry, trade, manufactures, and other 
mechanical arts are carried on, even in 
time of war, the impediments of men 
are fo many and io various, that unlefs 
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the ^vholc people be exercifcd, no conii*- 
derable numbers of men can be drawn 
out, without difturbing thofe employ- 
ments, which are the vitals of the politi- 
cal body. Befides, that upon great de- 
feats, and under extreme calamities, frotik 
which no government was ever exempt- 
ed, every .nation ftands in need of all the 
people, as the antients fometimes did of 
their flaves. And I cannot fee, why arms 
fllould be denied to any man who is not 
a flave, fmce they are the only true 
badges of liberty ; and ought never, but 
in times of utmoft neceffity, to be put 
into the hands of mercenaries or flaves : 
neither can I undcrftand, why any man 
that has arms, (hould not be taught the 
ufe of them. 

By the conftitution of the prefent mi- 
litia in both nations, there is but^ a fmall 
number of the nien aWe to bear arm* 
exercifed; and men of quality and eftate 
are allowed to fend any wretched fervent 
in their place : fo that they theh^felves 
are become mean^ by being difufed to 
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handle arms; and will not learn the ufe 
of chcm, bccaufe they are afhamcd of 
their ignorance : by which means the mi- 
litia's being compofed only of fervants, 
theie nations ieem altogether unfit to 
defend themielves, and {landing forces to 
be neceflary. Now can it be fuppofed that 
a few fervants will fight for the defence 
of their mafters eftates, if their mafters 
only lode on ? Or that* fome inconfide- 
rate freeholders, as for the moft part 
thofe who command the miliua are, 
Ihould, at the head of thoie fervants, 
cxpofe their lives for men of more plen- 
tiful eflates, without being afiified by 
them ? No bodies of military men can 
be of any force or value, unlefs many 
perfons of quality or education be among 
them; and fuch men fliould blufh to 
think of cxcufing themfelves from ferv- 
ing their country, at Icaft for fome years, 
in a miliury capacity, if they confider 
that every Roman was obliged to fpend 
fifteen years of his life in their armies. 
Is it not a &ame that any man who 
E 2 poffeflcs 
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poilefles an eflate, and is at the fame 
time healthful and young, fhould not fit 
himfelf by all means for the defence of 
that, and his country, rather than to pay 
taxes to maintain a mercenary, who 
though he may defend him during a 
war, will be fure to infult and enflave 
him in time of peace. Men muft not 
think that any country can be in a con- 
ftant pofture of defence, without fome 
trouble and charge ; but certainly 'tis 
better to undergo this, and to prcferveour 
liberty with honour, than to be fut^edted 
to heavy taxes, and yet have it info- 
lently raviihed from us> to our prefcnt 
oppreflion, and the lafting mifery of our 
pofterity. But it will be faid. Where are 
the men to be found who (hall exercifc 
all this people in fo many feveral places 
at once? for the nobility and gentry 
know nothing of the matter ; and to hire 
fo many foldiers of fortune, as they call 
them, will be chargeable, and may be 
dangerous, thefe men being all mercena^ 
ries, and always the fame men,, in the 

fame 
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fame trufts : Befides that the employing 
fuch men would not be fuitable to the de- 
%n, of breeding the men of quality and 
ciiate to command, as well as the others 
\o obey. 

To obviate thefe difficulties 5 and be^ 
caufe the want of a good model of mi- 
litia, and a right method for training peo- 
ple in time of peace, fb as they need not 
apprehend any war, though never fo fud- 
4en, is at this day the bane of the li- 
l?erty of Europe, 1 lhal\ propofe one, ac- 
commodated to the invincible difficulty 
o£ bringing men of quality and eftate, or 
men of any rank, who have pafled the 
time of youth, to the ufe of arms ,• and 
new, becaufc though we have many ex- 
cellent models of militia, delivered to us 
by anticnt authors, with refpedt to the 
yfe of them in time of war, yet they give 
us but little information concerning the 
methods by which they trained their 
whole people for war in time of peace; 
fo that if the model which I (hall pro- 
pofe, have not the authority of the an- 
E 3 tients 
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tients to recommend it, yet perhaps by a 
fevere difciplinc, and a right method of 
difpofing the minds of men, as well as 
forming their bodies, for military and vir- 
tuous adlions, it may have fome refem- 
blance of their excellent inftitutions. 

What I would offer is, that four camps 
be formed, one in Scotland, and three in 
England ; into which all the young men 
of the refpedive countries fliould enter, 
on the firft day of the two and twentieth 
year of their age ; and remain there the 
fpace of two years, if they be of for- 
tunes fufficient to maintain themfelves; 
but if they are not, then to remain a year 
only, at the expence of the publick. In 
this camp they ftiould be taught the ufc 
of all forts of arms, with the neceflary 
evolutions ; as alfo wreftling, leaping, 
fwimming, and the like exercifes. He 
whofe condition would permit him to buy 
anjd maintain a horfe, fhould be obliged 
fo to do, and be taught to vault, to ride, 
and to manage his own horfe. This camp 
(hould feldom remain above eight days 

in 
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in one place, but remove from heath to 

j|ieath I not only upon the account of 

cJeanlinefs ancj health, bujf to teach the 

youth to fortify a camp, to march, and 

to accuftom them (reipe^S being always 

had to thofe of a weak conftitution) to 

carry as much in their march as ever 

any Roman foldier did 5 that is to fay, 

their tents, provifion, arms, armour, their 

Utenfils, and the palifadpes of their camp. 

They {hould he taught to forage, and be 

obliged to Mfe the countrymen with all 

Juftice in their bargains, for that and all 

other things they ftapd in ncGd of from 

them. The food of every man within 

the camp fliould he the fame; for bread 

they {hquld have only wheat, which they 

are to be obliged to grind^ with hand- 

jnillsj they fhould have fome fait, and a 

eertgin number of beeves allowed them 

at certain times of the year. Their drink 

ftioyld be water^ fpmetimes tempered 

with a proportion of brandy, and at other 

times with vin?gar. Their cloaths fliould 

b<y)lain, coarfe, and of a faftiion fitted in 

^ E 4 every 
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every thing for the fatigue of a camp. 
For all thefe things thofc who could, 
{hould pay ; and thofe who could not, 
{hould be defrayed by the publick, as has 
been faid. The camp fliould be fome- 
times divided into two parts, which fliould 
remove from each other many miles, and 
ihould break up again at the fame time, 
in order to meet upon feme mountainous, 
marfliy, woody, or in a word, croft 
ground ; that not only their diligence, pa- 
tience, and fuffcring in naarches, but 
their Ikill in fcizing of grounds, porting 
bodies of horfe and foot, and advancing 
towards each other ; their chufing a camp, 
and drawing out of it in order to a bat- 
tel, might be feen, as well as what orders 
of battel they would form upon the va- 
riety of different grounds. The perfons 
of quality or cftate fliould likewife be 
inftrudled in fortification, gunnery, and 
all things belonging to the duty of an 
ingineer : And forts fliould be fometimes 
built by the whole camp, where all the 
artt of attacking and defendmg pl^s 

fliould 
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fliould be praaifcd. The youth having 
been taught to read at fchools, ihould be 
obliged to read at fpare hours fome ex* 
cellent hiftories, but chiefly thofe in 
which military adions are bcfl: defcribed; 
with the books that have been beft writ- 
ten concerning the military art. Speeches 
exhortbg to military and virtuous zGdoM 
fhouldbe often compofed, and pronounced 
publickly by fuch of the youth as were, 
by education and natural talents, quali- 
fied for it. There being none but mili- 
tary men allowed within the camp, and no 
churchmen being of that number, fuch 
of the youth as may be fit to exhort 
the reft to all chriftian and moral duties, 
chiefly to humility, modefty, charity, and 
the pardoning of private injuries, fliould 
be chofen to do it every funday, and the 
reft of that day fpent in reading books, 
and in converfation diredted to the fame, 
end. And all this under fo fevere and 
rigorous orders, attended with fo exaft an 
execution by reward and punifliment, 
that no oflicer within the camp fhould 

have 
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have die power <^ pardoning the one, or 
witiiholding the other. The rewards 
(hpuld be all honorary, and contrived to 
fuit thp nature of the different good 
qualities and degrees in which any of 
tie youth had fhewn, either his modcfty, 
obedience, patience in YufFering, tempe-^ 
ranee, diligence, addrefs, invention, judg^ 
ment, temper, or valour. The punifli- 
ments fhould be much more rigorous 
than thofe inflided for the fame crimes 
by the law of the land. And there fhould 
be puniOiments for fome things, not liabl? 
to any by the common law, immodeft 
and infplent words or aiSJions, gaming, 
and the like. No woman fhould be fufr 
fercd to come within the camp, and the 
erimes of abufing their own bodies any 
manner of way, punifhed with death. All 
thefe things to be judged by their own 
councils of war j and thpfe councils to 
have for rule, certain articles drawn up 
and approved by the rpfpe^live parlia^ 
ments. The officers and maflers, for in- 
fbrufting and teaching th? youth, in all 
2' the 
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the cxercifcs above-mentioned, fliould 
upon the firft eftablifhmcnt of fuch a 
camp, be the moft expert men in thofe 
difciplines; and brought by encourage- 
ments from ail places of Europe ; due 
care being taken that they fhould not 
infe<a the youth with foreign manners. 
But afterwards they ought to confift of 
fuch men of quality or fortune as fhould 
be cho&n for that end, out of thofe who 
had formerly paft two years in the 
camp, and lince that time had improved 
themielves in the wars; who upon their 
return fhould be obliged to ferve two 
years in that flation. As for the numbers 
of thofe officers, or maflers 5 their feve- 
ral duties; that of the camp-mafler-ge- 
ncral, and of the commiffaries -, the times 
and manner of excrcife, with divers other 
particulars of lefs confideration, and yet 
neceffary to be determined, in order to 
put fuch a defign in executbn, for bre- 
vity's fake I omit them, as cafy to be re- 
folved. But certainly it were no hard 
matter, for men that had paiifed throi^h 
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fuch a difcipline as that of the camp I 
have defcribcd, to retain it after they 
Ihould return to their feveral homds ; if 
the people of every town and village, to- 
gether with thofe of the adjacent habita- 
tions, were obliged to meet fifty times in 
the year, on fuch days as (hould be found 
moft convenient; and exercife four hours 
every time : for all men being inftrudled in 
what they are to do ; and the men of qua- 
lity and eftate moft knowing, and expert of 
all others, the exercife might be perform- 
ed in great perfedlion. There might alio 
be yearly in the fummer time, a camp of 
fome thoufands of the neareft neighbours 
brought and kept together for a week to 
do thofe exercifcs, which cannot be per-^ 
formed in any other place : every man of 
a certain eftate being obliged to keep a 
horfe fit for the war. By this means it 
would be eaiy upon any occafion, though 
never fo fmall (as for example, the keep« 
ing of the peace, and putting the laws in 
execution where force is necel&ry) or never 
(o great and fuddcn (as upon account of 
I invafions 
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with relation to Militia's. 61 
invafions and confpiracics) to bring toge- 
ther fuch numbers of officers and foldiers 
as the exigence required, according to the 
pra<aice of antient Rome ; which in this 
particular might be imitated by us with- 
out difficulty : and if fuch a method were 
once eftabliflied,. there would be no ne- 
ceflity of keeping up a militia formed into 
regiments of foot and horfe in time of 
peace. Now if this militia fhould ftand 
in need of any farther improvement (be- 
caufenomilitia^s feem comparable to thofc 
cxerciied in acftoal war; as that of the ba- 
rons by their conftant feuds; and that of 
Rome, and fome. other antient common- 
wealths, by their perpetual wars) a cer- 
tain fmall number of forces might be em- 
ployed in any foreign country where there 
ihould be adion ; a fourth part of which 
might be changed every year; that all 
thoie who had in this manner acquirecj 
experience, might be difperfed among the 
fcvcral regiments of any army, that the 
defence of thefe, countries fhould at any 
time call forj which would ferve to con- 
firm 
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62 A Difcourfe of Government 
firm and give aflurance to the reft. Such 
a militia woukl be of no great expence to 
thefe nations 3 for the mean cloathing and 
provifions for thofe who could not main-* 
tain themfeW cs, being given only for one 
year, would amount to little ,• and no other 
expence would be needful, except for their 
arms, a fmall train of artillery for each 
camp, and what is to be given for the 
encouragement of the firft officers and ma- 
fters* 

A MILITIA upon fuch a foot, would 
have none of the infinite and infuperable 
difficulties there are, to bring a few men 
who live at a great diflance from one an* 
other, frequently together to exerci^; at 
which consequently they miift be from 
home every time feveral days: of finding 
fijch a number of matters, as are necef- 
dry to train ib many tfaoufands of people 
ignorant of allexerdfe, in io many diflfe* 
rent places, and for the moft part 
at the fanM time: it would have none 
of thofe innumerable incumbrances, and 
uonecei3iry?expcnoc^ with which a mili- 
tia 
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tia formed into regiments of foot and horfe 

io dmc of peace is attended. In fuch a 

camp the youth would not only be taught 

the excrcife of a mufket with a few evo-- 

lutions, which is all that men in ordinal^ 

militia's pretend to, and is the leaft part 

of the duty of a foldier ; but befides % 

great many exercifes to ftrengthen and 

difpofe the body for fight, they would 

learn to fence^ to ride, and manage a horfe 

for the war ; to forage and live in a camp.; 

to fortify, attack, and defend any ^lace 5 

and what is no lefs neceflary, to undergo 

the greateft toils, and to give obedience 

to the fevereft orders. Such a militia, by 

fending beyond feas certain proportions ctf 

it, and relieving them from time to time, 

wo^ld enable us to affift our allies more 

powerfully than by ftanding armies Wfc 

could ever do. Such a camp would take 

away the great difficulty of bringing men 

bf all conditions, who have paiSed the 

tittle of their youth, to apply thcmfelves 

to the ufc and exercife df arms j and be- 

gHjning with them early> wheh lik« wax 

they 
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they may be moulded into any fhape^ 
would diipofe them to place their greateft 
honour in the performance of thofe ex- 
ercifeSy and inipire them with the fires 
of military glory^ to which that age is fo 
cnclined; which impreflion being made 
upon their youth/ would laft as long as 
life. Such a camp would be as great a 
fchool of virme as of military difcipline: 
in which xht youth would learn to ftand 
in need of few things j to be content with 
that fmall allowance which nature re* 
quires; tofuffer, as well as to adl; to be 
modeft^ as well as brave; to be as much 
aihamed of doing any thing infblent or 
injurious, as of turning their back upon 
an eiiemy; they would learn to forgive 
injuries done to themfelves, but to embrace 
with joy the occafions of dying to revenge 
thefe done to their country: and virtue 
imbibed in younger years would caft a 
flavour to the utmofl periods of life. In 
a word, they would learn greater and bet- 
ter things than the military art, and more 
oecefl^ toO} if any thing caa be more 

nc^effiuy 
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ntceffkty than che defence of our country, 
3uch 4 militia might not only defend a 
people living in 9n ifland^ but even fuch 
as are placed in the midft of the mod 
warlike nations of the world. 

Now till fuch a militia may be brought 
to fome perfection, our prefcnt militia is 
not only fufficient to defend us; but con- 
fidcring the circumftances of the French 
afiairs, cfpecially with relation to Spain, 
Britain cannot juftly apprehend an inva- 
fion, if the fleet of England, to which 
Scotland furnifhcd during the late war 
feven or eight thoufand feamen, were iii 
fuch order as it ought to be. And it caa 
never be the intereft of thefe nations to 
take any other fhare in preferving the ba- 
lance of Europe, than what may be per- 
formed by our fleet. By which means 
our money will be fpent amongft ourfelves j 
our trade preferved to fupport the charge 
of the navy; our enemies totally driven 
out of the fea, and great numbers of their 
forces diverted from oppofing the armiei 
c^ our allies abroad, to the defence of 
their own coafts. 

F Is 
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If this method had been taken in the 
late war, I prefume it WQuld have proved, 
not only more advantageous to us, but 
alfo more ferviceable to ottr allies than 
that which was followed. And 'tis in 
vain to fay, that at this rate we (hall have 
no allies at all : for the weaker party on 
the continent muft be contented to ac- 
cept our afliftance in the manner we think 
fit to give it, or inevitably perifli. But if 
we fend any forces beyond the feas to join 
thofe of our allies, they ought to be part 
of our militia, as has been faid, and not 
ftanding forces ; other wife, at the end of 
every war, the prefent ftruggle will recur, 
and at one time or other thefe nations 
will be betrayed, and a (landing army 
eftablifhed: fb that nothing can fave us 
from following the fate of all the other 
kingdoms in Europe, but putting our truft 
altogether in our fleet and militia's, and 
having no other forces than thefe. The 
fea is the only empire which can namrally 
belong to us. Conqueft is not our in- 
tereft, much lefs tq| confunie our people 
^nd treafure in conquering for others. 

2 V To 
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To conclude; if we ferioufly confider 
the happy condition of thefe nations, who 
have lived fo long under the bleffings of 
liberty, we cannot but be afiedted with the 
moft tender compaflion to think that the 
Scots, who have for fo many ages, with 
fuch refolution, defended their liberty 
againftthePiifts, Britons, Romans, Saxons, 
Danes, Irifh, Normans, and Englifti, as 
well as againft the violence and tyranny of 
fb many of their own princes 5 that the 
Engliih, vrho^ whatever revolutions their 
country has been fubjcdt to^ have ftill 
maintained their rights and hberties againft 
all attempts ; who poffefs a country, every 
where cultivated and improved by the 
induftry of rich hufbandmen; her rivers 
and harbours filled with fliips; her cities, 
towns, and villages, enriched with manu- 
factures 5 where menof vaft eftates live in 
fecure poflcflion of them, and whpfe mer- 
chants live in as great fplendor as the no- 
bility of other nations : that Scotland which 
has a gentry born to excel in arts and arms: 
F 2 that 
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that England which has a commonalty, 
not only furpaffing all thofe of that degree 
which the world can now boaft of, but 
alfo thofe of all former ages, in courage, 
honefty, good fenfe, induftry, and gene- 
rofity of temper i in whofe very looks 
there are fuch vifible marks of a free and 
liberal education 5 which advantages can- 
riot be imputed to the climate, or to any 
other caufe, but the freedom of the go- 
vernment under which they live : I fay^ 
it cannot but make the hearts of all ho- 
neft men bleed to think, that in their d^ys 
the felicity and liberties of fuch countries 
muft come to a period, if the parliaments 
do not prevent it, and his majefty be not 
prevailed upon to lay afide the thoughts 
of mercenary armies, which, if once efta- 
bliftied, will inevitably produce thofe fa- 
tal confequences that have always attended 
fuch forces in the other kingdoms of Eu- 
rope; violation of property, decay of 
trade, oppreffion of the country by heavy 
taxes and quarters, the utmoft mifery and 
flavery of the poorer fort, the ruin of the 

nobility 
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nobility by their expenccs m court and 
army, deceit and treachery in all ranks of 
men, occafioned by want and neceffity. 
Then fhall we fee die gentry of Scodand, 
ignorant through want of education, and 
cowardly by being opprefled ; then fhall 
we fee the once happy commonalty of 
England become bafe and abjedt, .by be- 
ing continually expofed to the brutal info- 
lence of the foldiers ; the women debauch- 
ed by their luft ; ugly and nafly through 
poverty, and the want of things neceffary 
to preferve their natural beauty. Then 
(hall we fee that great city, the pride and 
glory, not only of our ifland, but of the 
world, fubjedted to the cxceffive impofi- 
tions Paris now lies under, and reduced 
to a pedling trade, ferving only to foment 
the luxury of a court. Then wiU.Britain 
know what obligations (he has to thofe 
who are for mercenary armies. 
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THE FIRST 

DISCOURSE. 

NO inclmation is £o honourable^ 
nor has any thing been (b much 
efteoHedinalln^tionSy andages^ 
as t^ie love oi that country and Ibciety in 
which dvery mad is born. And thofo 
who hive placed their greaceil ikusSsiHtioa 
in doing good, haVe accounted tliemielvea 
happy, or unfortunate, accordi^ to the 
fuccefs of their endeavours to iibrve the in« 
tereft of their country. For nothing can 
be more powerful in the tninds of men^ 
din a natural inclination and duty con* 
cUrring in the £u:ne difpoiition. 

NatuAb- in moft men prevails over 
tea&n i reafon in ibjne prevails over na- 
ture: but whien thefe two are Joined, and 
a violent iHitiiral inclination fitads itfelf 

owned 
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owned by reafon, required by duty, en- 
couraged by the higheft praifes, and ex- 
cited by the moft illuftrious examples, 
fure that force muft be irrqfi|kible. Con- 
ftrained by fo great a force, and the cir- 
cumftances of my aflSiirs not allowing me 
to be otherwife ferviceable to my country, 
I have in the following difcourfe given 
my opinion concerning divers matters of 
importance, which probably naay be de- 
bated in the approaching feffion of parlia- 
ment. I ftiail be very welt fatisfied, if 
any thing 1 fay do afford a hint that may 
be improved by men of better judgment 
to the publick good. * I hopie I fhall not 
be bknaed, for giving my opinion in mat- 
ters of publick concernment ; finee 'tis the 
right a^ duty of every man to write or 
fpeak his mind freely in all things that 
may come before any parliament i to the 
end that they who repre&nt the nation in 
that aflbnbly, may be truly informed of 
the fentincients oS thofe they reprefeiit. Be- 
fides, we are now n6 more under thofe 
tyrannical rdgns in which it was a crime 
/ ^ to 
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on the Affairs of Scotland. 75 
to (peak of publick affairs, or to fay that 
the king had received bad counfel iii any 
thing. If in this difcourfe I argue againft 
fomc thingSj which perhaps may not be 
propofcd in the enfuing feflion of parlia- 
ment 5 they arc neverthelefs fiich as per- 
fons in publick truft have in their conver- 
fation given juft caufe to think they were 
defigned. 

^Tis probable that the parliament, be- 
fore they proceed to any other bufinefs, 
"will take into confideration a tranfaftion, 
which having paiTed fince the laft feflion, 
may, if it be not* aboliihed, import no 
lefs than the infringing the freedom of 
this and all fubfequent parliament's I mean, 
the farmmg of the cuftoms to the flate of 
burroughs. 

Corruption is fo entirely difowned by 
all men, that I may be allowed to fay, 
when I name it, that I name the blackeft 
of crimes; and when I name any guilty 
of it, I name a very odious criminal. But 
corruption is more or lefs dangerous in 
proportion to the ftations in which cor- 
rupt 
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rupt men are placed. When a private 
man receives any advantage to betray a 
truft, one, or a few perfohs may fuffer ; 
if a judge be corrupted, the opprellion is 
extended to greater numbers: but when 
legiflators are bribed, or (which is all. one) 
are under any particular ingagement, that 
may influence them in their legiflative ca- 
pacity, much more when an entire ftate 
of parliament is brought under thofe cir- 
cumftances, then it is that we muft ex- 
pe£t bjuftice to be eftabliftied by a law, 
and all thofe confequences, which will in- 
evitably follow the fubverfion of a confti- 
tution, I mean, (landing armies, oppref- 
five taxes, flavery; whilft the outward 
form only of the antient government re-; 
mains to give them authority. \ confefs 
I have been often ftruck with aftonifli- 
ment, and could never make an end of 
admiring the folly and ftupidity of men 
living pnder fome modern governmeijts', 
who Wiil exclaim againft a judge that fakes 
bribes, and never reft till he be puniflied^ 
or at lead removed j and yet at the fame 
^ I tim? 
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dmc fuiFcr great numbers of thofe wha 
have the legiflative authority, to receive 
the conftant bribes of places and peniion$ 
to betray them. But we fliall have lefs 
to fay for ourfelves, if we fufFer the votes 
of the whole ftate of burroughs to be at 
once influenced by the farming of the 
cuftoms. For in other places the impu* 
dence of bribery has gone no farther than 
to attack fingle perfons;»butto endeavour 
at once to bribe a whole ftate of parlia- 
ment, is an attempt of which it fccms wt 
mly are capable. 

Yet to fhew how far I am from iiuC. 
pefting any man of the leaft bad defign, 
without a caufe, I fhall lay, that as 1 
know this bufinefs of the farm above- 
mentioned was firft moved without any 
defign to idluence the votes of the bur- 
roughs in parliament ; fb I am willing^ 
to believe that few of thofe who have 
iince a£bed in this aflfair had any fuch de- 
fign. But if any man, after due confide- 
ration of the evil confequences which mufl 
follow, and arc infeparable from fuch at 

farm. 
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farm, (hall ftill perfift in endeavouring to 
continue it, he cannot but be an enemy 
to the liberties of his country. 

This is fo bold an attempt, and fo in- 
confiftent with the freedom of parliament, 
that till it be removed 'tis to be prefumed 
they will not proceed to any other bufinefs : 
but this obftrudlion once taken away, vfo 
may hope they will begin with that affair 
which preffes moft, and in which the na- 
tion is fo univerfally concerned, I meaa 
that of the African and Indian company. 

I KNOW fbme will exclaim againft this 
method, and propofc that the bufinefs of 
the army may be firft taken into confider- 
ation, as of more general concernment to 
the nation whether it ftand or be difband- 
ed. They will not fail to fay, that before 
all other things the king's bufinefs (as 
their ftile runs) ought to be done. To 
this I anfwer, that he who makes a diftinc- 
tion between the bufinefs of the king and 
that of the country, is a true friend to 
neither. And if it be confider'd, that the 
(hips of the company are failed j that Scot- 
land 
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land has now a greater venture at ieal 
than at any time fince we have been a na- 
tion; that the accidents and misfortunes 
to which an enterprize of this nature is 
fubjeft, are fo many and fo various, either 
by the lofs of fhips from the ordinary ha- 
zards of the fea, or hurricanes *, by fick- 
nefs of the men, who for the moft part 
are neither accuftomed to fuch long 
voyages, nor to climates fo different from 
their own-, by the death of one or more 
of thofe to whom the condudt of this af- 
fair is principally cntruftcdi by being dif- 
appointed of frefli provifions when thofe 
they carry with them are ipent; by being 
attacked at fea or at land, before they 
have fortified a place for themfclves, or a 
thoufand other accidents, (for all things 
are extremely difficult to the firfl: under- 
takers) I fay, if it be confidered, that pro- 
vifions, or the fmallefl things neceflary, 
•falling fhort but by a few days, have often 
been the ruin of the greatefl undertakings, 
and chiefly of thole of this kind ; there 
cannot be any more urgent affair than that 

of 
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of providing inceflandy a fiipply for thd 
neceflities of fo many men a? ftr^ on board 
ihofe fliip8, who may be brpugbt und^r 
extraordinflfty f^ffering^ by a delay, wbilft 
pur ftanding forpcs ar^ living at eafe. Espe- 
cially lince t;h9 Hation has (o gr^at a con- 
cern in this enterpfizf , that J may v^cll 
fiiy all our hqpes of ever being any other 
than a poor and inconfiderable people are 
imbarked with them- 

The reputation and power pf this na- 
tion was formerly very confiderable as long 
as armies wer^ ^ompo/ed of thoie nume- 
rous militia's of the barcMis. Our ancef- 
tors have oft»n feen fixty, eighty, or a 
hundred thoufand men under their enfigns, 
which then might well bear the motto. 
That none fhould provoke them unpunifh- 
ed. Since that time, the face of things is 
quite changed throughout all Europe j and 
die former militia's being altogedber de- 
cayed, and no good ones any where efta- 
bliftied, every country is obliged to defend 
itfelf in time of war, and maintain its re- 
putation by the force of money; that is, by 

mercenary 
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mercenary troops, either of their own, or 
of other countries both by fca and land. 
But fuch a vaft expence the riches of no 
country is able to fupport without a great 
trade. In this great alteration our cafe 
has been Angularly bad and unfortunate : 
for partly through our own fault, and 
partly by the removal of our kings inta 
another country, this nation, of all thofe 
who poffels good ports, and lie conveni- 
ently for trade and fifliing, has been the 
only part of Europe which did not apply 
itfelf to commerce \ and pofleffing a bar- 
ren country, in leis than an age we are 
funk to fo low a Condition as to be deipiled 
by all our neighbours, and made uncapa- 
ble to repel an injury, if any ftiould be of- 
fered : fo that now our motto may be in- 
verted, and all may not only provoke, but 
fafely trample upon us. To recover from 
foch a condition, what would not any 
people dp ? What toils would they refufe ? 
To what hazards would they not expofe 
themfelves ? But if the means by which 
they are to recover, are not only juft and 
G honourable. 



Digitized by 



Google 



82 fhe Firft Difcourfe 

honourable, but fuch as with reftoring ho- 
nour and fafety to the nation, may give 
encouragement to that excellent, though 
now fupprefled and almoft exdnguiflied 
fpirit of our people, and gratify every man 
in the eafcs and pleafures of life : is it not 
ilrange that there fhould be found men 
amongft us capable to oppofe thofe things ; 
efpecially at a time, when, I may fay, by 
no contrivance of any man, but by an un- 
forefeen and unexpeded change of the ge- 
nius of this nation, all their thoughts and 
inclinations, as if united and diredled by 
a higher power, feem to be turned upon 
trade, and to confpire together for its ad- 
vancement, which is the only means to re- 
cover us from our prefent miferable and 
defpicable condition? For hitherto our 
convenient fituation and good harbours, 
our rich feas and lakes have been unpro- 
fitable to us ^ no care has been taken to 
fet the poor at work ; and niultitudes of 
families, for want of employment by trade 
and manufadxires, go yearly out of the 
kmgdom .without any intention to return, 
z In 



Digitized by 



Google 



on the Affairs of Scotland. 83 
In fuch a ftate and condition of this na- 
tion, it feems thefe men find their account 
better, than if our country were filled 
with people and riches, our firths cover- 
ed with ihips, and they fhould fee every 
where the marks of what good government 
and trade are able to produce. 

But I (hall be told, that I go upon a 
miftake; and that no Scotfman is an 
enemy to the African company : that thofe 
who approach his majefty, know moft of 
his mind, and are moft entrufted by him 
in the government of this nation ; and fuqh 
as are influenced by them, would only have 
the parliament to confider the ftreights 
and difficulties hi5 majefty would be put 
to, if he (hould in an extraordinary man- 
ner encourage this trade, by reafon, that 
being King of England^ and Stadt-holder 
of the United Provinces, our intereft in this 
point may come to interfere with that of 
thofe nations. The people of thofe coun- 
tries folicit, each in favour of their own 
companies : will not thefe men fo much 
as advife the king to diftribute impartial 
G 2 juftice, 
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jufticc, and to let every one have the pro- 
portionable reward of his induftry ? O but 
we have an immunity from cuftoms for 
many years, which neither the Englifli nor 
Dutch enjoy. I fhall not fay, that when 
the Englifli nation fliall come to a per fe<3: 
knowledge of their intereft, they will be 
convinced that riches in Scotland will be 
beneficial to England, fince the feat of the 
monarchy is there. I need not fay that 
the Englifli and Dutch arc free people, 
and may furely procure for themfelves as 
great advantages, as Scotland: but that 
Scotland offered to both nations a fhare in 
that advantage which they had obtained 
for themfelves only^ and to England an 
equal fhare. I know the parliament of 
England took the thing warmly at firft; 
but when upon due confideration they 
found that we had not given them the 
leaft juft ground of offence, but on the 
contrary, made them the fairefl offer 
we could; it was then let fall, and has 
not been mentioned in the lafl feflion. So 
diat what thefe gentlemen alledge of his 
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majefty's difficulties to fatisfy the Englifh 
in this pomt is falfe, unlefs by the Engiifh 
they mean thofe who having for many 
years opprefled the Englifli colonies in 
America^ are afraid that if any fcttlement 
fhould be made in that part of the world 
by us, under a free conftitution, the En- 
glifh planters removing to it, might occa* 
lion a ftriift inquiry into their crimes, and 
their punifhment ifor them. 

I DO not hear that the Dutch have pre- 
fented any memorial to his majefty againft 
our company, and cannot imagine in what 
terms any fuch addrefs, either from 
them, or the Englifh, can run. Should 
it be, that his majefty ought not to pro- 
tect us in our juft rights and privileges ? 
That he (hould break the laws, and vio- 
late his oath by our deftrudion ? Or un- . 
dermine us as the court did the fifliing 
company in King Charles's time, and fruf- 
trate this fecond as well as that firft great 
attempt to make the nation confiderable? 
That there have been underhand dealings 
(though without his majcfly's knowledge, 
G 3 as 
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as wc ought to believe) the affair of Ham- 
borough does fufficiently demonftrate ; and 
likewife that his majeftyVminifters abroad, 
paid by the Crown of England, are no 
more to be looked upon as minifters for 
the Crown of Scotland. Since we are fe^ 
parate kingdoms, and have feparate mini- 
fters at home, wc ought to have feparate 
minifters abroad; efpecially in an affair 
wherein we may have a feparate intercft 
from England, which muft always be in 
matters of trade, though never fo incon- 
fiderablc. Neither ought we to have fe- 
parate minifters only upon the account of 
trade, but upon all occafions, wherein the 
honour or intereft of the nation is con- 
cerned. That we have not had them for- 
merly, fince we were under one king with 
England, was, I fuppofc, to fave charges, 
and becaufe we truftcd to the impartiality 
of fuch as we judged to be the minifters of 
the King of Great Britain : but now we 
are undeceived, and fure the nation could 
never have beftowed money better, than 
in having a minifter ^t the late treaty of 
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peace, who might have obtained the re- 
cftablifliment of the nation in the privi- 
leges they had in France, which was to- 
tally negledted : and notwithftanding the 
great and unproportionable numbers of 
fea and land foldiers that we were obliged 
to furnifli for the fupport of the war, yet 
not one tittle of advantage was procured ta 
us by the peace. 

Now thefe gentlemen, at the fame 
time, would perfuade us to pay almoft as 
xnariy forces in time of peace, as we did 
in time of war; and like Pharoah's tax- 
mafters would have us make brick with- 
out allowing us ftraw. And all, that thefe 
forces, and the regiments, which to the 
confuming of our people, we recruit in 
Holland, in cafe of any rupture abroad 
upon the account of the Englifli or Dutch 
trade, may be employed in their defence. 

To obviate then part of fo many fhame- 
fol things, 'tis my opinion, that in place 
of laying a land tax upon the kingdom 
for maintaining forces to defend the En- 
glifli and Dutch trade, we (hould raife one 
G 4 for 
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for the carrying on of our own : and (fince 
the nation is fo generally concerned in this 
Indian trade, that the ruin of it, which, 
God forbid, may very probably draw along 
with it that of the whole trade of the 
kingdom, and a perpetual difcouragement 
from ever attempting any thing confider- 
able hereafter) that a twelve-month's cefe 
fliould be levied for the fupport of it 5 and 
that what&ever may be the producft of 
that money, by the trade of the company, 
fhall go to the eafing of the nation from 
publick burdens, whenever they fhall make 
a dividend of clear profit. For 'tis but 
reafonable that, iince the company has 
been unjuftly hindered of that fupply of 
money which they expeded, and might 
have had from ftrangers, they fliould have 
recourfe for redrefs to the parliament, who 
if they fliall think fit to take fuch a refb- 
lution, the company will be able imme- 
diately to procure an advance of money 
upon the credit of the cefs. 

It will be alfo fit, that the company 
petition the parliament to addrcls his ma- 
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jcfty, that the three fmall frigats, lately 
tniilt at the expence <df this natiop, may 
he appointed for a convoy to the next fliip^ 
they flhall fend out. 

The parliament having provided for 
this prefEng affair, will (no doubt) pro- 
ceed to the bufinefs of the forces, and to 
confider whether a ftanding army Ihall be 
kept up in time of peace, as in time of 
war ; for the arguments ufed to continue 
them for a year, may be improved to keep 
them up for ever j efpecially fince we have 
at this time a ftronger argument againft 
them, than I hope ihali ever be alledged 
hereafter; I mean that of the nation's be- 
ing cxhaufted of money by a three yeara 
fcarcity next to a famine : but how long 
dais may continue God only knows. 

A LONG and tedious war, which has 
coil this nation much blood, is at length 
ended in a peace. Our expence of trea- 
fufe has been inconfiderable by reafon of 
our poverty through want of trade; yet 
have we contributed our part, if the fmall- 
ne& of our ftock be coniidered. But ia 
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the lofs of our people, which is an expencc 
of blood and riches too, we have paid a 
treble proportion. Seven or eight thou- 
fand of our feamen were on board the En- 
glifti fleet, and two or three thoufand in 
that of Holland : we had twenty battalions 
of foot, and fix fquadrons of dragoons 
here and in Flanders. Befides, I am cre- 
dibly informed, that every fifth man in 
the Englifti forces was either of this na- 
tion, or Scots-Irifh, who are a people of 
the fame blood with us. All thefe, by a 
modeft computation, may amount to thirty 
thoufand men. This I only mention ta 
anfwer the reproaches of thofe who vilify 
us as an inconfiderable people, and fet a 
mean value on the (hare we have borne in 
this war. I am unwilling to fpeak of the 
remrns that have been made to us for our 
aflifl:ance, by refufing to our foldiers the 
donative given to thofe who had ferved no 
better than they, and by prefling our fea- 
men, contrary to the law of nations. Now 
though refenting the lafl: of thefe during 
the war, would have marked us out for 

difafFcdtion 
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^faiFedion and Jacobitifm 5 yet wc ought 
to hope it may be mentioned at this time 
without offence. But fome will fay, that 
the bleffings of peace are fb great, that nor 
only the calamities of war, but even af- 
fronts and injuries from our neighbours, 
otight to be forgot and drowned in the joys, 
which the hopes of eafe, tranquillity and 
plenty muft needs produce. And indeed 
I flioiSld be contented, that all refentments 
were facrificed to fuch charming hopes, if 
they had any real foundation. But we 
have a peace, and yet muft nor reap any 
benefit by it; a poor country is to main- 
tain almoft as many forces as they did in 
time of war; a nation endeavouring to fee 
up manufadures, and to advance trade, 
muft ftill fee their people confumed, by 
continuing on foot mercenary forces. 

I SHALL not infift upon the arguments 
that may be brought againftftanding forces, 
nor go about to ftiew how inconfiftent 
they are with liberty. I fhall not men- 
tion the examples of almoft all the nations 
of Europe, who by keeping up fuch forces 
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in rime- of peace are become flaves. This 
has been fiilly made out by divers treatifes 
which have been lately publifhed, and arc 
in the hands of moft men. Perhaps 
alfo it will be faid, that I am not to infift 
upon the point of right in this cafe, fincc 
there is no article in our claim of right 
to declare the keeping up of a ftanding 
army in time of peace, without confent 
cf parliament, to be againft law/ Yet 
thofe who are of that opinion {hould con- 
fider, that the eftates of this kingdom have 
made the keeping up of a ftanding army, 
in time of peace, without confent of par- 
liament, an article in the forfaulture dE the 
late King James. But it feems we muft 
ufe more modeft argunients than fuch as 
naturally arife from the hazard our liberty 
may run, by allowing ftanding forces, or 
from any right we have to pretend that 
'tis againft the conftimtion of our govern- 
ment to impofe them upon us, and be 
obliged to bring all our reafons from our 
neceffities and inability to maintain any. 
Indeed, as this is the moft modeft, fo furely 
2 \k 
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'tk the ftrongeft argument ; for fuch forces 
aie not to be maintained, without increa- 
fing the poverty of this country, and • re- 
ducmg it at length to utter defolation. 
'Tis hard if the charges of a government 
ihould be the fame in time of peace, or 
even come near the expence that was per-* 
haps requifite to be made in time of war; 
fuch a nation can never hope to be in a 
flourifliing ftate. Now as our condition 
will not permit us to keep up thefe forces, 
{o I can fee no reafon why we ftiould da 
it if we could. There is no pretence for 
them, except only to keep a few wretched 
Highlanders in orders which might be 
eafily done by a due execution of our old 
laws made for that purpofe, without the 
help of any fort or garifon. We are at 
a great diftance from any other enemy, 
and cannot juftly fear an invafion from 
beyond fo great a fea as muft be pafled ta 
come at us. And though during the late 
war we were fomedmes under the appre- 
hcnfions of fuch an invafion, yet the enemy 
was not fo imprudent to put it to the ha- 
zard. But 
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But fome will fay, that the late King 
James has fllU many partizans in this na- 
tion, that we have always been, and ftill 
are a divided people, and that there arc 
many ill men amongft us: they have alfo 
the confidence ftill to tell us of an inva- 
iion upon Scotland by the French King > 
who to cover this probable defign, has de- 
livered up fuch vaft countries, and places 
of fuch great importance. Why do they 
not alfo fay, that as a man every day af- 
ter he is born, is nearer to his end, fo are 
we every day after the peace nearer to a 
war ? The party of the late King James 
was always infignificant, and is now be- 
come a jcft. If the government will en- 
courage good men, they will need no 
ftanding forces to fecure therfifelves from 
the bad. For of what ufe can any mili- 
tia be fuppofed to be, that is not fit to 
preferve the quiet of a country remote 
from enemies in time of peace ? 

Those of the prelbyterian perfuafiori 
{hould, I think, be the laft of all men. 
to eftablifh an army j for whatever they 
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may promife to themfelves, 'tis certain that 
either upon his majefty's death, or upon 
alterations of meafures, and changes of 
difpofitions in the minds of the members 
of future parliaments, it will be always a 
fure rod for the backs of thofe who have 
fo many enemies. But men are blind in 
profperity, forgetting adverfityandthc vi- 
cifQcudes of human affairs. And it were 
but rcafonable that thofe of that perlua- 
jfion, who in the late King James's reign 
made fo falfe a ftep as was like to have 
proved fatal to our liberties, ihould now 
think of making Ibme amends, and Shew- 
ing that they have profited by their error,, 
and are not ( as they exprefs themfelves ) 
time-fervers. 

But to difcover the true reafon why 
ftanding forces are defigned to be kept up 
in this nation in time of peace, we need 
only look, back on the ufe that was made 
of them during the late war. For after 
the reduction of the Highlands they ferved 
only for a feminary to the forces of this 
nation that were with hismajefly in Flan- 
ders^ 
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ders, the beft of their men being drawn 
out yearly for recruiting thofe forces. 
This alfo proves that his majefty knew 
very well, that there was no hazard from 
the invafions I mentioned before : for if 
there had been any real danger of that 
kind, he would not have Weakened "the 
forces in this kingdom fo confiderably. I 
am very far from difapproving his ma- 
jefty*8 condud: in that affair; I do on the 
contrary highly commend his wifdom in 
it, and think it to have been the beft ufe 
that could be made of forces in this coun- 
try, whilft the war continued. But muft 
we in time of peace be taxed beyond 
meafure to maintain forces, which upon 
occafion are to ferve for the defence of 
two of the richeft nations in the world; 
nations that have manifefted their unwil- 
lingnefs to let us into the leaft co-part- 
nerfliip with them in trade, from which 
all our riches, if ever we have any, muft 
arife? This is to load a poor nation with 
taxes, and to opprefs them with foldiers 
in order to procure plenty and riches to 
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other countries, of which thiey are not to 
have the leaft fharc. Rich and opulent 
nations are to enjoy the benefits of the 
peace, and we are to fufFer, that they may 
enjoy them with fecurity* 

Therefore I am of opinion, tha^finee 
we can exped no advantages from our 
neighbours or allies, we do ourfelvcs right, 
by refufing to maintain any {landing forces 
for their behoof, because we need none for 
our own defence, and. that our militia 
may be fufficicnt on all occalions where 
force is neccflary. Eighty four thouland 
pounds, which is the fum propofed for 
the yearly maintenance of ftanding forces, 
is as much money to us, as two millions 
live hundred and-twenty thoufand pounds 
is to England, fince we cannot pretend to 
above the thirtieth part of their wealth. 
And yet that nation allows but three hun* 
dred and fifty thoufand pounds for the 
forces they keep on foot ; of which fum 
twelve thoufand pounds is more than the 
thirtieth part. If it be faid that England 
allows more for their fleet than for their 

H land 
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land forces ; I anfwer, it ought to be con- 
fidcred that England with all its riches 
m*intain«^ only five millions and half of 
people, and that Scotland upon a thirtieth 
part maintains a million and half. Eighty 
four thouftnd pounds kid out yearly in 
hu&andry, nsanufaa:urcs and trade, may 
do great things in Scotland^ and not only 
mamtain (though mi a di^reant way of 
living) all thofe officers and foldiers, of 
which thefe forces are dcfigncd to confift, 
but alfo vaftly enrich this nation ; whereas 
great numbers of foldiers produce nothing 
but beggary in any place. People em- 
ployed in manufadtores, hufbandry and 
trade, make confuraption as well as fol- 
diers, and their labour and induflry is an 
overplus of wealth to the nation, whilfl: 
foldiers confume twice as much as they pay 
for, and live idle. 

'Tis not the leaft misfortune of this 
country, that the younger fons of the no- 
biHty and gentry have in all times had 
their inclinations debauched to an idle, 
for the vofsSt part criminal, and almoft al- 
ways 
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ways unproiitaWe fort of life; I mean that 
of a foldier of fortune. Their talents might 
have been much better employed in trad^ 
and hufbandry to the improvement of their 
country, and increafe of their patrimony. 
Let us begin to come off from fuch ruinous 
ways of living ; and if we defign to carry on 
a great trade, let us employ men capable to 
manage it. From all theie confideration$ 
liay, that the keeping up of any (landing 
forces in time of peace is not only ufelefs, but 
deftraiStive to the well being of this nation^ 
Iw it be objected, that this would take 
away even the ordinary guards; lanfwer, 
that whilft we had a king •refiding in 
Scotland, he had no other guard than 
forty gentlemen 5 and now when we have 
no'kingamongftus, wemuft have afqua^ 
dron of horfe and two battalions of foo^ 
with the title of guards. But I would 
ki|o w what guards they are we muft keep 
up. Are they thofe who yielded up tho 
rank of the nation and dignity of a crown, • 
if it have any preheminence above a com- 
monwealth ? I am far from pleading for 
H 2 mutiny 
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mutiny againft a general, or difobcdicncc 
to a king ; but when the meaneft officer 
thinks himfelf injured in his rank, he de- 
piands his pafs, and will ferve no more j 
neither is he blamed by any prince for fo 
doing. If the officers of that body would 
haye done as much for the honour of their 
country, fure they would have merited 
his majefty's efteem, and deferved rewards 
from the nation. But how they can pre- 
tend to be kept up after an adion that 
our anceftors would have thought to de- 
fervc not only breaking, but a decimation 
to precede it, I cannot imagine. I know 
there are many brave gentlemen among 
them who were much grieved at the 
thing, but they had a bad example from 
the then commanding officer ; and 'tis to 
be feared that his advancement to the place 
of the greateft military truft and impor- 
tance in the kingdom, may by his majefty's 
enemies be imputed to that adtion. 

Bdt after all we are told, that if wc 
will keep up {landing forces we fhall have 
an aft of habeas corpus. This would be 
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a wife bargain : here is a price for our liber- 

. ty 5 fure we may expedt an immenfe fum, 

and a fecurity without exception. No, no, 

but you fliall have an adl of parliament for 

the freedom of yourperfons, though there 

be nevei^fo many ftanding forces in the 

kingdom 3 that is, we (hall have the law on 

our fide, and another (hall have the force, 

and then let nature work. If there be no 

danger that ftanding forces fhould violate 

the law, there is no danger from them. 

There is no pretence to fpeak of a cefs 
or land-tax for maintaining forces, before 
the bufinels of the army be taken into 
confideration ; and one would think, if the 
army be difbanded, it fhould not be men- 
tioned at all. Yet 'tis certain that fuch 
men as would recommend themfelvcs by 
a pretended loyalty, will not fail to tell 
us, that we ought to be at the leaft as 
liberal to his prefent majefty, who has re- 
deemed us from popery and flavery, as 
we were to King James, who would have 
brought us under both: and though they 
pow pretend that a cefs for life will not 
H3 be 
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ht Co much as mentioned in the approach- 
ing feffion, we know very well their con- 
dud: in thataffair will be regulated upon the 
difpolition they find in the parliament to 
]grant or refiife it; and that if they con- 
ceive any hopes of obtaining fo confider- 
able a jewel to the crown, they will be 
fure to bring in that affair when leaft ex- 



The giving his majefly a land-tax dur^* 
ing life, and fo great a one as that grant- 
ed to the late King James, with the re-^ 
venue already fettled on him for the lame 
f erm, makes it impoflible for the fubjedt 
to give mor^ and confequently is of all 
thofe affairs that can come before any par- 
liament the greateft, and of the higheft 
importance; fince it tends to the making 
parliaments lefs neceflary, and confequent- 
ly to the abolishing them, with the an^ 
lient conftitution pf government in this 
^tion. 

Those who have the honour to advifc 
his prefent raaje%, if they be true lovers 
pi die monardiy, oughf to h^ve a car« 
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of tDcading in die former foo^fteps, and 
above all fhun to advife him to defire thole 
things of die parlianient which King James 
defired and obtained. It were their duty 
by all means, to eiKieavour a fair under* 
landing and a contmual good ccnrrefpon- 
dence between long and people, which 
certainly is the only true fupport of mo- 
narchy. Now d^ere are no occaiions of 
entertaining and encreafing that confidence, 
and thofe mutual good offices that fhould, 
like regular tides, ebb and flow between 
king and people, greater than diofe of par- 
liaments. Endeavours to take away thp 
frequency of parliaments, are endeavours 
to take away thofe frequent good offices 
between king and people. The king ftands 
in need of money, the people of good lawq> 
which their reprefentatives and his great 
council offer to him, that they may have 
his fandion, and that he may provide fqr 
dwar due execution. Money may be given 
at once, for a long time, or for ever j but 
^ood laws cannot be fo enafted, the oc^ 
. cafion and neceffity of them difcovering 

H4 . itfclf 
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itfelf only from time to time: and if the 
one go without the other, the mutual 
goodofEces, and confequently the mutual 
confidence between king and people ceafes. 

It may be farther confidered, that the 
king has the power of calling parliaments ; 
and that by giving him for life all that 
we can give, we fliall make parliaments 
unneceflary to him. If any man fuggeft 
that it is a crime to fufpedl that fo good 
and juft a prince as his prefent majefty is, 
will not always do what is for the good 
of his people; I anfwer, that I have all 
the deference, reipcdt and efteem for his 
majefty that any fubjea: ought to have- 
but it were a fulfome piece of flattery for 
any man to fay, that he cannot be influ- 
enced by bad counfel, or that he is not 
fubjea to thofe frailties of miftake and 
prejudice, from which no mortal was ever 
free, and princes always moft fubje<a to 
througjh the fuggeftipns and bad offices of 
men about them. 

But let us fuppofe that his prefent ma- 
jefty will never make the leaft bad ufe of 

this 
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tbis tax, who fliall fecure us his fucdeflbr 

will not? If it be faidthat 'tis only for his 

prefentmajeftythis tax isdefired, and that 

it is in the power of the parliament to re- 

fiife it to the fucceilbr^ I fay, with what 

probability will it, and with what face can 

it be rcfufed to him ? Thefe men defire it 

for Ijis prefent majefty becaufe Kmg James 

had it, though he made bad ufe of it ; 

the fucceffor (hall defire it becaufe his 

prefent majefty had it, and made good ufe 

of it 5 \ think his argument is ftrongcr. 

So that though this be faid to be only for 

the life of his prefent majefty, yet upon the 

matter it is for ever. And then I need not 

tell you the confequence, our parliaments 

fliall be aboliftied, our kings ftiall become 

tyrants, and we, of fubjedts, flaves. 

But if we look more nearly into this 
demand, I doubt not it will appear very 
grofs. During the late war, land-taxes 
were only demanded from year to year, 
and we gave them chearfuUy, in hopes that 
a few years would put an end to that 
fharge. When we had undoubted rcafons 
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CO believe there would be a peace, they 
were demanded to be given for two years ^ 
and now Cod has blefled us with it, if 
ihey bedemandedduring his majefty'slife, 
will not this look as if we were to have a 
Aanding army during the fame time? 

A jLAND-TAx during his majefty's life, 
is a French taille for that time. And we 
ought not to forget that we are beginning, 
to the great advantage of the nation, to 
make fome fmallprogrefe in trade; but if it 
be not incouraged, and much more if it be 
nipt in the bud, there is an end of all our 
hopes. One of the greateft things in trade^ 
is to encourage exportation ; and 'tis known 
that the greateft commodity of this king- 
4iom is corn : if there be a land-tax on thofe 
whofc chief riches confift in corn, they cjui- 
not fell fo cheap to the merchant, that he 
can make any profit by exporting it. 

A s for the arguments of thofe who are 
for this tax, I need anfwer none of them ; 
they are, to iave the trouble and expence 
of frequent parliaments ; and becaufe the 
pation did truft King James with this tax, 

who 
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who made bad ufe of it, (a modeft and a 
fenfible argument!) ^e they not afraid it /^ 

ihould be &id> that thofe who advife the 
Ring td aflc the iame truft King James had» 
may advife him likewife to the fame things!i 
for which King James demanded it ? Sure 
I am, that many who plead for thit npWi 
are the fame perfons who did the like for 
King James: and as for the expence oc- 
cafioned by frequent parliaments^ I be* 
lieve there is neither (hire nor borough 
but will find perfons very willing to re- 
prefent them, without putting them to aoy 
charge. I know *tis commonly iaid in 
this kingdom, that parliaments do more 
hurt than good s but it is becaufe they 
are never called unlefs to impofe money: 
will it mend the matter to lay on at once, 
and for life, as much as the nati(xi is able 
to pay? We were getting fome good law« 
for our naoncy, but dien we (hall be ex- 
cluded from that benefit. 

In a word, (Hir forefathers had two fe- 
curities for th^ir liberties and properties^ 
they had both the fword and the purie: 

the 
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the fword antiently was in the hand of the 
fubjedt, bccaufe the armies then were 
compofed of the vaflals who depended on 
the barons. That fecurity is gone -, fliall 
we throw the other after it, and thereby, 
I may very well fay, difTolve the confti- 
tution, and the monarchy ? For a govern- 
ment is not only a tyranny, when tyran- 
nically exercifed ; but alfb when there is 
no fufficient caution in the conftitution 
that it may not be exercifed tyrannically. 
When the parliament has put an end 
to the affairs beforementioned, it were to 
be wifhed that this being the firil feffion 
fince the conclufion of the peace, and af- 
ter fo long a war, they would pafs fome 
adl to eafe the minds, and take away the 
fears and apprehenfions of many men who 
are ftill obnoxious to the law, of whom 
'the greater part are abroad; and all of 
them both at home and abroad, for want 
of an a6t of indemnity, made defperate, 
and only fitted to involve others in the - 
fame uncafy and diftradling circumftances 
under wKich they themfclves live. But 
I aft? 
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afts of indemnity are the worft and moft 
pernicious of all laws to the well being 
of any government, unlefs the moft noto- 
rious offenders be firft punifhed ; and in 
fuch cafes only incouragements to new 
tranfgreffions, deftroying the real fecurity 
of all government, and effe<ft of all laws, 
by giving an entire impunirjr to the at- 
tempts againft both. So that there feems 
to be an abfolute neceflity, both of making 
an example of the notorious enemies to 
the liberties of this country, and giving a 
general pardon to the reft ; if we will ei- 
ther fecurc the government for the future 
from endeavours to introduce arbitrary 
power, cut up the party of the late King 
James by the roots, or quiet the minds 
of the* people, and remove the animofitics 
that may remain in a nation wherein two 
or more parties have been inflamed againft 
each other, to the ruin of the publick li- 
berty, and extinguifti the memory of thofe 
factions for ever. 

WHEN/tis confeflTed and acknowledged, 
that there have been bold attempts and 

treacherous 
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treacherous pradices to deflroy the reli* 
gion, overturn the conilitutioo of govern- 
ment, and fupprefg the liberty of 4 nation, 
and yet no example niade of the advifers, 
and thofe who have been eminently fub^ 
iervient to fuch defigns ; fuch a people 
has as much laid the foundation of their 
own ruin, as if they had declared that 
fhofe who Oi^ll hereafter ingage them*- 
felves in th^ like attempts, need £car no 
punifhment. Upon a revolutioQ followed 
by a war, circumftances of affairs may 
be iuch, that till the war be at an end, 
\i% not fit to punifh great offenders. But 
there was no reafon, nor any well-ground<- 
ed political confideration, why immediate^ 
ly upon the late revolution, the moft no- 
torious* of thofe offenders (hould not have 
beenpuniflied; by which means we (hould 
have been delivered from our worft men, 
who have fince been very bad inftruments 
in affairs, and have terrified the reft by their 
example : we might then have quieted the 
minds of the people by an indemnity; 
brought the nation to a fettlement, and 

prevented 
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prevented the war which enfiied in this 
country. Yet (bccaufe in matters of pru- 
dence men are of different fcntiments) 
thcHJgh it fhouid be granted, that during 
the war it was not fit to make any exam- 
ples, what pretence can there be now of ex- 
empting from punifhmcnt thofe who have 
been notorioufly criminal, both under the 
late reigns, and under this? which when ic 
kdone, whatconjunftureof timecanbefb 
proper for applying the healing remedy of 
an aft of indemnity and oblivion to the 
reft, as the prefent, by reafon of the peace? 
Before the revolution, the court had 
been in a formed conlpiracy againft the 
religion and liberties of this nation ; nor 
was there any art to introduce ;urbitrary 
power, or fubvert our religion, for which 
the late reigns wanted willing inftruments; 
and many endeavoured to fignalize them-* 
felves in the ruin of their country. Yet 
no man has been made an example, to 
deter others from the like crimes. It will 
I know be thought hard to mention the 
puniftiing of offences committed fo many 

2 years 
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years ago, when many of the offenders are 
dead 5 and Ibme men will judge it fitter 
to bury all in a general aft of pblivion. 
To this I anfwer, that having been highly 
to blame for negledling hitherto to punifli 
the enemies of our liberty, this ought to 
oblige us the rather to make an example 
of thofe who are flill living. And to con- 
vince us of this neceffity, we need only 
to confider what crimes thofe men would 
not have puniftied, nor the leaft example 
made of any that have been guilty of 
them; and whethec the fuffering them 
to pafs unpuniflicd, will not bring a guilt 
upon the nation which may not eafily be 
expiated. Publick and private injuries 
arc of a very different nature ; and though 
we are commanded to forgive the laft, yet 
thofe who have power and right, are re- 
quired, under the greatcfl penalties, to 
punifh the other, cfpccially where the 
crimes are enormous. But if the parlia- 
ment fhould follow the advice of thofe 
men, they are not to punifh any violent 
proceedings, illegal and arbitrary impri- 

^nmcnts^ 
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f(KMnentS) fines, bani{hments, and murders 
under pretext of law, that were fet on 
foot, encoun^ed, and committed by thofe 
evil counfellors mentioned in his majefty's 
declaration, in order to alter the religion 
and government of this nation, and in place 
of them to introduce popery and flavery^ 
They are not to punifli thofe who to re- 
commend themfelves to the late kings, by 
-their intcreft, power, and credit in the par- 
liament, got to be enaded mod cruel and 
unchriftian laws,for perfecuting a great part 
of this nation upon the account of their re- 
ligious opinions, which they could not quit 
widiout violating their confciences : They 
arc not to punifli thofe privy counfellors 
who went further than thofe very laws 
would allow them, in a thoufand arbi- 
trary and illegal proceedmgs, iffuing out 
orders to invade fuch as diflented from 
them only in religious matters, with an 
army compofed for the raoft part of barba* 
rous Highlanders, who hunted them from 
hill to hill, to force them to take arms, 
that they might have a pretext to deflroy 
I them 
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them utterly. They are not to punifti 
thofe who gave orders to impofe illegal ^' 
and unwarrantable oaths upon all per- 
fons, even on fiily wcraien that might be 
found travelling in the ordinary road> 
and to fhoot them immediately dead, if 
they (hould refufe the fanie. Nor are 
they to punifll thofe who put them in 
execution. Do prefbyterians in particu^ 
lar imagine, that if they negled their duty 
in punifliing thefe men, they will avoid 
the guilt of the innocent blood fhed in 
thofe times ? Are fuch things to be par- 
doned as private injuries ? The making 
our courts of juftice, particularly that of 
the feilion, to be the inftruments pf fub- 
jeding all men to arbitrary power, arc 
things to be paffed over in filcnce, and no 
account to be taken of them. Thofe 
who advifed and drew a proclamation^ 
declaring the late King James his abfolute 
power in exprefs terms, are not to be 
queftioned for it If the parliament 
pais over thefe things without making any 
example of the offenders, they make a 
2 pre- 
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precedent for abolifliing the punifh- 
tnent of all enormous crimes for ever, 
fince there never can be greater than thefe. 
Shall there be no examples made of cri- 
minals for enormities of luch a general 
influence and concernment, in a nation 
where a poor man for ilealing a little food, 
is for example's fake (let what I fay be 
confidered is for example's fake) puniflied ^ "^^"^^^ 
with death ? If there can be no ftop put to 
the leaft of crimes, but by the puniQiment 
of fome of thofe that are guilty ; can there 
be any remedy againft the abettors of ar- 
bitrary power, if no example be made of 
theni? Can that government be iaid to be 
fecure, where there is no punifliment, but 
rewards for confpiracies againft its con- 
ftimtion? 'Tis true that it may be fit to 
overlook fome crimes, wherein extraor- 
dinary numbers of men are concerned, 
but not extraordinary crimes, nor the 
moft guilty of the criminals. 

It was thought fit to forbear the pu- 
niflihient of the evil counfellors men- 
tioned in his majefty's declaration for 
I 2 fome 
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fome time ; that forbearance has lafted 
to this day j and we have fo little hopes 
of feeing any difcouragement put upon 
thofe who fliall promote arbitrary go- 
vernment in time to come, by an ex- 
emplary puniffiment of the moft notori- 
ous offenders under the late reigns, that 
notwithftanding many new provocations, 
and reiterated treafons under this, they 
have not only hitherto efcaped punifhment, 
but have been alfo encouraged. For not 
long after the revolution, the moft con- 
fiderable of them (I do notfpeak of thofe 
who took arms) entered into new conlpi- 
racies againft their country, to betray it 
again to the late King James, and took the 
oaths to this King, that they might have 
the better opportunity to bring back the 
other. Yet after all this his majefty was 
advifed to put fome of them into the moft 
important places of truft in the kingdom. 
What are we then to expeift, if we fliall 
not now proceed to make fome examples,; 
but that they, and men of the like prin- 
ciples^ will infmuate themfclves into all 
2 the 
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the places of truft ; and haive the power 
as well as the will to throw us mto pri- 
fons^ and by their pernicious counfels to 
betray his prefent majefty into the fame 
misfortunes that were brought upon the 
late King ? Is it not enough, that the pu- 
niflimen^ of thofe who endeavoured to en- 
flave us under the late reigns, has been de- 
layed till now ? Becaufe they have renew- 
ed the fame pradtices under this, muft it; 
ftill be delayed, to the end that (as they 
have already done in the affair of Glcnco]j[ 
they may continue to give his majefly the 
lame bad counfel with which |he late 
kings were poifoned ? Now^ to. pardoa 
them we have this encouragement, that 
having paffed over former crimes, we em- 
bolden them to conxmJt new, and to giv^ 
frefli wounds to th^t country which has 
already fo ofteij bled under their haiids. 

When the greateft offenders are pu- 
niflied, zxi ad of indemnity will be as. ne- 
ce^ry to the well-being of this natipQ as 
peace; itfejf, fiijce there can be nq eafc or 
quiet without it. But fo little hopes have 
I 3 - w« 
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wc of this, that whilft the evil counfellors, 
againft whom hismajefty did fo juftly de- 
clare, live at eafe, an ad (as we are told) 
is to be brought into the parliament for 
banifliing during plcaiure many thoufands 
of inconfiderable people who cannot be 
charged with crimes any way comparable 
to theirs ; and fome of them free of the 
leaft appearance of any. What conftruc- 
tion would the advifers of thefe things 
have even thofe who arc beft aflfedted to 
the government put upon them? One 
might reafonably think that fuch things 
may be fit to keep up the party of the late 
King James, and fright the nation into a 
belief of the neceffity of continuing a 
ftanding army, that they may be fit to 
lead men of eftates, or thofe who have any 
thing to lofe, into fiiares both at home 
and abroad (particularly in France, where 
the late King James is ftill fiiflfered) by pre- 
tending correlpondence or converfatioQ 
with fuch as may be obnoxious to the law : 
but no man can fulped the worft of coun- 
cilors of fuch dcfigns. And therefore | 
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confefs I am at a ftandj for fuch vaft 
numbers of people were never yet ba* 
niflied for crimes offtate: nor does the 
nGiultitude ever fuflfer for them, except cMily 
in barbarous copntries. If it he j(aid that 
ill men may have deiigns againf): his ma- 
jefly's life, and therefore ought to be 
b^iihed ; I anfwer, nothing is more likely 
to draw on fuch anjifchief, than extraor- 
dinary feverities ufed ag^in^ them* For 
nothing does fo much 9^% a iQan lor fiK:h 
an attempt, as d^efpsur j againft whiph no 
djftance di p}ace caQ loi^g p'QIiei^. 

My opinioi? therefore is, that an adl of 
indemnity(exceptingonIy9flaffin$3nd other 
notorious criipinals, whoin vyc cannot at 
prefent reach) is more fuit^bte to wr prc-^ 
lent con4itlon, timn an adof banifhment: 
and thgt to procure the natbn fo great a 
Ueiling, jhe parlijiment Ihould proceed, 
without delay, to the punifhing of the 
greateft criminals, both of this and the 
laft reigns without which an oblivion will 
be one of the greateft injuries that can be 
done to us. 

I 4 I SHALL 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 ^e Firji Difcmrfe^ &c. 

I SHALL only add, that there is ground 
to believe fomc men will endeavour to 
perfuade the parliament to take this affair 
into confidetation before all others; be- 
caufe it was the firft thing done in the laft 
feflion of the Englifli parliament j and the 
bill having paft there almoft without de- 
bate, they will make ufeof that as an ar- 
gument why it ftiould do fo here. What 
the confiderations were which moved that 
parliament to do fo, I will not prefume to 
determine, neither is it my bufinefi } cir-* 
cumftances of affairs may be difierent in 
different nations: fure I am, that in this 
particular they are different, that a greater 
number of men, in proportion^ to thepeo-^ 
pie in each nation, will fall under uneaiy 
circumflances by fuch an a£t in Scotland^ 
than has been found to have don<: in Eng- 
land. 
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THE SECOND 

DISCOURSE 

Concerning the 
AFFAIRS of SCOTLAND; 

Written in the Year 1698. 

THE afiairsofwhichlhavcfpoken 
in the preceding difcourfe, are 
fuch as the prefent conjun6xire 
makes a proper fulgcdi forthe approach- 
ing feflion of parliament : but there are 
many other things which require no lefs" 
their care, if the urgent and preffing di- 
ftrefles of the nation be confidered. I fliall 
therefore with all due refpeft to the par- 
liament offer my opinion concerning two, 
which I prefume to be of that nature. 

The 
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The firA thing which I humbly and 
eorneiUy propose to that honourable court 
is, that they would take into their confide- 
ration the condition of ib many thoufands 
of our people who are at this day dying 
forewarn of bread. And to perfuade them 
ferioufly to apply themfelves to fo indilpen- 
iibleaduty, they have all the inducements 
which thofe moft powerful emotions of the 
foul, terror and compaffipn, can produce* 
Qecauie from unwhoUbme food diieaies are 
fo multiplied among the poor people, tha.t 
if fome pourfb be not taken, this fa- 
mine may very probably be followed by a 
plague; and then what man is there even 
of thoie who Qt in parliament that can be 
fure he fhall efcape ? And what man is there 
in t|iis nation, if he have any compaflion, 
who muft not gradge jbimfelf every nice bit 
and every delicate roorfel he puts in his. 
mouth, when he confiders that fo many arc 
already dedd, and fo many at that minute 
ftruggling with death, not for want of bread 
but of grains, which I am credibly informt^ 
edh^vpbepn eaten by fpme fatpilieSj, evea 
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4uring the preceding years of fcarcity. An4 
muft not every unnecefl^ry branch of our 
cxpence, or tiie leaft finery in our houfes^ 
clothes or equipage, reproach us w^th our 
barbarity, fp long ajs people born with na- 
tural endowmjcnts, perhaps not inferior to 
our own, and fellow citfeens, periflhi for 
want of things abfolutely neceflary to life? 
But not to infift any qaorc upon the re- 
prefentation of fo great a calamity, which 
if drawn in prpper colours, and only ac- 
cording to the precife truth of things, muft 
caft the minds of all honeft men into thofe 
convulfions which pyght neceflarily to bp 
compofcd before diey can calmly confider 
of a renaedy; and becaufe the particular^ 
of dus great diftr^fs are fufficiently fei^owt^ 
to all, Ifhall proceed to fay, tha; though 
perhaps upon the great want pf bread, pc- 
cafioned by the continued bad feafbns oi 
this and the threp preceding years, Weevil 
be greater and more prefling than at any 
time in pur days, yet there have always been 
m Scodapd fiicb numbers of poor, as by no 
TCgulaiions co^l4 evcf be orderly provided 

forj 
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for 5 and this country has always fwarmed 
withfuch numbers of idle vagabonds, as 
no laws could ever reftrain. And indeed 
when I confidered the many excellent laws 
cnadked by former parliaments for fetting 
the poor to work, particularly thofe in the 
time of King James the fixth, with the 
claufes for putting them in execution,which 
to me feemed luch as could not mifs of the 
end, and yet that nothing was obtained by 
them, I was amazed, and began to think 
upon the cafe of other nations in this par- 
ticular, perfuaded that there was fomc 
ftrange hidden root of this evil which could 
not be well difcovered, unlefebyobferving 
the condud of other governments. But 
upon reflexion I found them all fubjeft to 
the fame inconveniencies, and that in all 
the countries of Europe there were great 
numbers of poor, except in Holland, which 
I knew to proceed from their having the 
greateft fliare in the trade of the world. 
But this not being a remedy for e^ery coun- 
try, finp all cannot pretend to fo great a 
partin trade^and that two or three nations 
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arc able to manage the whole commeroe of 
Europe j yet there being a neceffity that the 
poor fliould every where be provided for, 
unlefs wewill acknowledge the deficiency of 
all government in that particular, andfind- 
ing no remedy in the laws or cuftoms of any 
of the prefentgovemments, I began to con- 
fider what might be the conduft of the wife 
antients in that affair. And my curiofity 
was increafcd, when upon reflexion I could 
not call to mind that any antient author had 
fo much as mentioned fuch a thing, as great 
numbers of poor in any country. 

At length I found the original of that 
multitude of beggars which now opprefs 
the world, tohave proceeded from church- 
men, who (never failing to confound things 
fpiritual with temporal, and confequently 
all good order and good government, either 
through miftake or defign) upon die firft 
publick eftabliihment of the chrillian reli- 
gion, recommended nothing more to ma- 
ilers, in order to the falvation of their fouls, 
than the fetting fuch of their flaves at li- 
berty as would embrace the chriftian faith, 

though 
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though our Saviour and his apoftles had 
been fb hx frcfta making ufe of any tem- 
poral advantages to perfuade eternal truths, 
and fo far from invading any man's pro- 
perty, by profiiifing him heavett fbr it, that 
the apeftle Paul fays exprcfly, * In what- 

* cVef condition of life cvbry one is called 

* to the chriftiah faith, in that let him rc- 

* main. Ait thoU called being a flave ? B6 

* not concerned foi: thy Cbndttionj but 

* even thdi^h thou mighteft be free, chufe 
' to c6htinufe xti it. Fot he who is called 

* v^rhilft a Have, beirotiies the freeman of 

* the Lord; and likewife h6 that is called 

* whirft a free-man, become^ the flave of 

* Chrift, who has paid a price for you, that 
« you might not be the Haves of men. Let 

* every one therefore, brethren, in what- 

* ever condition he is called, in that rc- 
^ main, in the fear of God.' Thai the in- 
terpretation I put upon this paflage, difie- 
rent from our tranlladon, is the true nlean- 
ing of the apoftie, not only the authority 
of the Greek fathers, and genuine fignifi- 
cation of the Greek particles, but the whole 

context^ 
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eontext, chkfly the firft and laft words 
(which fcem to be repeated to inforce and 
deternaine fuch a meaning) clearly demon- 
ftrate. And the reafon why he recommends 
to them rather to continue flaves (if they 
have embraced the chriftian faith in that 
Condition) feems to be thatit might appear 
they did not embrace it. for any worldly 
advantage, as well as to deftroy a dodlrine 
which even in his days began to be preach- 
ed, that flavery was inconfiftent with thd 
chriftian reHgionj fince fuch a dodrind 
would have been a great ftop to the pro- 
grefs of it. What the apoftle means by 
faying, we ought not to be the Haves of 
men, I fliall fliew hereafter. 

This diforder of giving liberty to great 
nuinbers of Haves upon their profeffionof 
Chriftianity, grew to fuch a height, even 
in the timeof Conftantine the great, that 
the cities of the empire found themfelves 
burdened with an infinite number of men, 
who had no other eftate but their liberty^ 
of whom the greateft part would not work, 
and the reft had been bred to no profeffion. 

This 
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This obliged Conftantine to make edids in 
favour of b^arss and from that time at 
the requeft of the bi(hops, hofpitals and 
ahns-houfes, not formerly known in the 
world, began to be eflablifhed. But upon 
the rife of the Mahometan religion, which 
was chiefly advanced by giving libetty to 
all their flaves, the Chriftians were fo mo- 
lefted by the continual rebellion of theirs, 
that they were at length forced to give li- 
berty to them all; which it feems the 
churchmen then looked upon as a thing ne- 
cefTary to preferve the chriftian religion, 
fince in many of the writings,by which ma- 
tters gave freedom to their flaves, 'tis ex- 
prefly faid, they did fo, to fiive their own 
fouls. 

This is the rife of that great mifchief, 
under which, to the undoing of the poor, 
all the nations of Europe have ever fince 
groaned. Bccaufe in antient times, fb 
long as a man was the riches and part of 
the poflfeflion of another, every man was 
provided for in meat, clothes and lodging ; 
and not only he, but (in order to increafe 
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tliat riches) his wife and children alfo : 
whereas provifions by hofpitals, alms- 
houfes, and the contributions of churches 
or parifties, have by experience been found 
to increafe the numbers of thofe that live 
by them. And the liberty every idle and 
lazy perfon has of burdening the fociety 
in which he lives, with his maintenance, 
has increafed their numbers to the weak- 
riing and impoverifliing of it : for he needs 
only to fay, that he cannot get work, and 
then be muft be maintained by charity. 
And as I have ihewn before, no nation ex- 
cept one only (which is in extraordinary 
circumftances) does provide by publick 
work-houfes for their poor: the reafon of 
which feems to be, that publick work- 
houfes for fuch vaft numbers of people, 
are impradicable except in thofe places 
where (befkles a vaft trade to vend the ma- 
riufaftured goods) there is an extraordinary 
police , and that though the Hollanders by 
reafon of the fteddinefs of their temper, as 
well as of their government (being a com- 
monwealth) may be conftant to their mc- 
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thods of providing for thcppor; y(?pA?^ 
nation,and under a gavcrntnent like thgt of 
France, though yaft publick wprk-hopf<;s^ 
may he for a \yhile kept ii^ order, 't\5(ill not 
be Ipng before they fall into cpnfpfipn and 
ruin. And indeed (next to Plata's republick^ 
which chiefly coniifts in making the whole, 
fociety live in common) there 1$ nothing 
more imprafticable than to proyide for fo 
great a part of every nation by publick 
work-houfes. Whereas \jrhen fuch an oecp-^ 
nomy comes under the infpe(9ion of every 
mafter of a family, and that h^ hlmfel^ 
is to reap the profit of the.right manage-, 
mentj the th;ng not only turns to a far 
better account, buft by reafpn of his ppw€;r, 
to fell thofe vvprj^n^en tp. others, who may, 
have ufe for them^^ when he himfclf \^x 
amincj to alter his couirfe oflife^ th^prp- 
fit is permanent to the ibgi^cy; nor ca^. 
fuch an ceconpniy, or any fugh mai^age-.. 
ment ever fall into confufipq. 

I DOUBT npt, that wha? I have^ faidj 
will meetjj not Qnly ^yith aU the mifcpn-. 
ftru6:ion ancjl oblpqu^i ^^5fU thec^ain* 
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fejy'imf but^eriibs, of ^Klth either igho- 
rktit magiftratfes, or proadi lazy and mifer- 
aBfe pc6j)le are ckpablcf. Wotild I brin^ 
Back fi^tvtvy into the world ? Shall iilen o£^ 
iriiriiortal fouls, and by nature equal to 
any, btffold'aslbeaftk? Shall they and their 
j^dftbtity be fot evei" fubjeSed to the nioffi 
liliferable of all conditions^ the inhuman 
batlJatity of mafters, who may beat, mil-' 
tilatt!/ tdrture, ftarve, or kill fo great a nxirii- 
ber of niatikinid at pleafute ? Shall the far 
greater'patt bf^the cottmorfWealth be flaveV, 
not that the' reft ntiay be free, but tyratits 
dve'f' them ? With what face can we op- 
jiofe the tytkririy of princes, and recommend' 
ItiCh d^pdfitioii as the higheft virtue, if 
^e mike durfelvcs tyrants over the greateft 
part of mankind ? Can any man, from 
whomTfuch a thing has orice efcaped, ever • 
offer to fpeak for liberty? But they muft 
-pardon me if I tell them, that I regard 
not names, but things j and that the niif- 
application of names has confounded every 
thing. We are told there is not a flave 
in France J that when a flave fcts his foot 
K 2 upon 
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upon French ground, he becomes Immcr 
diately free: and I fay, that there is not. 
a freeman in France, bccaufe the king 
takes away any part of any man's property 
at his pleafure j and that, let him do what 
he will to any man, there is no remedy. 
The Turks tell us, there are no flaves 
among them, except Jews, Moors, or Chri- 
ftians; and who is there that knows not, 
they are all flaves to the grand Seignior, 
and have no remedy againft hi« will ? A 
flave properly is one, who is abfolutcly 
fubjeded to the will of another man with- 
out any remedy: and not one that is only 
fubjedted under certain limitations, and 
upon certain accounts neceflary for the 
good of the commonwealth, though fuch 
an one may go under that name. Arid 
the confounding thefc two conditions of 
men by a name common to both, has in 
my opinion been none of the leafl: hard- 
ihips put upon thofe who ought to be 
named fervants. We are all fubjeded to 
the laws 5 and the eafier or harder condi- 
tions impofcd by them upon the feveral 

ranks 



Digitized by 



Google 



on the Affairs of Scotland. 13 j 
ranksof meninany fociety, make not the 
diftindtion that is between a freeman and 
a flavc. 

So that the condition of flaves among 
the antients, will upon ferious confidefa- 
tion appear to be only a better provifion 
in their governments than any we have, 
that no man might want the neceflities of 
life, nor any perfon able to work be bur- 
denfome to the commonwealth. And they 
wifely judged of the inconveniepces that 
befal the moft part of poor people, when 
they are all abandoned to their own con- 
duift. I know that thefc two conditions 
of men were confounded under the fanie 
liame, as well by the antients as they arc 
by us s but the reafon was, that having 
often taken in war the fubjedls of abfo- 
lute monarchs, they thought they did them 
no wrong if they did not better their con- 
dition : and as in fome of their govern- 
ments the condition of flaves was under a 
worfe regulation than in others, fo in fome 
crfthem it differ'd very little, if at all, from 
the conditionof fuch a ilave as I have dc- 
^ K 3 - fined. 
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fi^^. ^ujc I 4p npf approye^ ^d xhf^pr 
fors will pot go a^out %o d^fcf^ any ,af 
thofe bad and cruel regulations abqu^ 
fyyes. And bec^pfe ijc wcail^ !^ teijiious 
ajid aced)ef^ to purfup tfje yayjiouf ppncffT 
ficaj? 9f them ip feyef j^l ^ggf aftdgpyernr 
ijicpts, Ij: {hall jje epoi^gh fo|r nieto ^pjajfj 
^der what conditiops tjiey mighf b(e1?qf^ 
gfjpd and yfe%i, ^s well a^ } tjiyik they 
^re i}ecpl&ry ip ^ \yieU-regu|at^ gQVcrp^ 
pjppt. 

First tl^en, thc^f TO^^Cf? ftw^ »«»! 
have power ovcj: their lives, buptl^e life^f 
t|^p mafter |^ouId go fpr the JIfp pf the fer-r 
yant. The maftef f^p^jcl l^aye pp ppwer tg 
X^Utmte pr tortpfe hiqa j tl^at 'm fiiph p^f;^ 
thp fervapt flipped not pnly have; his frcfh 
dona (\yhiph alone wo^ld i^f l^c him ^jq^-- 
depfpme to the publick) but a fi^£^i^fl| 
yearly pepfiop fp long as he ^Spq^d Hyp ffpp^ 
his faid mafter. I^hat he, his wi(? and phil- 
dfen, ihopld hie prpvidc^ for ii^ ^lot^^es, 
d)i,9t, ai^d lodging. That ^?y fhpul^ ^ 
^Ught the principles of motajl^ an^ u^Uf, 
gionj to r?acl, apd be allowed, t^e u^ pf 
2 certain 
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ccrtab books : thit they ftibilM riot Wbrfc 
iijibh funda)rs, and bfc allowed i6 go to 
fchurbh: that in evciy things except thfeir 
duty as fcrvants, theyfhouldhotbe tlndet 
Hit will of theii: tiiafterg, but the J)rotec- 
lion bf the law: that when thefe fef vantS 
^to^ old, and are n6 moi-e lifeful to thel^ 
iiiifters, (left upon that account they fhoulci 
be ill ufed) hbfpitals fiiould be ^irbvided for 
theniby the publick : that if for their good ' 
4nd faithflil fetvice, aliy iriaftergive theifl 
fheir fteedotti, lie fhould be obliged to 
l^ive them likewiib wherewithal to fubfift, 
or put theiii fri ^ ^^ky bf living without 
fcelfig ttdiihiefdnics t6 int c6riihiohw6aItn: 
that they ihould wear rib habit or mark to 
diftinguifh theiri from hired fervarits : tha.i 
any riiah (hbutd be puriiflfied whb gives them 
the bpprobtibtis* rianie of flave. So, ex-^ 
fcept it Were that they cbulid poffefs nothing, 
an^ might te fbldf, which really Would! be 
but an alienation of their fervice vnthout 
their confent, they wouM live in a much 
iiiott comfortable cohditiori (wanting no- 
thing rieedflary for life)' than thbfe who 
K4 having 
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having a power to poflefs all things, arc; 
very often in want of every thing, to fuch 
a degree^ that many thoufands of theni ^ 
come to ftarve for hunger. 

It will be faid, that notwithftanding 
all thefe regulations, they may be moftbar- 
baroufly ufed by their mafters, either by 
beating them outragioufly, making them 
work beyond meafure, fufFer cold or hun- 
ger, or negleding them in their ficknefs, 
I anfwer, that as long as the fervant is of 
an age not unfit for work, all thefe things 
are againft the intereft of the mafter : that 
the moft brutal man will not ufe his beaft 
ill only out of a humour; and that if fuch 
inconveniences do fometimcs fall out, it 
proceeds, for the moft part, from the per- 
verfenefs of the fervant ; that all inconve- 
nience3 cannot be obviated by any govern- 
ment; that we muft chufe the leaft; and 
that to prevent them in the beft manner 
poflible, a particular magiftrate might be 
inftituted for that end. 

The condition of fuch a fervant is to 
be efteemed free j becaufe in the mofl ef- 
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fential things he is only fubjeft to the 
laws; and not to the will of his mafter, 
who can neither take away his life, muti- 
late, torture, or reftrain him from^ the 
comforts of wife and children : but on the 
other hand, for the fervice he does, is 
obliged to eafe hirn of the inconveniences 
of marriage, by providing for him, his 
wife, and children, clothes, food, and 
lodging : and the condition of a bafliaw, 
or great lord, under arbitrary government 
(who for the fake, and from a neceffity 
pf what they call government, has joined 
to the quality of a flave the office of a 
tyrant, and imagines himfelf a man of 
quality, if not a little prince, byfuch pre- 
eminence) is altogether flavifli; fince he 
is under the proteftion of no law, no not 
fo much as to his life, or the honour of 
his wife and children; and is fubjeded to 
ftronger temptations than any man, of be- 
ing a flave to men in St. Paul's fenfe, which 
is a worfe fort of flavery than any I have 
yet mentioned. That is of being fubfer- 
vient to, and an initrqment of the lufts 
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erf his faiaiftaf thte iyrahtV fincft if he ire- 
Mt flavi&ly to ^y, he muft lofe his df- 
fioe^ and perhaps his lifci And iftdieed 
meh of all rianks living Under arbittary gd- 
Vtmment (fo much preached and rccorii- 
mended by th6 far greater part of church- 
man) being really under the prt)te<iion bf 
no law, (whatever may be pretended) are 
not only llavci, as I have defined beforci 
but by haviftg ho other certain remedy in 
ifiy thing agaiflft the luft and paffloris of 
their fuperiorSj except fuffering dr eohi- 
pliaflee, lie UttdSf the tooft violent itttip^ 
tatidnS of beiiig {iit^c^ Iti the tVofft fchle, 
and of the only fort that is inconfiftent 
with the (ShriAian religiort. A eonditidtf 
(whatever men may imagine) fo mireh 
more miferable thaft that of fervahts proM 
teaedby the liWsin all thing* iteccflai^ 
for the fubfifteiice of <heim and their poft6^ 
rity, that there is nfo comparifon. 

I SHALt noW prbceed to the great ad*^ 
Vantages the aritients received froiii this 
fort of fervants. B^ thus- providing for 
,their poor, and making every man ufefbf 
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)t9thf QQXOmqnw^cb, tbc^ were not only 
i^ U) p^rforpi tbpie gre^c and {bapea^ 
dous puWick wwks, high-way£, aque* 
4w5fe, cpmnwn'ihow, waUs of citiea, 
ffi^-portis, bridgies, mpnumenw for the dead, 
tpmpjcs, amphitheatres, theatres, placet 
for all manner of exercifes a^d education, 
baths, courts of juftiee, market-places^ 
pwWick walks, and other mi^nificent 
works for the uf? and conveniency of the 
publick, with which Egypt, Afia, Greece, 
Italy, and other countries were filled J and 
tp adorn them with ftately pillars and obe^ 
lifks, curious Aatues, moft exquiiiteiculp* 
ture and painting : but eveiy particular 
iinan might indulge himfelf in ai^ kind 
of finery and magnificence 1 not only bcs- 
caufe he had flaves to p^form it aooord- 
ing to his fancy, but beqaufe all the pooc 
beii^ provided for, ther« could be no 
crimf in making uiwecfi&iy expences, 
V^jch are alw»p coafiraryi npt wJy to 
c^ifti^ cbaflriQf, but co«afiH)n liua^ni^, 
%^ long as a«y poor waa vran^ bread. For 
^ugh Mir& tjuii ib&n'in roakieg tbofe ex- 
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pences, wc employ the poor ; and that in 
building coftly houfes, and furnifhing 
them, making fine gardens, rich ftuffs, 
laces and embroideries for apparel, the poor 
are fet to work ; yet fb long as all the poor 
are not provided for, (though a man can» 
oot reproach himfelFin particular why 
it is not done) and that there is any poor 
family in a flarving condition, 'tis againfl 
common humanity (and no doubt would 
have been judged to be fo by the antients) 
for any man to indulge himfelf in things 
unneccflary, when others want what is 
abfolutely neceflary for life, especially fince 
the furnifhing of thofe things to them, 
does eftiploy workmen as well as our un- 
neceffary expences. So that the antients, 
without giving the leaft check to a tender 
compaflion for the neceffities of others 
(a virtue fo natural to great minds, fo 
nicely to be preferved and cheriflied) might 
not only adorn their publick buildings 
with all the refinements of art, but like- 
wife beautify their private houfes, villa's 
and gardens with the greateft curiofity< 
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But we by perfifting in the like, and other 
unneceflary expences, while all the poof 
arc not provided for (example, vanity, and 
the love of pleafure, being predominant 
in us) have not only effaced all the vefti- 
ges of chriftian charity, but baniflied na- . 
tural compaffion from amongft us, that 
without remorfe we might continue in 
them. 

This explains to us by what means fo 
much virtue and fimplicity of manners 
could fubfift in the cities of Greece, and 
the lefler Afia, in the midft of fo great 
curiofity and refinement in the arts of 
magnificence and ornament. For in an- 
tient times great riches, and confequently 
bad arts to acquire them, were not necef- 
fary for thofe things ; becaufc if a man 
poflefled a moderate number of flaves, he 
might chufe to employ them in any fort 
of magnificence, cither private or pub- 
lick, for ufe or ornament, as he thought 
fit, wjiilft he himfelf lived in the greateft 
fimplicity, having neither coaches nor 
horfes to carry him, as in triuinph, 
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tbroughi di« city 5 hcm: ^ faiftity in ifi<# 
things compofetf like tfeit <jf a^ prince, swd^ 
» murritudfe ef idle IfefVantS t<y cbttfunib^ 
his eftate- Womefn were ndt dleh' ihtd^ 
Icr^ty expenfive, but wholly imployed' itt* 
the care of dbmeftick affaitsi Neithdf did^ 
die furhitiMte^ of tHeir houfcs' attioilnt tb' 
fiich^ vaft^ fbms as^ with' US' ; but was for" 
the moft part wrought by their flaves; 

Anothbr^ advantage which the an- 
tientS' had by. this fort of fervunts, waSi 
That they' were dot' under thaturteaflfids, 
and unipeakablt vexation which wefufJfer' 
by oer hired firvants, who arc never bred^ 
to be good^fop any thing, though mbft of 
the' flaves amongft the antietits Were* 
And-though'we beftow the greateft pains 
w coft to educate one of them from his' 
youth, upon the leafttrofsvirDrd he leaves- 
us. So that Yis more than probable this 
fort of fervants growing every day worfc, 
the unfpeakiable trouble arifitig^ from 
them^ without any other confideration, 
will force the world to return to the fbr- 
raer. 

Among 
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4mono tl^e antiipnt§, a^ mafter v^ho; 
h^A diieiea^ judgmieajC or dUgrctipo,^ w^s 
icrwd witK cnwlatipn by all; his flaves,, 
t][)at tfeofc who beft perfotippd their dutgv 
niiig^c obtain their liberty i^QVfk him. ^ 
flave, though fumifhed with every thing, 
neqeflary, yet poflcfl;ng nothing, had my, 
ten^pt^tipn tp cheat his mafto^j, whereas 
a hired fe^'vant, whilftheFeniaiqsuninar- 
ried, will qheat his mafter of what njay, 
be a ftpqk to him when n^arried; and i£ 
^ter his marriage he continue to fervchi^ 
ipaftpr, he will be fure t;o cheat, him much^ 
ipore. When the anticnts gave ^reedoqi^ 
to a flave, they were obliged to give him, 
wh?r€^wi^b^ w fubfift, pr to puthim,into 
a, way pf living And how well and faith-*-^ 
fully th^ were fervcd by thofc they had/ 
ipade free, (whonafronfi a long experience, 
pf their probity and capacity, they often 
ina4^ flewards of their eftates) all antient, 
hiftory does teftify. Now, we having no* 
regular way to enable a fervant to providci 
fufEcient maintenance for his fanuly> when, 
he becomes independent on his mailer, his 
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bare wages (out of which he is fof the 
ihoft part to provide himfclf with many 
neceflaries for daily ufe^ not being enough 
for that purpofe, and no way left but to 
cheat his matter, we ought not to expeift 
any probity or fidelity in our fcrvants, be- 
eauie, for want of order in this point, we 
fubjefl: them to fiich ftrong temptation. 

I MIGHT infift upon many other ad- 
vantages the antients had in the way they 
were fervec^, if to perfuade the expedient 
I propofe, I were not to make ufe of 
ftrpnger arguments than fuch as can be 
drawn from any advantages j I mean thofe 
of neceffity. 

There are at this day in Scotland (be- 
fides a great many poor families very 
meanly provided for by the church-boxes, 
with others, who by living upon bad food 
fall into various difeafes) two hundred 
thoufand people begging from door to door. 
Thefe are not only no way advantageous, 
but a very grievous burden to fo poor a 
country. And though the number of them 
be perhaps double to what it was formerly, 

by 
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by rcafon of this prefent great diftref^ yet 
in all times there have been about ono 
hundred choufand of thofe vagabonds, who 
have lived without any regard or ful:^ec- 
vxm either to the laws of the land, or even 
tho& of God and nature^ fathers inceftu«« 
oufly accompanying with their owndaugh^ 
ters^ the fon with the mothtr, and die 
brother with the fiften No magiftratd 
could ever difcover, or be informed which 
way one in a hundred of thefe wretches 
died,, or that ever they were baptized. 
Many murders have been difcovered among 
dicm; ' and they are not only a moft un*« 
ipeakable oppreffion to poor tenants, (who 
if they, give not bread, or ibme kind of 
provifion to perhaps forty fuch villains in 
one day,^ are fiirc to be infulted by them) 
but they rob many poor people who live 
in houies diftantJ&om any neighbourhood. 
In years of plmty many thoufands^of them^ 
meet together in the mountains, where 
they &aft and riot for many days; and at 
country weddings, markets, burials^ and 
other the like publick occafions, th^ are 
L to 
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to be fcen both men and women perpe- 
tually drunk, curfing, blafpheming, and 
fighting together. 

These are fuch outrageous diforders, 
that it were better for the nation they were 
fold to the gallies or Weft-Indies, than 
that they ftiould continue any longer to be 
a burden and curfe upon us. But num- 
bers of people being great riches, every 
government is to blame that makes not a 
right ufe of them. The wholfomenefs of 
our air, and healthfulnefs of our climate^ 
affords us great numbers of people, which 
iafo poor a country can never be all main- 
tained by manufactures, or publick work- 
houfes, or any other way, but that which 
I have mentioned. 

And to ftiew that former parliaments 
ftruggling with this, otherwife infuperable, 
difficulty, have by the nature of the thing 
been as it were forced upon remedies tend- 
ing towards what I have propofed: by 
an adt of parliament in the year 1579, any 
fubjeft of Sufficient eftate is allowed to 
take the child of any beggar, and educate 
2 him 
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him for his fervice, which child is obliged 
to fcrve fuch a maftcr for a certain term 
of years; and that term of years extended 
by another aft made in the year 1597, for 
life. So that here is a great advance to- 
wards my propofition ; but either from 
fome miftake about chriftian or civil li- 
berty, they did not proceed to confider the 
neceflity of continuing that fervice in the 
children of fuch fervants, and giving their 
mafters a power of alienating that fervice 
to whom they (hould think fit. The rea- 
Ibn for the firft of thefe is, that being mar- 
ried in that fort of fervice, their mafters 
muft of neceffity maintain their wife and 
children, and fo ought to have the fame 
right to the fervice of the children as of 
the father. And the reafon for the power 
of alienation is, that no man is fure of 
continuing always in one fort of employ- 
ment ; and having educated a great many 
fuch children when he was in an employ- 
ment that required many fervants, if af-, 
terwards he fliould be obliged to quit it 
for one that required few or none, he could 
L 2 not 
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not without great injuftice be deprived of 
the power of alienating their fervice tp any 
pther.man, in order to reimburfe to himT 
felf the money hehad beftowed upon them j 
elpeciaily fince the fetting them at liberty 
would only bring a great burden on th? 
publick. 

Now what I would propofe upon the 
whole matter is, that for fomeprefcnt re^ 
medy of fo great a mifchief, every man of 
a certain cftate in this nation fljoukl be 
obliged to take a proportionable number 
of thofe vagabonds, and either employ 
them in hedging and ditching his grounds, 
or any other fort of work in town, and 
country j or if they happen to be children 
pnd young, that he fhould educate them 
in the knowledge of fome mechanical art, 
that fo every man of eftate might have a' 
little manufacSure at home which might 
maintain thofe fervants, and bring great 
profit to the mafter, as they did tothean- 
tients, whofe revenue by the manufadturej 
of fuch fervants was much more confidcr- 
ablc than that of their lands. Hofpitajs 
' and 
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arid alrtis-houfes ought to be provided for 
the fick, lame and decrepit, either by rec- 
tifying old foundatbns ot inftitutrng iieW. 
And for example and terror three or four 
huncfred of the moft notorious of thoftr 
viflains which we call jockys, might be 
prefented by the government to the ftate 
ef Venice, to ferve in their gallies agalnft 
the common enemy of Chriftendom. 
* But thefe things, whert once fefolved, 
muft be execmcd with great addtefs, dili- 
gence, and feverity j fof that fort of peo- 
ple is fo defperately wicked, fuch enemiet 
of ail vs^Ork and labouf, and, which is yet 
more amizklg, fo proud, in efteemin^ their 
o^n cbrtdition above that which they vvill 
be fure fo call flavery ; that unlefs prevent- 
ed by the utmbft induftry arid diligence, 
upon the firft publicanon of any orders 
neceffafy for putting in execution fuch a 
defign, thfey wiir rather die with hunger 
in caves sLrid dens, arid murder their young 
children, than appear abroad to have them 
and thenifelves taken into fuch a kind of 
fci*vice. And the Highlands are iuch a 
L 3 vaft 
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vaft and unfcarchable retreat for them, 
that if ftria and fevcre order be not taken 
to prevent it, upon fuch an occafion thefe 
vagabonds will only rob as much food as 
they can out of the low-country, and re- 
tire to live upon it in thofe mountains, or 
run into England till they think the ftorin 
of our refolutions is over, which in all 
former times they have feen to be vain. 

Nor indeed can there be a thorough 
reformation in this afl&ir, fo long as the. 
one half of our country, in extent of 
ground, is pofleffed by a people who are 
all gentlemen only becaufe they will not 
work; and who in every thing are more 
contemptible than the vileft flaves, except 
that they always cdrry arms, becaufe for 
the moft part they live upon robbery. This 
part of the country being an inexhauftible 
iburce of beggars, has always broke all 
our meafures relating to them. And it 
were to be wiftied that the government 
would think fit to transplant that handful 
of people, and their matters (who have al- 
ways difturbed our peace) into the low- 
country. 
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country, and people the Highlands fronj 
hence, rather than they ftiould continue 
to be a perpetual occafion of mifchief to us. 
'Tis in vain to fay, that whatever people 
are planted in thofe mountains, they will 
quickly turn asfavage, and as great beggars 
as the prefent inhabitants ; for the moun- 
tains of the Alps are greater, moredefert,and 
more cgindemned to fnows than thofe of 
thei^ghlands of Scotland, which are every, 
where cut by friths and lakes, the richeft 
in fiQiing of any in the world, affording 
great conveniences for tranfportation of 
timber and any other goods ; and yet the 
Alps which have no fuch advantages are 
inhabited every where by a civilized, in- 
duftrious, honeft, and peaceable people: 
but they had no lords to hinder them from 
being civilized, to difcourage induftry, in- 
courage thieving, and to keep them beg- 
gars that they might be the more depen- 
dent 5 or when they had any that oppref- 
fed them, as in that part of the mountains 
that belongs to the Swifs, they knocked 
them on the head. ^ 

L 4 Let 
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. Let us now compare the concjition o£ 
6ur pre&ni: vagabonds with that of fer^ 
vants under the condition^ which I hav« 
propofed, and we (hflU fee the one living 
under no Uw of God> n^n or nature, pol* 
luted With all manner of abominaticms ; 
and though in fp little expedation of the 
good things of another life, yet in tho 
worft condition of this, and Ibmctimca 
ftarvcd to death in time of extraordinary 
want. The other, though fometin^es thejr 
may fall under a fevere inaftf r (who net 
verthelefs may neither kill, mutilate, nor 
torture the^, and may be likewlic reftrain^ 
ed from ufing them very ill by the nuagi-r 
ftrate I mentic«ied) ^re always furc to have 
food, elothei and lodging; and have thii 
advantage above other men, th?it withr* 
out'any care or ptiins t^ken by them> thefo 
necef&ries. are lUcewiie fecured to thei? 
wives and children. They are provided 
fox in ficknqfs, their chikjren are edueatiwJ^ 
and all of them under itU the inducements, 
encQurag^mentsajid obligations poffibk to 
Jive quiet, innocent 2S^ virtuous livea 

They 
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They may alfo hope, if fhcy ihew aa 
extraordinary a^fedion, care and fidelity^ 
in the fervice of their mafter, that not 
only they and their families (hall hav# 
their intire freedom, but a competency to 
live, and perhaps the eftate of the mafter 
intrufted to their care. Now if we wiU 
confider the advantaged to the nation hf 
the one, and the difadvancages ariiing 
from the other ibrt of men, we iball evi^ 
dently fee, that as the one is an ejtceffive 
burden^ curiie and reproach to us, £0 the 
other may inrich the nation, and adorn 
this country with publick works X^tyooA 
any in Europe, which iball not take the 
like methods of providing &^ their poon 
This propo^ I hope may be a re* 
medy, noit onty to that intolerable: plague 
of idle vagabonds whoio£bft tlKoatioKi; 
but fa^ providing a more regular maimer 
mnce for them^ go a. great way toward^ 
the prefcnt relief of other poor peojdc 
v9hD have: been opprefled by them; That 
which follows is caiculaced to remove the 
principal, and cMTiginalcauie of the paver* 
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ty which all the commons of this nation 

tic under, as well as thoie (Iraitning diffi- 

tulties in Mfhich men of eftatesare by our 

prefent method of hufbandry inevitably 

involved. 

The caufes of the prefent poverty and 
mifery in which the commonalty of Scot- 
land live, are many, yet they are all to be 
imput^ to our own bad condud and mis- 
management of our affairs. *Tis true. 
Trade being of late years vaftly increafed 
in Europe, the poverty of any nation is 
always imputed to their want of that ad- 
vantage. And though our foil be barren, 
jTct our feas being the richeft of any in the 
world, it may be thought that the caufa 
of all our poverty has been the negled of 
trade, and chiefly of our own fifliing : 
Jfeverthelefs were I to aflign the princi- 
pal and original fource of our poverty, I 
ihould place it in the letting of our lands 
at fo exceiiive a rate as makes the tenant 
poorer even than his fervant whofe wages 
he, cannot pay ; and involves in the fame 
mifery day-labourers, tradefmcn, and the 

lefler 
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leflcr merchants who live in the country 
villages and towns 5 and thereby influences 
no lefs the great towns and wholefale 
merchants, makes the mailer have a trou- 
blefome and ill paid rent, his lands not 
improved by inclofure orotherwife, but 
for want of horfes and oxen fit for labour, 
every where run out and abufed. 

The condition of the leffcr freeholders 
or heritors (as we call them) is not much 
better than that of our tenants ; for they 
have no flocks to .improve their lands, 
and living not as hufbandmen but as gen- 
tlemen, they are never able to attain any: 
Befides this, the unikilfiilneis of their 
wretched and half-flarved fervants is fuch, 
that their lands are no better cultivated 
than thofe laboured by beggarly tenants. 
And though a gentleman of cflate take 
a farm into his own hands, yet fervants arc 
fo unfaithful or lazy, and the country peo- 
ple fuch enemies of all manner of inclo- 
fure, that after having flruggled with in- 
numerable difficulties, he at lafl finds it 
impofIiJ)le for him to alter the ordinary 

bad 
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had methods, whilft the reft of thi coun- 
try contimiea in them. 

The places in this country which prd^ 
ducc (hecp and black cattle, havefeopto- 
vifibn for thcani in winter during the^fnov^^, 
having neither haynorftrdw, nor arty iit- 
clofure to ftieltcr thcni or the grafs from 
the cold eafterly winds in the fpring s fa 
that the beafts are in a dying condition, 
and the grafs confumed by thofe deftruc^ 
tive winds, till the warm weather, about 
the middle of June, come to the relief of* 
both. To all this may be addted the let- 
ting of farms in moft part of thofe grazing 
countries every year by roop or audiom 
But our management iA the countries' 
cJuhivated by tillage is much worfe, bd- 
caufe the toiant pays his rent in gfdii^,^ 
wheat,, barley or oats : whfeb is att^ndcrf 
with many inconveniences, a^nd much 
greiktor diiadvaiuages than a^ rent paid in 
money..: r 

Mqnbv. rent has a yearly balance in it; 
for if the year be fcarce, all forts of grain 
yield the greater price; and- if the year 
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\» plentiful, there is the greater quantity 
pf them to make money. Now a mnt 
paid in corn ha$ neither a yearly, nor ixif 
balance at all; for if a plentiful year af? 
ford a fuperplus, the tenant can make 
but little of it; but if the year be fcaroe, 
be falls iliort in the payment of hi$ com, 
and by reaibn of the price it bears, can 
never clear that debt by the rates of a 
plentiful year, by which i^eans he breaks 
an4 contributes to ruin his mafier. The 
rent being altogether in corn, Ae grounds 
muft be altogether in tillage ; which has 
been the ruin of all the beil countries in 
Scotland. The carriage of corn paid for 
rent, to which many tenants are obliged, 
being often to remote places, and at un-^ 
feafonaUe times, dcftroys their horfes, and 
hinders their labour. And the hazard of 
fending the corn by fea to the great towns, 
endangers the lofs of the whole. The 
mafter runs a double rifque for his rent, 
from the merchant as well as the tenant; 
and the merchant making a thou/and dif- 
ficulties at the delivering ©f the corn if 

the 
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the price be fallen, the bargain fometlmes 
ends in a fuit at law. The felling of corn 
is become a thing fo difficult, that be- 
fides the cheats ufcd in that fort of com- 
merce, fufficient to difgqft any honeft 
man, the brewers, bakers, and fometimes 
the merchants who fend it abroad, do fb 
combine together, that the gendeman is 
obliged to lay it up, of which the trouble, 
as well as lofs. is great. This caufes him 
to borrow money for the fupply of his 
prefent occafions, and is the beginning of 
moft mens debts. We may add to this, 
that by a rent in corn, a man comes to have 
one year a thoufand pound rent, and the 
next perhaps but fix hundred, fo that he 
never can make any certain account for 
his expence or way of living ; that hav- 
ing one year a thoufand pound to ipend, 
be cannot eafily reftrain himfelf to fix 
hundred the next ; that he fpends the 
fame quantity of corn (and in fome places 
where fuch things are delivered inftead 
of 'rent) hay, ftraw, poultry, fliecp and 
6xen, in a dear, as in a plentiful year, 

which 
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wliich he would not do if he was obliged 
to buy them. Now the tenant in a plenti- 
ful year waftcs, and in a fcarce year ftarves : 
fo that no man of. any fubftance will 
take a farm in Scotland ; but every beg- 
gar, if he have got half a dozen wretched 
liories, and as many oxen, and can bor- 
row corn to fbw, pretends to be a tenant 
in places where they pay no other rent 
than corn. 

I KNOW there are many otjedions 
made to what has been faid concerning 
the advantages which a rent paid in mo- 
ney has above one paid in com ; but cer- 
tainly they are all fo frivolous, that every 
man upon a litde reflexion may anfwer 
them tohimfelf For the chief of them 
are, either that the tenant will fquander 
away money when he gets it into hi$ 
hands i or that the niafter can get a bet« 
ter price for the corn by felling it in grols 
to merchants in the adjacent towns, or 
elfe by fending it to be fold at a great 
diftance. To the firft I anfwer, that no 
fubftantiai man will fquander away money 

r bccaufe 
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becai^ he has got it into his hands, 
^MUgh fuch beggars as we now hare foe 
te^aots might be apt to do £b. And to 
the fecood^ that the hasard of fending 
corn from one pkce k£ the kingdom to 
another hf fea» and the prejtidice the te-> 
ntDts fufier from long carriages by land, 
do in part balance the j^ippofed advan^ 
lage ; befidea, if thofe whc^fale bargains 
were not fo frequently made^ nor the 
corn ib oftea carried to be fold at the 
^eat towns, the merdbancs would be 
obliged to iead to the country marjkets to 
buy, axid the prices in them would rife. 
In fliort, the changing of raooey-rent ia* 
to corn, has been the chief caufe of radcf* 
log alt the rents go that excefQye rate tl^ji 
are now advanced And upon refie£i;iott 
V will foon appear^ that the turning of 
xjiQoey-rents into rents of corn, has beea 
the invention of fome covetous wretches, 
who have be^n the occafion that all ma^ 
fters now live under the £u3ie uneafineis^ 
a^ conftant care, which they at firflb 
«Ht of CQV^w^efa created xxx them&lves * 

and 
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and all to get as much as was poffible 
.firom poor tenants, who by fuch means are 
made miferable, and are fo far from im-- 
provmg, that they only run out and fpoU 
the ground, ruin their neighbours by bor- 
rowing, and at length break for con- 
fiderable fums, though at firft they were 
no better than beggars. 

The method of moft other countries 
is ; that all rents are paid in money ; 
that mafters receiving a fine, grant long 
leafes of their grounds at eafy rents: but 
this fuppoies the tenant a man of confi- 
derable fiibflance, who cannot only give 
a fine, but has wherewithal to ftock, and 
alfo to improve his farm. But in Scotr 
land no fuch men are willing to take 
farms 5 nor in truth are the nudfters wil-* 
ling to let them, as they do in other coun* 
tries. And though the mafters may pre. 
tend> that if they could find fubftantial 
tenants, they would let their grounds as 
they do in other places ; and men of fulv 
ftance, that if thiey could have farms upon 
fuch conditions, diey would turn tenants ; 
. M yet 
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yet wc fee evident marks of the little pro- 
bability there is that any fuch thing can be 
brought about without a general regulation. 
iFor in the weft and north countries where 
they let land in feu (or fee) the fuperiors 
are fo hard, that befides the yearly feu- 
duty, they make the feuer pay at his firft 
entrance the whole intrinfick value of 
the land; and the people, though fubftan- . 
tial men, are fools and flaves enough to 
make fuch bargains. And in the fame 
countries, when they let a fmall parcel of 
land to a tradefman, they let it not for 
what the land is worth, but what both 
the land and his trade is wortL And in* 
deed 'tis next to an impoffibility to alter a 
general bad cuftom in any natioh, with- 
out a general regulation, becaufe of inve- 
terate bad difpofitions and difcourage- 
ments, with which the firft beginnings of 
reformations are always attended. Be^ 
fides, alterations that are ndt countenanced 
by the publick autliority, proceed flowly; 
and if they chance to meet with any check, 
men foon return to their former bad me- 
thods. The 
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The condition then of this nation, 
chiefly by this abufe of I'acking the land3, 
is brought to fuch extremity, as makes all 
jhe commonalty miferable, and the land- 
lords, if poflible, the greater flaves, be- 
fore they can get their rents and reduce 
them into money. And becaufe this evil 
. is arrived to a greater height with us, than 
I believe was ever known in any other 
place ; and th^t, as I have faid, we are ia 
no difpofition to praftife the methods of 
moft other countries, I think we ought 
to find out fome new one which may fur- 
mount all difficukies, fince in things of 
this nature divers methods may be pro- 
pofed very pradticable, and much better 
than any that hitherto have been in ufe. 

I KNOW that if to a law prohibiting all 
intereft for money, another were joined, 
that no man fliould pofibfs more land thafi 
fo much as he fhould cultivate by fervants, 
the whole money, as.weU as people of this 
nation, would be prefently employed, ei- 
ther in cultivating lands, or in trade an^ 
tnahufaduress that the country would be 
M 2 quickly 
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quickly improved to the greatcft height of 
which the foil is capable, fince it would be 
cultivated by all the rich men of the nation ; 
and that there would ftill be vaft flocks 
remaining to be employed in trade and ma- 
nufactures. But to oblige a man of a great 
cftate in land to fell all, except perhaps two 
hundred pounds fterling a year (which he 
might cultivate by his . fervants) and to 
employ the whole money produced by the 
fale of the reft, in a thing fo uncertain as 
he would judge trade to be, and for which 
'tis like he might have no difpofidon or 
genius, being a thing impradicable : and 
alfo to employ the fmall flocks of minors^ 
^ widows, and other women unmarried, in 
trade or hufbandry, a thing of too great 
hazard for them; I would propofe a me- 
thod for our relief, by joining to the law 
prohibitmg all intcreft of money, and to 
the other, that no man fhould poflefs more 
land than fb much as he cultivates by his 
fervants, a third law, obliging all men that 
pofTefs lands under the value of two hun- 
dred pounds flerling clear profits yearly, 

to 
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to cultivate them by fervants, and pay 
yearly the half of the clear profits to liich 
perfons as cultivating land worth two hun- 
dred pounds fterling ayear, or above^ fhall 
buy fuch rents of them at twenty years 
purchafe. The projed in its full extent 
may be comprehended in thefe following 
articles. 

All intereft of money to be forbidden. 

N o man to poflefs more land than he 
cultivates by fervants. 

Every man cultivating land under the 
value of two hundred pounds fterling clear 
profits a year, to pay yearly the half of the 
clear profits to fome other man who fhajl 
buy that rent at twenty years purchafe ; 
and for his fecurity fliall be preferred to 
all other creditors. 

N o man to buy or poflefs thofe rents> 
unlefs he cultivate land to the value at 
leaft of twQ hundred poynds ft^rling clear 
profits yearly. 

Minors, women unmarried, and per- 
fons abfent upon a publick account, may 
buy or poflefe fuch rents, though they cul- 
tivate no lands. M3 Bi^ 
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By the firft article, difchiai^mg all iri- 
tercft of money, moft tileh who have fmall 
fums at intercft, will beobli^d to employ 
jt in trade, or the improvement of land. 

By the fecond, that no man is to pdC- 
fefs more land, thanfo much as he culti- 
vates by his fervants, the whole land of 
the kingdom will come into the hands of 
the richeftmen; at leaft there will be no 
land cuidvated by any man who is not the 
poffeflbr of it. And if he have a greater 
eftate than what he cultivates, he may lay 
but money upon improvements 5 or if he 
have bought a fmall pofleffion, though he 
hiay have no more money left, he may, 
by felling one half of the rent, prbcure 
k fum confidefable enough, both to ftock 
and improve it. So that in a few years 
the country will be every where inclofed 
Sand improved to the greateft height, the 
plough being every where in the hand of 
the pofleflbr. Then fervants, day-labourers, 
tradefmcn, and all forts of merchants, will 
be well paid, and the whole commons live 
plentifully, becaufe they will all be em- 
ployed 
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ployed by men of fubftance: the ground 
by inclofiire, and other improvements, 
will produce the double of what it now 
does ;. and the race of horfes and black cat- 
td will be much mended. 

By the other articles; that no mancul- 
tivatmg land under the value of two hun- 
dred pounds fterling clear profits yearly, 
can purchafe rents upon land from any 
other man 5 but is obliged to pay yearly 
the half of the clear profits, to fuch per- 
fons as (hall buy them at twenty years pur- 
chafe; and that only thofe who cultivate 
land worth at leaft two hundred pounds 
fterling a year, can buy iuch rents; the 
men of great land eftates fiaving fold aU 
their lands, except fo much as may yiel4 
two hundred pounds fterling yearly, or 
fb much above that value as' they fhall 
think fit to cultivate, may fecure, if they 
pleafe, the whole money they receive for 
their lands, upon thofe rents which the 
iefier po&fibrs are obliged to fell. And 
ib thofe who had formerly their eftates 
in lands ill cultivated, and corn-rents ill 
M 4 paid. 



Digitized by 



Google 



i68 The Second Difcourfe 

paid, as well as the other three forts of 
perfons excepted from the general rule, 
and mentioned in the lafl: article, will 
have a clear rent in money coming in with- 
, out trouble, for payment of which they 
are to be fecured in the lands of the faid 
lefier poffeflors before all creditors. The 
reafon of excepting three forts of perfons 
before mentioned from the general rule, 
is evident; becaufe (as has been faid) it 
were unreafonable to oblige minors, or 
women unmarried, to venture their fmall 
ftocks in trade or hufbandry : and much 
more that thofe who are abfent upon a 
publick account, (hould be obliged to have 
any ftock employed that way, fince they 
-cannot infpedt either. 
, The fmall poffefTor^ by this projeS 
are not wronged in any thing; for if thgr 
are obliged to pay a rent to others, they 
receive the value of it. And this rent will 
put them in mind, not to live after the 
manner of men of great eftates, but as 
hufbandmen, which will be no way de- 
rogatory to their quality, however antient 
their family may be. The 
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The method to put this projed in exe- 
cuticm is, firft to enadt; tlut interefl for 
money (hould fall next year from fix per 
cent, to five, and fbon, falling every year 
one per cent, till it ceafe: and to make a 
lav^9 that all thoie who at prefent pofiefs 
lands under the value of two hundred 
pounds fterling clear profits yearly, (hould 
cultivate them by fcrvants, and fell the 
half of the clear profits at twenty years 
purchafe to the firft minor,\ woman un- 
married, or pcrfon abfcnt upon a publick 
account, who (hould offer money for themi 
and in default of fuch perfbns prefenting 
themfelves to buy, they (hould be oblig^ 
to fell fuch rents to any other perfbns qua- 
lified as above: and likewife to make an- 
other law, that whoever pofTelTes lands 
at prqfent to the value of two hundred 
pounds fterling clear profits yearly, or 
more, (hould at leaft take (b much of 
them as may anx>unt to that value, intp 
their own hands. This b6ing done, the 
yearly falling of the intercft of money 
would force iom^ of thofe who might have 
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money at intercft, to take land far it r 
others calling for their money, would buy 
eftates of the landed men, who are to fell 
all except fo much as they cultivate them- 
lelves: and the prohibition of intereft pro- 
ducing many finall pofleiTors, would afford 
abundance of rents upon land to be bought 
by ricb men; of which many might pro- 
bably be paid out of thofe very lands they 
themfelves formerl)^ poffeffcd. So that all 
forts of men would in a little time fall into 
that eatfy method for their affairs, which 
is propofcd by die projed. 

What the half of the yearly clear pro* 
fitS'ofanyfmallpoffefforsmaybe, theufuai 
valuation of lands, in order to publick 
taxes, which becaufe of improvements 
muft be frequently made, will afcertain. 

But it will be faid, that before any fuch 
thing can every where take place in this 
nation, all teinds (or tithes) and all forts 
df iuperiorities, muft be tranfaded for, 
and fold ; that the tenures of all lands muft 
be made allodial, to the end that every 
man may be upon an equal foot with an- 
other; 
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6therj that this plttgiea:^ in order to its 
executiod, does fiippofe things, which 
though perhaps thfey would be great bfet- 
iings to the natioli upoh mahy accounts, 
and in particular by ta^king away the feeds 
df trtoft kw-iuitis, and the obftrtidion^ xo 
all fof ts of iiriptov'ettients ; yet are ih them- 
felves as great ^iidtonfidetable as the pro^ . 
jed kfelf. 

iNDEEto I mtift ackftdwledtgte, thiat any 
thing calcukrtcd for a gocki ^nd is (fince 
W€ muft exprefs it fo) almoft always clog- 
ged with things bif the fatoe naturfc : for as 
all bad, fo all gock3 th'ihgs are chaJried to- 
gether, atid db ft^poTt one another. But 
that there is ariy difficulty, to a Ifegifla- 
live power (that is willing to do good) of 
putting feither this projed:, or the things 
iaft named ift 'feXetUtioft, Ibelievfc no maa 
can fhew. Sure 1 a to, that it never was 
nor can be tht ititereft oif any prince ot 
commonwealth, that atiy iiibje(ft (hould ih 
any mariner depend upon another fubjed: 
and that k is thie intereft of all good go- 
vernments at leaft to encourage a goofl 
fort of hulbandry. I know 
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I KNOW^ thcfe propofals, by fomc inen 
who aim at nothing but private intereft> 
will be looked upon as vifionary: it is; 
enough for me, that in themfelves, and 
with regard to thenature of the things^ 
^hey are pradticable; but if on account 
of the indiipofition of fuch men to receive 
them, diey be thought impradicable, it 
is not to be accounted ftrange; fince if 
that indifpofition ought only to be con- 
iidered, every thing direded to a good end 
is fuch. 

Many other propofals might be made 
to the parliament for the good of this na- 
tion, where every thing is fb much amifs, 
and the publick good fo little regarded. 
Amongft other things, to remove the pre-, 
ient feat of the government, might de- 
icrve their confideration : for as the happy 
iituation of London has been the princi- 
pal caufe of the glory and riches of Eng- 
land, fo the bad fituation of Edmburgh 
has been one great occafionof the poverty 
and uncleanlinefs in which the greater part 
pf the people of Scotland live. 
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jwife for the better edur 
ih would be very nccef- 

confefs I know no part 

■" e education is upon any 

iut perhaps I have pre- 

in offering my opinion 
ierable matters as thofe 
ated. • 

d the preceding diicourfes 

chat ilF the prefent parlia- 

comply with the defign of 

army, they fhall imme- 

olvcd, and a new one cal- 

thofe of the prefbyterian 

ho expeft no good from a 

:nt, are to be frighted with 

)n of the prefent (which has 

jieir church-government) and 

ns induced to ufe their utmoft 

with the members for keeping 

ly, and promoting the defigns 

: but I hope no prelby terian will 

or evil things that good may 

them; fince thereby th^ may 

draw 
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draw a cqr^ upon thcmfclvcs inftead of a 
bleffing. They will certainly confidcr that 
the intereft which th^y ought to eipbrace, 
a$ well upon the account of prudence, a^ 
of juftice and duty, is that of their coun- 
py; and will not h^arfcen to the infinua- 
tions of ill mw who m^y ahuf? them> 
and when they have obtaini^d the continur 
ation of the army, endeavour to perfuade 
his majefty and the. parlianient, to alter 
the prefent govcrnroent of the church, by 
telling thenj, that prefbyterian govetnr 
«ncnt is in it$ nature oppofite to monarchy, 
that they nfiaiotain a rebellious principle 
of defenfive arius, and that a church go- 
fvenunent morcfuitable ^qd fubfervient to 
iDonarohy ought to be eftablifhcd. 

Now if at this time the prelbyterianp 
■be true to the intereft oi their country, 
all thofe who love their country, thopgh 
they be not of thgt perfu^fion, will ftand 
by them in future parliaments, when they 
(hall fee that they oppofe all things tendr 
ing to arbitrary power: but if they abaa- 
don ^d betray their country, they will 
2 fall 
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fall unpitied. They muft not tell me, 
that thdr church can never fall, fince it is 
the true church of God. If it be the true 
church of God, iv needs no crooked arts 
to fupport it. But I hope they will not 
deny that it may fall under perfecution . 
which they will deferve, if they go along 
with the leaft ill thing to maintain it. 
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A U V I S O. 



HO fcrltto le caufe delta decadenza 
delle cofe di Spagna, de mezzi de-- 
biti per riordinarla, dell' intereffi de pren- 
cipi pretendenti a quella corona, e con 
quanta facilita qualunqup prcncipe Tot- 
teneflc, potrcbbc far progreffi maffimi pef 
infignorirfi del mondo ; non per favorire 
un governo tanto Hocivo agli buoni cof- 
tumi, tanto perniciofo alia felicita com- 
mune degli huomini, quanto e un uni- 
verfafe, .e quanto fono tutti i grandi, , o che 
fuffino republiche o monarchie, dove le 
richezzc e la potenza e ecceffiva : ma riA 
vegliando con fomma ragione tutti gli al- 
tri prencipi e ftati, contra qualunque vi 
pretendeffe, fventare tali difegni, e diver- 
tire dal mondo una tanta rovina. E fe- 
N 2 guijando 
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guitando quel proponimento farebbe facUe 
dimoftrare quali fiano li governi ottimi 
the nutrifcono le virtii, e agli huomini 
piugiovaho,; c quanta occafione havercb- 
bono i popoli fudditi alia corona di Spagna, 
morto il loro Re, d' intrarvi, e godere delli^ 
beni della pace, della liberta, e del buon 
governo. 



t>IS- 
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D I S C O R S O, &c. 



EL' Imperio di Spagna fondamento 
tanto at^. per porvi quello dcj 
mondo, ch'eflendo in pochi anni, 
forfe in pochi mefi, per mancare il R^ 
prefente, tutto oppreffo dalla fua mala com- 
pleffione; fe di tutti i pretendenti, in un 
tanto imperio piu tofto diibrdinato, che ro* 
vinato 6 disfatto, fuccedeflfe tin prcncipe 
favio e animofo, e verifimile che non s'ab- 
baffara a minori penfieri. H6{n]itraprefb 
idunque difcorrere dell' intereffi de'prencipi 
pretendenti alia corona di Spagna ; della 
decadenza delle cofe di quel paefe, e de 
mezzi debiti per riordiriarla e diiporla a 
Taquifto dell' imperio del mondo. 

Non che mi fia ignota la poca capacita 

mia, e che fono tanti eccellenti ingegni 

che poflbno meglio prevcdcfe quello che 

N 3 fia 
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fia per avvenire dopo la morte del Re pre- 
f<;nte di Spagna; ma a quel fine che in ma- 
teria tanto grave, intendendo rajgionamenti 
varii gli huomini giudicaflcro meglio, ho 
volnto anch'io proporre la fcntenza mia : 
nella quale fe non fi trovano fempre le 
congetture ottime, fi trovera fpeflb quello 
ehe pu6 indinzzare i efie uii piu alto e 
penetrance idgegno. . 

Per moftrare adilnque ch'un ftato ca- 
duto poiSi efier rilevito di maniefa che 
baftaffe a fiiperftruttioni nuove 5 e per 
farnai piu chiaro, fara necefiiario maniieA 
tare prima 4e cauie d<dla decadenza dellc 
cofe di Spagna ; & efiendo k diigiuntionc 
dc fiioi ftati una delle principali, parler6 
di cambio 6 perrnutazione di ftati, rinie- 
dio per quefto male ^cacUfimo? dipoi 
ragionero delli varii interefli de' principi 
ch' afpirano alia corona di Spagna ; da 
mezzi che poflono tenerc per octenerla j 
deir avantaggi^ che ponarebbcmo alia 
Spagna; dell* oppofitioni cbc trovarebbo- 
noj i modi per fijpcrarli, e quanta faci- 
Utd darebbe loro il candbio dVakuni ftati 

per 
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per potere, havcndo tempo, prepararfl 
ienza fofpetto alia monarchia univerfale ; 
ultimamente dimoftrar6, che qua,ludque 
di quefti prencipi diventafle Re di Spagna, 
potrcbbe, mediante una imprefa fopra T A- 
frica ; la riforma dclle cofe di Spagna, e 
I'aquifto deir imperio del mare (di tutte 
le quali cofe havra tante e fi grandi op- 
portunity) far progreffimaflimi per infig- 
norirfi del mondo. 

Ma avanti ch'io comminci a ragionarc 
di quefte cofe, per guadagnarmi una fifla c 
occupata attentione, voglio moftrare ch'un 
Re di Spagna tiene un avantaggio tanto 
grandc, quanto niflun altro prcncipe, per 
commandar al mondo; cioe, il iito di Spag- 
na. E di tanta importanza I'elcttione 
d'un luogo commodo per aquiftar e con^ 
fervar un gran imperio, ch'ogni altro 
difetto fi puo riparare per le leggi, c buoni 
ordini; ma un fito cattivo c un difetto 
irrcparabile. I popoli fettentrionali non 
hanno mai potuto acquiftarli gran impe- 
rio, che lafciandoil paefe loro; Cartagine, 
& Egitto mancando d'un fito opportune 
N 4 non 
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lion hanno potuto infignorirfi dclmiondo } 
non per altro i Romani perderono lafig- 
noria di quelle, che per la cattiva elettione 
che fece Coftantino di Bizantio per fcde 
deir imperio, E vero che in quefti tempi, 
quando, mediante le navigazioni lontane 
molti nuovi paefi e potenti governi, e quafi 
tutto il globo ci viene difcoperto 5 TEgitto 
mi e parfo d* uh fito aflai commoda, 
per commandar al mondo ; eflendo quel 
paefe pofto tra le due grandi continent! 
d'Afia, c d' Africa, havendo ii mare Me- 
ditcrraneo per fervirfene verfo TEuropa^ 
& America 5 e dal altra banda il mare 
Roflb, verfo TOriente ; Ma i fterili paefi, 
e grandi deferti chi da due bande lo 
ilringono, e chi, fuor per mare, lo ren- 
dono quafi divifo dal refi:o del mondo 5 il 
poter grande d'aflai governi chi ne fono 
difcofti, e la debolezza de paefi vicini, bi- 
lanciano in gran parte li fopradetti van- 
taggi del fito : E per rendcrlo piu commo- 
do, pareva bifognaflle un canale tra li due 
mari; il quale ne la potenza del anticb 
Egitto, ne ie riq^iezze dePerfi, ne le forzc 

dc 
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dc Mori e Turchi, hanno potuto con- 
durre air cfFetto defidcrato^ anzi fi dice, 
che il fito baffo delF Egitto non lo per- 
mette. Ma un canal naturale havcnda 
congiunto il mar Mediterranco con T 
Occano, mi pare che non vi fia luogo piu 
atto e piu avantaggiofo per V aquifto del 
mondo, come anche per la refidenza d'un 
prencipe che lo governaflc, che uno che 
itefle vicino a quel diftretto ; fia che fuflc 
Lilboa per conto dellafua riviera eccellen- 
te, o Cartagena porto commodo per le 
Galee, o Siviglia per i fuoi campi fer-^ 
tiliffimi e ameniffimi, o I'antica citta di 
Cadiz per il fuo porto e fito forte, o 
Tanger per il ridoflb del mare, e il con- 
torno fruttuofo. Dico adunque, per di- 
moftrare V eccellenza incomparabile di 
' quefti fiti 5 ch' il diftretto di Gibraltar 
cflendo quafi il centro dove fi rifcontrano 
quefti grandi mari ch' abracciano tutti i 
paefi del mondo, porgendo tanta tommo- 
dita di trafportar con agio grandc, in breve 
tempo, U elferciti, e provifioni militari, 
una citta chi fuffe pofta nella vicinanza 

• di 
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di quello, pofifedei-ebbe piu che nilTuif 
alcra^ quel avantaggio grandiffimo per 1' 
knperio dell* unircrfo. II che vienc an- 
che accrefciuto di quefto; checonfideran- 
do tutti li'paefi chi fono venuti alia co- 
noicenza noftra, e molto difficile il giudi- 
care di che banda del diflrecto fieno paefi di 
maggior importanza lungo i rivi del mare. 

<, J- Per che eifendo pofto in iu Teftremita del 
mondo vecchio, tiene tutto il nuovo al 
poxiente; dove, anche che fia difcdlo, fi 
pu6 andare in breve tempo, e variando il 
corfo ritornarfene con certi venti, i quali 
fcmpre dalla mcdefima banda ipirano ; al 
fettentrionc h la Spagna, il Portogallo, le 
Ifole Britanniche, la Francia, i paefi Bafli, 
Aiaitiagna, e quelli ftati chi fopra il mare 
Baldco confinano. All' Oriente, mcdiantc 
ia navigazbne del mar Medicerraneo e 

^^^ acceffibiie la Fraocia, ritalia, Dalmatia^ 
Grecia, Mofcovia, I'Afia minore e mag^ 
giore, r Egitto, e Barberia; Al mezzodi 
i V Africa, e (paiTato il Capo di buona 
Speranza) Tlndia Orientale, e quelli vaftif- 
fimi imperi di Periia, Mogol, China e 
Giappone. E p«r 
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]£ PER moftrare quanto allettamcnto 
havr^ un principe d'intrare in coli aid 
penfierij ccrtoc, chc i prencipi, oaltrichc 
hanno dato principio alia futura grandez^ 
za, o fondando Duovi regni e republiche, 
o riftorando li caduti, hanno ottenuco, 
iempre maggior lode, che quelli ch'impo* 
nevano il colmo alia potenza d'efli. Pet 
che gli huomini a quelli che accrefcevano 
dominio, hanno attribuito quello honore 
che alle attioni loro toqcava ; ma la gloria 
del fbndatore hanno fempre ugualiata a 
qudla deir imperio. Vef o e che fono rarif* 
fimi gli cfcmpjde* riftoratori di governi ca- 
duri ; e che la gloria di coloro eccede an- 
cora quella de' fondatori delli nuovi : per- 
che quefti, come dice il MacchiavcUi, 

* S«idovi la materia molto difpofta, non 
' trovano alcra difficulta, che di danri 

* forma conveniente ^ in luogo che quelli 
^ altri hanno a riformare difordini gran- 

* diflimi e oftinatiffimi per eflcr invecchia- 
' ti ; poi, la ' materia tanto corotta, ha 
^ bifogno di molto tempo a purificarfi, e 
f ripigiiare la/ua prima virtue il tempo 
< ' e fog- 
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' e foggctto a molti accident!, dc i quali 

* la minima bafta per mcttervi difordine 

* di nuovo. Benche quefto fia veriffimo ; 
nondimeno nelF difcorfo fegucntc fi di- 
moftrera, che qualunque prencipe favio 
e animofo fuccedefle alia corona di Spagna, 
potfcbbe non folamente porre li fondariicn- 
ci d'una poffanza formidabile, ma avan- 
zarli in modo, che ncUa fua vita divenga 
molto gagliarda. Pero per cominciar a 
ragionar dellccofe promefle di fopra \ c per 
ditnoftrar prima le caufe della decadenza 
delle cofe di Spagna 5 dico che la cafa d' 
Auftria per lo matrimonio con quella di 
Borgogna, c poi con quella di Spagna, quali 
havcvano unite infieme, parte fimilmentc 
per raatrimoni, parte per aquifti, moltc 
j-icchifiime provincie, per V accidente della 
fcoperta dell' India, e Telettione di Carlo 
quinto all' imperio, fall fubito in gran- 
dezza fmifurata fenza fatica o travaglio 
iiiffuno. Ma feguitando la forte delle 
altre cofe humane che di detta maniera 
s* accrefcono, non havendo fatto radice, 
che baftaffe nutrire, o fopportare tanta 

mole. 
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mole, non fu eh'in breve tempo, per quel 
difetto, noqi venifle in grande d^cadenza, 
fcampando con difficulta la rouina totalc 
fua. E vero ch' il Re Fernando ha\^e- 
va pofato qualche fondamento alia futura 
grandezza di Spagna, Le fue pcrpetuc 
pratiche e facende producendo molti mi- 
niftri e huomini di ftato, maffimamcnte 
le lunghe guerre che fece nel regno di Gra- 
nada p in Italia felicemente, havevano 
refo tanto effercitati i fuoi Ibldati, e par- 
ticolarmente la fua fanteria, che quanto 
per patire difagi, come per combattere, 
non trovava al mondo che le fufle pare. 
Queftc furono le arme che a Pavia, e fo- 
pra il fiume d'Elba hanno potuto con- 
durre al colmo della gloria una cosi grand* 
opra della fortuna ; e poi, nelli paefi bafll 
foftehere per alcun tempo la, fua cadente 
grandezza. Ma havevano ancora efle a 
patire gli difordini che andavano ogni di 
rovinando quel imperio, fpenti in breve 
tempo i favi eohfiglieri e configli. Per- 
che inorgogliti di-ranta grandezza i pren- 
cipi e miniftri, come fe fuffe aquiftata 

dalle 



Digitized by 



Google 



ipo Dijiorfo dette 

dalle forze proprie, & dalla lore virtu 
quelle che non era altro che 1' opra dalla 
fortuna ; e pieni di vifioni, s'intrigarono 
d'affid imprcfc, dalle quali non poteva 
rifultare altro che danno e perdita : di 
maniera che in queili ultimi tempi, lafci-^ 
ando condurre a la fortuna la fua fabrica, 
penfarono baltafle contra tutti i fuoi colpi 
la loro grandezza d' animo, fenza cu«- 
rarfi altrimente de i mezzi debiti per con* 
fcrvarla. E prima Carlo quinto che ha- 
veva una tanta occafione d' iniignorirfi del 
mondo, confumo tutto il fuo tempo, 
Icorrendo d'una provincia airaltra, fenza 
alcun difegno faldo, o c;he ia& degno del 
fuo grado. Ancora che (eflendo i fuoi 
ftati difgiunti, e la potenza fua tanto in- 
vidiata) pareva non fufle altro rimedio» 
fuor ch' il faiire a maggior grandezza. 
Pero era la potenza diFilippo tanto ga- 
gliarda, che baAava ancora a nutrire iot-^ 
ranze della monarchia del mondo 3 ma lui, 
con tutte le apparenze d'un prencipe fa- 
vio, grave; coflante, aftuto, politico, non 
metteva ordine a cofa che fufle^ anzi dif- 
z ordine 
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iM'dine in tutto; ne hebbe altfo fucceflb^ 
che neir aquifto di Portogallp, avantaggio^ 
ver amente grandiflimo, ma al tutco fimil-r 
inente opra dclla fortuna. Non ave«z6 i 
popoli della Spagna> che doveva eflerc la 
forza e quafi il domicilio deir imperio 
iuo, ad induftria niffuna, ne neir agri-* 
coltura, ne nelle manifatture, nel comnier^ 
cio, o navigascione s di tutte le quali cofe 
haveva ii grand' opportunica ; e di quefta 
ultima,^ tahta neceflita. An^i i piccoli 
legni de gli Inglefi fcorrevano i flioi mari 
iiQpunitan^ente; afTalivano le grandiilimQ 
Qiracche^ che i fuoi fudditi noii iapeva*' 
vano maneggiare 3 & cCkxido impoilibilo 
difendcre gli immenfi rivi de i fuoi domi- 
nii per fortezze e guarnigioni, facevana 
prede e vblenze grandiflime dove piaccva 
lore, come fanno anche hc^gi i pirati 
del|a medefima natione. Quello Re e i 
fuoi Spagnuoli non vivevano d'altro, che 
delle miniere deir India j V oro e argenta 
delle quali, paHando per le loro mani> non 
fervivano che ad arrichire i nemici, la* 
glgfi, Francefi, e Fiamenghi, che forni- 

vano 
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vano lofo le manifatture, e altrc neccfli- 
ti della vita. E perche non metteva 
ordine nelle cofe d' India, dove ncl tempo 
di Fernando e Carlo fiirono amazzati 
piu di vinti milioni d'huomini, (infamia 
eterna, danno per molti fecoli irreparabile) 
continuando i fudditi fuOi a diftruggere i 
popoli e rubbare il fuo oro, come era ave- 
nuto a Carlo e Fernando per non penfarc 
a induftria nilTuna, non haveva, come 
dice un-autoreSpagnuolo, una Maravc- 
dis d' cntrata permanente, e durabile, 
in tutto quel vaftiflimo, e prima popolato 
mondo ; che ne divenne fblitudine. ' Per 
quefto dico, e per i fuoi grandi guafti c 
difordini nello fpendere, venne quel pren- 
cipe in gran difficqlta di danari, ed i fuoi 
fucceffori, per Tufura de' Genoefi c altri 
foreftieri, in eftrema poverta, Diffipo i 
popoli della medeiima Spagna, (la quale 
Fernando haveva gia fpogliata di Mar- 
rani) per la fcacciata de Mori dalla Gra. 
nada, come nemici della fedc (fcoglio per- 
petuo della cafe d'Auftria) per la ripo- 
polatione dell' India 5 per li eferciti e prefi. 
V 2 ; di. 
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dii, i quali in moltiffimi luoghi era obligato 
trattencre. Pcrche, non volendo governare 
i fuoi ftati dUcofti con Tafiettione de popo- 
li, mantencndo loro le condition! vecchie, 
& antichi coftumi 5 ne tencrii per le colo- 
nie, il che era una delli migliori rimedi^ 
anzi per le forze delle arme introducendo 
per tutto ordini nuovi c un governo aflb- 
luto, bifognava che fuilero i prefidii, o 
in tutto, o per la piu parte compofti di 
Spagnuoli: di modo che la Spagna, quale 
doveva tirare molta gcntc a fe per tenerc 
laprovincie per la debilit^ loro piu fuddite, 
eflendo efaufta d' huomlni e danari da 
quefte, divenne al tutto impotente ad a- 
quifti nuovi, ritenendo con difficolt^ i 
ftati vecchi. E quefto farafli manifefto 
per la confideratione delle guerre de Paefii 
bafS, ftate la cagione piu apparente della 
decadenza di Spagna, come ibno anche 
hoggi : perche per le diecifette provincie, 
come per una piagha infiftolita, tutto 1' 
alimento, chfe doveva nutrire V imperio di 
Spagna, fi e femprediftillato* 

O Dico 
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Dico adunque, come di fopra, che la ti- 
olatione dc gli antichi privikgi di <^efti 
pacfi, volendovi incrodurre il govcrno afib- 
Ittto e rinquificionc, era partite molto 
cattivQ, il quale con le crudelta del Duca 
d'Alva, haveva refo quefti popoli oftina- 
ti£Qmi nemici. Ma era la militia Spag- 
nuola tanto eccellente, che havrebbe fu- 
perato fiicilmente quefta diifficolt^, non 
oftante il fito fbrttflimo d* alcune di quefte 
provincie, anchorache il prendpc non fi 
mo£kper msttervi ordine> fe non fufle, che 
effendo la Fkndra dalla Spagna tanto 
diicofta, che biibgnando con diiagio e ipeia 
granxUffima mandarvi gli eferciti, non fo- 
kmente quelli, ma fpeffe volte gli arvvifi 
non erano a tempo per fuvvenire alle occa^- 
iioni fubite, che hanno femprele imprefe 
della guerre, che gli Inglefi e Francefi vi- 
cini a quci popoli nutrivano con grand* 
agio e preftezza. £ tanco fi accieco quel 
prencipe, che come fe la Fiandra fufle 
diventata il domicilio deir iniperio fuo^. 
(dove tutto era condotto con tanta diffi** 
eolta e fpefa come s' e detco, e dove non 
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era lui pf efentc) voile di ^uflvi, ribri eflfen- 
do ahc6ra ridotti i Fiainenghi,fareguerra 
alia Ffancia e Inghilterra, come i fuoi 
foccfelTori han fatto al Paktmato- Quefto 
^anto efrorc non folo le fece perdere il do- 
liiimio di fette di quelle provincie, roui- 
har6 i fuoi grandi difegni ill Francia, e 
Inghilterra, rtia ridufle, tutte Ic fuc coie 
in grandiflime anguftie : II che eflendoi 
ricohofciuto in quefti ultimi tempi dai 
FrtoCefi, non hanno vohrto mai fare k 
|)iu forte guerra che in iq^uefti paefi vicini 
i, Parigl c al groflb delle forze lojfo cort 
grande loro avantaggio, t perpetuo dinnd 
delli Spagnuoli. Non per altro fine lafcia- 
nb ancora hoggi alia corona di Spagna un 
rimanfente di quefte provincie, che per 
tenerelearme loro altro ve deboli, e impo- 
tenti deir adbperarfi, e per acrefcere gloria 
aile arme Francefi. Gli eferciti Tedcfchi 
alle giornate di Treves e Altenheim hia- 
vendo vinti i Francefi, habbiamo vifto 
il loro* Re, nella primavera feguente an-* 
dare in Fiandra, per rifaf fi di reputation 
tie. E hoggi per rcndcre quefta provin- 
cia di piiji gran fpefa, e piu danilofa alk 
O 2 Spagna, 
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Spagna, toltole la miglior parte del paefe, 
lafciano a Spagnuoli moke grande piazze, 
dove fono neceflarU prefidii numerofi. 
Ma acquiftando i Francefi quel che refta 
della Fiandra, havninno vantaggi fimili 
nello ftato di Milano s dove la Francia 
puo fare la guerra con pii^ facilita che la 
Spagna ; eflendo i foccorfi piu vicini per 
terra e per mare, dalla Provenza, e Delfi- 
nato che da Spagna : E cofila Francia, per- 
che fa la guerra con piu vantaggio, la fera 
fempre ne i ftati difgiunti ^ fin a tanto 
che per la rouina loro la Spagna medeiima 
tutta efaufta e impotence a difendcrfi, fia 
r ultima ailalita. 

Di tutto che e detto di fopra refultara, 
che le caufe della decadenza dell' imperio 
di Spagna fono flate, il mancamento de 
buoni ordini dentro il governo, e Teflerc 
i fuoi ftati difgiunti c feparati Tuno dair 
altro, intrapofti quelli vigorofiffimi di 
Francia, fuo perpetuo nemico. Ragiona- 
remo prima di quefta ultima, perche pare 
ragionevole, ehe vi fi metti ordine fenza 
indugio, per la neceffita che havra i] 
prencipe che fuccedera alia corona dj 
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Spagna, d' alienare, ocambiare alcune delle 
fuc provlncie per altrcj c perche lo ftabi- 
lire nuovi ordini dcntro il governo riccrca 
piu tempo. 

Fu detto da un felice ingegno, non fen- 
za grande fagacita, che il pefo di Spagna 
& India per Taggiunta di Fiandra e gli 
ftati Spagnuoii , in Italia, divento piu 
leggicre. Neir eta noftra quelli Stati 

V hanno quafi toko afFatto: e farebbe ftato 

V avantaggio di Spagna, che Carlo quinto 
haveffe aUmato Ic provincie di Fiandra, 
aggiungendole air imperio, o dandole a 
qualunque baftaflc diffenderlc contra i 
Franccfi : che Filippo, in luogo di rite- 
nerfi con una guerra dannofiffima ildomi- 
nio d*alcune di quefte provincie, havefle 
conceffa^a tutti qucfti popoli la liberti 
loiro; (Teh' il Re prefente, n' haveffe cc- 
duto il rimanente a i Francefi, piu tofto 
che ritenerli con piu vantaggio a quefti. 
Tan poco vedpno gli huomini nelle loro 
cofe propriej tante, e fi infinite miferic 
patifcono i popoli,^ per mancamento folo 
d'una falda refleffione. Ma perche cofi e ; 
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e che pare quafi ridicolo yolerc pcrfu?tdp?' 
a i principi ^bandop^re ftati a ^^epfiici^ q 
lafciarne il goyerno a i popoli come fe gflt 
ne fuflero incapaci ; non potendofi adope- 
rare Ic colonic, (rimedio in qiieito cafo dfi- 
eacifiimo) per efler la Spagn^ tanto fpopor 
lata, ne nifllwi altro che fia lento, effendo 
le cofe di quel reame ridotte in tprminc, 
che bifogna ingegnarfi trovar a quefto 
male un remedia che pofla produrre il fuO 
e^tto ^bito, per d^r tempo a fermafe 
l?uoni ordini dentroilgoverna ; penfehdovi 
aflai non ho trovato altro, che TalicnationCf 
o il cambio d'alcunc delle ibprajdettc pro- 
vincie contr' ad altre d'un fito piu com- 
modo per Timperio di Spagna. 

Ma prima ch'io moftri quali fiano da 
effer quefte, e cojne fi potrebbonofare tali 
cambii ; dir6, che le permutationi che fi 
fanno delli paefi per via di cambio, fonp 
molto piu facili, e felici, che quelle che 
vtogono fatte per guerre ; le quali ulti- 
me, per la piu parte, con infiniti travagli 
c affanni, non fortifcono altro efFetto, ch? 
quello, che per un trattato, o matrimonio, 
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fenza incommodita nifluna, producono i 
primi: diro di piu, che eflendo loggctto 
del camhlo fempre rutilita d^ prencipi e 
popoli, ix pu&^ojaaravigliare, chc ne forio 
ftati tan pochi e pot^^^Uuftri eiiempii ; fe 
non fufTe cofa notifCma, chel^onbixione, 
madre delle guerre, iia fempre flata piu 
forte nelli petti de gli huonxini, che le in« 
clinationi piu modefte, e piu utili. Se 
alcuno diccfle, che nelli cambii fi trovano 
tanta difficolta, che, mafGmamente in quelli 
di grand' importanza, e cofa impcattica- 
biie; ri(pondo, che li cambii tranfigendo- 
& col patto> non ii deve trovare difficolt^ 
dove tutti li contrahenti trovano il van^ 
taggio loro ; o fe pure fe ne trova alcuna, 
procede dalla debilita, e poca grandezza 
d'animo dubbio & impotente a pigliare 
partito iavb & utile nelle cofe di gran 
momenta Di quefto habbiamo un eflibav- 
pio notabile in Filippo tantc volte da noi 
memorato di fopra 5 quale perfuafb ch' il 
dominio de Paefi baifi gli era a detrimenco^ 
aliea6li per lo matrimonio d'liabella con 
TArciduca Alberto. M4 per difFetto di 
\ O 4 fucceffione. 
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fucccfTionc, non riufcendo quefto rimcdio, 
non le baft6 Tanimo aUenarli in ogni mo- 
do j il chc farebbe ftato partito migliore, 
che ritenerfegli di qualunque. E fe fi di- 
ceffech'unPrencipe, o Republica volendo 
alienar una provincia per cambio, o al- 
trimente, quella ne r'aquiitaffe la liberta 
fua, e con fufle obligata fottomettcrfi d 
dominio d' altri, non volendo figrioreg- 
giarla il fuo Prcncipe proprio ; fi puo re- 
plicarc, che una tale provincia ttovando 
piu fuo utile (come fi fuppone) nel fotto- 
mettcrfi al nuovo fignore, chc non faria 
fotto il dominio dell' antico, vi acconfen- 
tirebbe femprcj e che non e neceflario, che 
il fignore dichiari che la vuole alienare ad* 
ogni modo (anche n' havcfle I'intcntione) 
prima che quella confentifiTe al cambio. 
Pero non vi e quefl:a difficulta nelle pro- 
vinciefottopofte al dominio aflbluto, dove 
il prencipe pud far il cambio fcnza la par- 
ticipatione dc popoli con la medefima 
giuftitia, che la govcrna aflblutamente. 

Di quanto e detto di fopra, fegue, che 
la Spagna in cambio delli fuoi ftati dif- 
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/giunti (perche le fono non folo inutili, 
ma dannofi) doveria contentarfr di poco. 
Ma eflendo quefta una dottrink difficile a 
perfuadcr a popoli, o a prencipi 5 voglio 
proporrc 11 cambio de ftati^ d un valore 
ugualc, o non molco inferiore a quefti 5 
ma quanto air interefle di Spagna tanto 
migliori, quanto d*un grandiffimo dannoi 
e da piu un gran bene. Venendo dunque 
a 11 varii interefli de prencipi ch' afpirano 
a la corona di Spagna 5 de' mezzi che 
poflbno tencre per ottenerla, dell' avantaggi 
chc portarebbono alia Spagna; delle oppo-^ 
fidoni che troverebbono, i modi per in^ 
perarlc; c quanta facilita darebbe loro fl 
Cambio d'alcuni ftati, per potere (haven- 
do tempo) prepararfi fenza forpetto alk 
monarchia univerfale; dico, che deve ii 
Re di Portogallo ofFrir a congiungcre i 
fiioi domini con quelli di Spagna, ottenen- 
do lui quella corona : e che quefto, tanto 
per gli Spagnuoli, quanto per i Portoghefi 
epartitobuono, iicuro, e facile d'efeguirc: 
Perche non e papfe nel mondo piu commo- 
do alia Spagna, mediante 11 fito e molte al- 
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tre ragionil, che il Portog^lo, il quale e 
ftato baftante portarle piu volte nelle vU^ 
(pere una guerra gagiiarda. Per quefta 
unione \\ domipio di Spagna in America, 
del quale fi debbe far piu conto di' infino 
ad hora non fe n' e fatto, fara accrefciuto 
dal Brafile ; e havra la Spagna con detto co- 
rona altri luoghi in Africa, e Afia> che por^ 
geranno grandiflima commodidl all' aug- 
mento del commercio e navigazionc, tanto 
necefiario a quefto imperia £ fe li Spag- 
auoli fuifino cqfi favii che fe le credono, an- 
darebbe in tal cafo la loro corte ad habitare 
aLifboa; donde loro rifultaria moko udle. 
Ferche oltre all' avancaggio del fito hello 
di quel luogho, commodo per il conunercio 
c grandiffime flotte, atto per Taquifto del 
mondo, e la rcfidenza d'un prencipe che lo 
governera come e detto, la lingua c i co- 
ftumi di Portoghefi diiierenti da loro faran- 
no fpenti con fommo piacere de Portoghefi 
medefimi, e c^ni memoria d'un popolo o 
governo fcparato. E quel vafto paefc che 
dal mare e de' monti Pyrenei c contenuto, 
divencarebbe un corpo unito, intiero. Ma 
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f^ i ^gjivio^i oftw^ati ndl' opi|)JQpe lorp^ 
yogliooQ fermarA a MaflrwJi e yepfirqik^ 
phe potretjbono acponciare riii>p9rio lor^ 
d fito di qucU^ c\%^\ (attiffiw^ per cpq*- 
pianidar a tytta, m^t fol^ §p?gn?) »w ypr 
lendp ^cconciare un Aw ^ mfmh 44 
I9,9fidp. Se fi <fic^j cjbp a i gfgo^i f 
porteggiani %agm?qli %a caJfefpigfifiv«)lr 
ycideye la lorQ cwrti? aocrefeiw? Ji iqij^l^ 
di PoEtpgallp } e che ii priroeg«»itQ 4^ 
quel Re %eb)?e Ipro pju gratp, «c?is)fib^ 

rfRpQ neU* (u^i mipwwwsa «? rkoi^irii j 
Bu6 dire finfiilpaente, fe U Re 4i Spagr 
na p^rfuijfi cjejla frp4e di q\^^fti|al^, K^ 
per acqi^ift^rfi i'lq)^^ er^ ngfpf^rjp dUr 
ilrugg?re tutti i popoU4'effa, i'mm I'lflr 
ganiio, fi foffero opppftj all' effij^ne del 
fjingue di tand miUioni d'bwomiqi, have'- 
rebbono tolto a i fqoi Spagpupli ij IJ*^?© 
4'arrichirfij c che fc il Re pref^t<f fe^ 
irefle prefo per moglie I'lnfaim^ 4i Ppr^Qr 
g^Ho vltiipainente mprta, Don Qiay^njit^ 
f gl; altri malcoaitei^i della,corte, J*oq feiu 
3(5erebbono havuto luogp cpmmp4.o» P V-r 
cjf^dj ritir^fi: ragi^pni t^^llifjjipfi edegr 
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nc di lorp ! E veramentc credo che gli 
interefli ingiufti di quefti, (iano ftati ia 
tutte le occorrenze, la caufa proflima della 
rouina di Spagna* Ma oltre che 'I ragi- 
onamento mio non e per continuare i 
(uoidifordini, dicochcafcendendoaltrono 
un prcncipc Tcdcfco o Francefe, li offici 
e govcmifaranno in maggior numeroloro 
tolti da i nobiii di quefte natio^ che da 
i Portogefi : e ch' un Re di Spagna ha- 
vendo ad impiegarfi fempre in imprefe 
grandiffime, come fi fara chiaro di fotto, 
non mancaranno occafioni a qualunque 
volefle avanzarii per la virtu. Pero ave- 
ncndo il R^ di Portogallo alia corona 
di Spagna, fe volefle ftar ociofo, e fenza 
fofpetto prepararfi air imperio del mondo^ 
fara rteceffariochecon confenfo del popolo 
di Spagna alienafle il Luilemburgo al im- 
perio, per certi feudi in Italia : Oftenda e 
il rimanente della provincia di Fiandra a 
gli Inglefi per certe ifole che qucfti tcn- 
gono in America, e principalmente la 
Giamaica, per efier un ricetto a i pirati 
tanto vicino e nocivo alle colonie e flotte 
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d'lndk; e tutti li altri paefi baffi ^li 
Olandefi per alcune piazze che po&dono 
in America, Africa & Afia ; le quali 
con quelle concedute da gli Inglefi faranno 
molto commode per afficurare la pace deir 
Indie. I paeii baffi, tanto vicmi a Pari* 
gi, e pofti nelle manl di tre tante potenze, 
faranno un riparo fortiflimo contra la 
grandezza di Francia : e quefto faria un 
modvo alle dette nationi di ftar fempre 
coUegate con la Spagna. I popoli de' Paeii 
baffi dopo tante fi lunghe, e infinite miferie, 
havendo patroni che le proteggeflero, gufta- 
rebbono qualche ripofo. Se alii fopradetti 
cambii fi potefle aggiungere quello di Tof- 
cana per il Ducato di Milano, c il regno 
di Sardegna ; la Spagna s'afliicurarebbe d' 
ogni banda,- perchc il porto di Livorno 
porgerebbe gran commodita per ricever 
foccorfi, cosi di Spagna, come di Napoli e 
Siciiia, i quali non pervengono fen^a gran- 
difiima difiicolta al flato di Milano. La 
Tofcana pofta dietro alii ripari dell' Alpi 
della Lombardia edel Appennino, iarebhe 
difficilmente ofife:^ da Francefi fenon per 
2 mare : 
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ift^f c : A i Fioremini hora d]ppreffi cfe 
V dati CGCeflki (ttbn haVcfidb il lord pr6h^ 

tipt alffo f iffifedio pe? tcherlJ fudditi) cB- 
Vfeiitera piu tolefabile la cohditione Ibfo, 
(Juandb faMfino impiegati nella difcfa tf 
Italia toWtfa i Ffaiicefi : I MHatoefl nO& 
pill fedditi il %ovttvio dtt Fofafticri, tafi- 
tb da krfb ^bortito, hatre^aniWy uti preil- 
ci^^ropifky Italiiho chfe fi tratteneri fern- 
prt a Milato6. Dira forfc akuftcy che il 
(k^ti Buti n(!>h atcbnfehtir^bbfe mai ad 
uh tat cambio ; e non fori mai pet lafciafe 
un do^inio, nel quale la fua familia e 
antiquata, per andare ad habitare in paefi 
elp6fti a la guerra. Rifpondo, che Ibhd 
paefi dfeHa medcfima prdviiicia, lingua'^ 
coftunii, e rcligiotie con quel preiicipc, e 
che la riechezza del Diicato, e la digiiiti 
di R^, con cosi grailde augtoetito del domi^ 
nio, mcritano the v'kccotifetttiffe. Ma 
accettando quefto cambia, le fara utile 
ptbporre un altrb al Duca & Mantoua ; 
voglio dire, del Cremonefe t Lodefano 
per il Monferrato, paefe tanlo acconcid 
alio ftato di Milano pcf torrc ai Francell 
2 - luogo 
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luogo commode a mettere il piede in Ita^ 
lia, e allettamento al Duca di Savoia ^ 
romoreggiare. Ed il ducadi Mantoua pef 
la richezza, e anche piu per il fito de' fopra« 
detci paefi contigui alii fuoi, e remoti dalle 
occafioiu di guerra, verrsl avantaggiata 
afiai. Di quefto modo la Republica di 
Vinetia, quella di Genoa, e i Prencipi del- 
la Lofnbardia haveranno meno da temer 
dal fico de i ftati SpagniK>li in Italia ; il 
Papa e la republica di Lucca fbrie piu che 
hoggi non hanno. Ma le forze che dove- 
ranno eiier impiegate nella difefa d' Italia 
contr' a i Francefi faranno accrefciute di 
quelle della Toicana, come e detto. Se fi 
diceffe effer cofa vana Timaginarfi ch'un 
Re di Portogallo fenza la minima preten- 
cione d*alcun diritto alia corona di Spag- 
na vifuccedeflc, maffimamente.quandola 
cafa d*Auftria, e quella di Francia, Ic 
due prime del mondo, con altri Prencipi 
vi prctendono il diritto di fuccedere ; re- 
plico, ch' io non parlo del diritto di fucce- 
dere; lafciandoio aiUDottorideMeggi; ne 
di quello che debbono fare i prencipi, in- 
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legnamento da Teologo ; ma di quelia che 
hanno fatto c faranno fempre, cioe, ad 
ognimodo, dovepoflbno, occupando pro- 
vincie a regni vicini, aggrandirfi di qua- 
lunque maniera. E fe fufle mai prencipc 
chi mcritafle fcufa, farebbe in tal cafb il Re 
di Portogallo 5 procacciando tanti vancaggi 
alia corona di Spagna 5 la quale ^ravataT 
del canchero di Fiandra, difcarica del 
ftato di Milano, e rinforzata dal regno 
di Portogallo; con li eflercitiche agrande 
Ipefa nutrifce nelliftaudifgiunti, e le forze 
di Portogallo farrebbe otiofa nella Guienna 
e Linguadoca una grandiffima diverfione 
air arme Francefi, qualunquc volte vo- 
leffino af&lire, Tlmperio, X Italia, li Paefi 
baffi, o r ifolfe Britanniche ; in luogo che 
hoggiper lefueperdite continue non fi altro 
fe non accrefcer loro ftatie gloria, comec 
detto di fopra. Merita anche piu fcufa que- 
ilo Re ; perche le qualche prencipeTedefco 
o FrancefediventafTe Redi Spagna, e quafi 
immancabile che non perdi i fuoi ftati : Ma 
mcdiante il partito Ibpradetto, liberandofi 
da quel pericolo, divcnta il primo Re del 

mondo; 
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mbndo 5 fa il Portogallo e Ic fue Indie, 
(fcacciata per fempre la guefra) felici^ i 
fuoi nobili e Corteggiani (pentitifidella co- 
glioneria dell' ultima rivoluzione) felicif- 
fimi. Pero quanto alia potenza grande 
delle fopradettc due famiglie pretendenti; 
queft' e circonftanza favorcvole al Re di 
Portogallo, che eflendo nemici implacabili, 
non s'uniranno mai contro di lui. Air 
Iraperio, V Italia, a i Svizzeri, a la Suecia, 
Danimarca, Pologna e la Turdhia fara 
grato TabaflEimento della cafa d* Auftria : e 
a tutto il mondo, veder la Francia caduta' 
dalle fperanze di pofleder la* corona di 
Spagna. 

E ANcoRA che a glilnglcfi, Olandefi^ 
Hamboighefi, e altri popoli che dal com- 
mercio fanno il lor capitalc, I'unione del 
Portogallo con la Spagna non faria tanto 
gradita 5 nientedimeno non s arrifchieran- 
no d' impedirla, per non perdere il lore 
piu ricco commercio, ch' e quello con la 
Spagna, e non dare pretefto alia cattura 
delle imrhenfe ricchezze de* loro merca^ 
tanti in quel paefe. 
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NiL fecondoluogoirattdrexlio delUia^ 
iereffi del Electore di Ba^iera; il quale 
pef diftorre rimperatore daQe pretenfic«u 
alia cdrona di Spagna che pud haver per 
i fuoi figliuaU^ e rendeffelo aflSftente ndf 
avanzare il Prencipe di Bavicra, nipote 
del detto Imperatore, a quella dignitib^ 
debbe offirire di laictare I'herediti ^ E«- 
lettoraio e de itioi dominii al Ardduca ; 
perche Han cficnddle favOrcvole Tlmpe^ 
racore, non fi puQ che rxsn di^eri delta 
corona di Spagna per ii f^lioolo : E per 
indurk) a q^l partito^ okrc la confidcra.* 
jtione del nipote, e prababile che la Francia 
non s'opporrebbe tanto a qualunque akro 
^rencipe quanto a uno che fuffe della tofa 
d'Auftria ; ed e partito piu ficuro al Imi- 
peratore^ che la Mbnarehia di Spagna foffe 
di qualunque altro prencipe, che fforzati^ 
doii di continuarla nella caia d'Auftria, ar^ 
rifchiare ch'un Francefe non diventafle 
fignore. Llnaperatore noo deve fer poco 
conto d'acerefcere la fua cafa de* dominii <fi 
Baviera, e d'un dtro Ekttorata E agli 
altri Potentati dcir Europa fafslpiu grato 
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4|aaifif7bglkr prencipt per Re di Spagn% 
Gh'uno clie h^&> o della cafa d'Auftiriay o 
di qudia di Frattcia j e piii tofto il Prenci|« 
di Baviera cbe akuno de preie^denti cbe 
actrefceflfe ftatr alia Spagiia. 

Il Prencipe di Baviera avenenda aUa 
corona di Spagna, e voiendo J^rii itrada 
ancbe luiy fefiza fofpettcx, al Itaperio dd- 
mondo, ptr dar tempo alle cofe di ^^gtnat 
di riof dinar fi, dovera, coft il confenfo del 
fuo popolo, alienare gli Paefi bajffi nd Hloda 
fopra detto j c far il cambio* di Mikno d 
Sardegtei con la Tofcana; o> rifucanidcy 
il Gran Duca qv^\ cambid, dare Jo jfkt* 
di Milino a i Vcnetidni e Genoefi per k 
Morea e V Ifola di Corfiea y ehe far anna 
jfecilraeme difefe^ ecomitiode p^r llmperic^ 
del mare Mcditerraneo. H effefldd i Ve* 
netiani e Genoefi tmio rinforzati in Lonv- 
bardia, feranno uri oftacolo grandiffinw 
aUa Francia qualunque voltat volcfle afla- 
Kre ritaK^, E quefto ultimo cambio puof 
vtk fimilcafo farfi dal R^ di Portogalfo. 
Ma piu cofto cfee to ftato di Mikno reftafe 
a carico alia Spagna, e defle oecafione a 
P 2 Franceli, 



iv 



Digitized by 



Google 



212^ Difcorfo deUt 

Francefi, Tedefchi, Suizzeri e al Duca di 
Savoia di perturbare la pace dltalia, e fa-^ 
ceflc grado per affalire gli altri dominil 
Spagnuoliin quelpaefe, dovera elSere alie- 
nato in ogni modoj- o dividendolo tra i 
vicini, b concedcndo a quel popolo la loro 
libcrta, e congiungendolo con i Suizzeri, 
per oftacolo invincibile a i Francefi tutte 
volte chc voleffino affalire Tltalia. 

Se da gli Spagnuoli venifle accettato il 
Duca di Savoia per Re, potrebbe portar 
Iprovantaggi grandiffimi; pcrche congi- 
unti i fuoidbipini col ftato di Milano, e 
pofledendo i paffi delle Alpi, farebbe padro- 
ne in Lombardia, c (comprefe le ifole di 
§icilia e Sardegna) Re delle due terze dlta- 
Ua : donde non meno che dalla Spagna me- 
defima, potrebbe far tefta a qualuiiquc T 
affaliffc. Dira alcuno ch'il Papa, i Vcne- 
tiani, Genoefi, il Gran Duca, e gli al- 
tri Potentati d'ltalia, ingelofiti d*una tan- 
ta grandezza, fi coUegaranno per opporfi a 
tal difegno. Ma quando fi coUegaflcro, 
non vorrebbero chiamare fiibito arme fo- 
refliere in Italia (partite a quel paefc 

quafi 
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quafi Icmprc fatalc) per diftruggcre una 
grandezza forfa fenza mofla d'armi ; ma 
bene a porvi terminc che non accrefceffe : 
perche era piu da temere Carlo quinto e 
Filippo fuo figliuolo, ch'unDucadiSavoia 
divenuto Re di Spagna, e una fale gran- 
dezza fara piuttofto la ficurta d' Italia 
contra le arme de' Francefi j fendo tempo 
chiamarle, quando noncontento del anti- 
co dominio della cafa fua, e di quello de gli 
Spagnuoli in Italia, quefto prcncipe voleflb 
attentare fopra alcun altro ftato di quel 
paefe. E Todio implacabile tra le due 
cafe di Francia e Auftria impediendole a 
congiungerfi contro di lui, farebbe la fua 
ficurta. Ma volendo procacciarfi tempo 
di penfar a la monarchia del mondo, bifog- 
narebbe alienare i Paefi bafli nel modo fo- 
pradetto, e cambiare il Cremonefe e Lo- 
defano per il Monferrato. 

Il mondo tutto s opporrebbe alle preten- 
tioni del Delfino ; nondimeno il padre dcve 
far fembiante alia prima di voler foftenerle ; 
affinche gli Spagnuoli accettaflino piu facil- 
jnente il Duca di Berria per Re : il quale ri- 
P 3 cevuto % 
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cevuto dfi iora faraqu&ire k eofigHitnti90|^ 
detle duoc imperii di Franm e iSpagna f^m 
ogni facilta. Oiranao i Francicfieh'eflear^ 
do neceflario provedere d'un ^cctfibrf Is 
corona xJi Spagna, c fcndo l\ diritto nella 
perfpna del Delfii)o, uo^imeno il loro Kt 
come chriftianiflimD, pf r opporfi all* dRtfi- 
on^e di fangue dc Chriftiani ,• {het no3 diWC 
occafione a guerre imrnorcali, p ricmpire 
il pionxlo xJfilb fpavenio che ikra per fufci- 
tareuaat»lfticwflicme» fi cpntent^ra cVil 
fiio nipote il Duca di Berria fia ricevuu^ 
per Re ; c che lo mandera ijti Ifpagna nQQ 
£)Iameate iecissa e/erciri, o alpuoi huomini 
militari, mn con U foI» ftgqita d^* fqpi do^ 
mcftici; i quali (efleodp lui rigevutp d*^ 
gji Spagmjoli fepra <:Qnfini) fi torncranno 
totti in Francia, ienea cbe un jCqlo paggip 
rimanefle nella Spagna : che tuno Tavan-r 
taggio che ne rifultarebbe alia Francia fara 
rhonorc di dare ^ti Re sHa Spagna, il 
quale havendo gli mi^defimi interrefli coa 
li Spagnuoli, li feguitera feoipre. Parole 
doratei p fe con quefto doraoientp della 
pUIda ibporifera podbno addormentare gli 

Spagnuoli s 
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Spagnuolt; «vand che£ fvc^liano, gl'ui- 
caio^areiDbono tuttij o riempiendo i loro 
dominii d' eferciti Francefi, fooo pretcfto 
d'akcarli quaiado fuffino aflkliti ddla caia 
d'Auftria, o per mille alcre maniere le- 
qudi c al tutto fov^rchio dichiarare. 

Pero per addormentare non (blamente 
gli %agnuDli, ma tutti gli altri-popoli dcir 
Eni^pa, pf oporranno anche i Franc^iv^h^ 
Re Brkanaico e la Republics d'Olanda (i 
quali foil poiTono) fi^Bo malleyadori delk 
Fratidia, dando fedc cbe quel reame non fi 
prevaler^ in aloun modo dcjla fucceflionc 
dd Duca di Borriaalla corona diSpagna $ 
U quale iibero im quel inaperip, diventara 
nemico ddk Francia, quataio qualunqu^ 
Prencipe Auftriaco. Diranno di piii ; cfae 
£icendo queii^ raalleyeria, libeniranno noa 
jblamente gli aUri fkti dell'Europa, mi 
^ mededjcne d'una guerra dannofiflima: 
Cke, efwfti di d^nari, c fendo il conir 
ciercio unico nmedio per rihayerne, deb»- 
bono in ogni modo con&rvare ia pace. £ 
Teramente la xn^laamnGiiiiiflraidone ddla 
paffata guerra, principalmente nellecofedd 
P 4 mare 
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wma da kra boTBoSatVtmpmt'SM' 
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ricefi non 
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marc & maheggio de danari publici, puo 
con ragione torre la volonta a gli Inglcfi 
di ricomminciar la gucrra in Fiandra 
(laquale farebbe tamo perniciofa a quella 
natione, quanto il non opporfi alii difegni 
di Francia con ogni loro forza navalc.) 
Ma, oltre che i Francefi con le loro ma- 
neggi imbrogliando glilnglefi con gli O- 
landefi, o gli Inglefi tra fe medefimi (cofe 
non troppQ difficili) riufcircbbe qucUa mal- 
leveria ^ana, pare che vi fia qualche vc- 
leno nafcofto, che corrompendo li negorii 
di quelli paefi, fara per precipitarli in ogni 
^odo. Di maniera che in quefto corrot- 
tiflimo fecolo (eflcndo tanto peggiorata 
ogni conditionc d'huomini, i quali fi lafci- 
ano ingannare non per difetto di fcienza, 
ma di virtu) quel groflb inganno della 
Francia puo forferiufcire; maflimamentc 
cflendo i popoli dcU* Europa impoveriti e 
ftracchi della guerra j pur che la Francia 
a i Corteggiani non rifparmi danari, ne a 
prencipi promeffe d'aiutarli a torre la li- 
berty a fudditi e vicinl^ e bandirla del 
mondo. 

Ma 
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' Ma fc quefte afhitie de Francefi non 

haveflero il fucceflb defiderato (benche 

. la poflbno fperare dal aibandonamenco di 

qucfto fnervato fecolo) e che fi troyino "\^^^^ 
fforzati e procedcrc piu fcopertamente 
(non volendo gli Spagnuoli il Duca per 
Re) poflbno con groffiffimi eflerciti c 
flottc, aflalire loftato di Milano, il Reg- 
no, la Siciiia, e la Sardegna, coUocando 
tutte le loro fperanze ncUa preftezza dclla 
conquifta, per prevenire i Tedefchi: E 
nel mcdefimo tempo facendo guerra dcfen- 
£va nelli Paefi bafli, e lafciando perdere 
alcune piazze a gli Inglefi.e Olandcfi, per 
addormentare quei popoli, poflbno man- 
dare un efercito piccolo^ per non eflTer af&- /^ C 
mato) ma di gente Jettiffima in Ifpagna : 
c uccellando anche gli Spagnuoli coUa mo. 
ftra del Duca di Berria a la tcfl:a di queflo 
<^S5, efercito> verranno a capo de lorodifegni; 
c gli Spagnuoli con la perdita de loro do- 
minii in Italia, diventaranno anch* efli Pro- 
vincia: perche ricevuto il Duca di Berria 
con^flfercit^, i Francefi diiporranno ogni 
cofa in Ifpagna a loro voglia. 

E PER 
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£ P.8E rkenerfi gran pane d' Italia col 
^c)>\ efplufiooe di ll^ofchi, t eon le mcoo ifo- 

fijfcua de^ loiliani, pofiboo acxordarfi c{4 
Duea di Savoia^ il quale ftabilitD Bi di 
Nap^ da loro, oed^'a i fuoi domtaii an«- 
tichi alia Francia: « fe rifiotafle qusflo 
cambio poiTono facilmente feacdarlo dal 
^oftato. Ma noa e verifixoik cbe lo ri£-r 
fitii pcrche pwrcnendo Milano, NapaM, 
fijdlia, e Sarjdegna neUc jsaioi de France^ 
iara piencipe molto pKi precario nelii Aa^- 
ti veecbi, che fe in Napoli ftabiUto fulfc. 
Pofiedcndo Napoli bavra xxon hXamtnti 
ticolo di Re, ma reame ricchiSamo c de>- 
iitioib. U v^ro che la fua faoiiglia e aod- 
quata nelli dominii vecd^i e molto amata 
jdal fuo popdo ; mk fe fi govcrna col fenno 
Bon bada temeredallinuovifudditi, qualj 
fwio della medefima provincia, lingua, co- 
ftiami e religione : equello pacfe roftiiuito 
alia vera dcgnita d'un regno, bavcndo prenr- 
cipe proprio & Italian©, non effendo piii 
predato da Govcmatori, e doppo ducent' 
anni di fervitu daBarbari (cosi ehiamano 
gli Oltramonwni) liberaio, Ic iara fcddc. 

In 
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In cpjefto Vfn^'^ Rp ChriftJaBifluiioi, 

d^i J)vic» <li Sgvol^ di qva @ di li deile 

Alpi, figUari piede coa tapto.for«a ij) 

JtjUia, <:be far& i»olco difficile fcacqiariene, 

ly^ gicUia e Sw'degpa, #ndp ifolc, iaraw- ^*-^ 

go facilmem^J difer? , c wo daraouo tan» 

g^lolia, quswwp fe ritewodofiT^apoli, ali«- 

naffe quelle ifole al Duca. Nc pw6 tcawr 

U Re che quel pjrencipe fi coltegaffe wn gli 

aitri pQtcntftti d'lalia per aflsUdo; per- 

cbe ii Re e^ndo padrojie d?l mare, « 

bavendo la SiciUa p«- pigUarlo addoflp > 

f^rcbbe pericolpfo a un prencipe n\iovo n4 

governo, rinunciare alia fua amiciria, cer* 

^^R altri amici, e dare pret^o quanmn- 

qv§ punimo a perwrbationi nuove in wjk 

pppolp tantQ vario e mutabile. 

Ma con tutto quefto e fuor d'ogjii dub» 
|,ip, <:h' il Papa, i Venetiani, e le miqori 
JLepabliche d'ltalia goUegapdofi col Imper 
rioc i Svi?;5eri:ferattao per impedireqyeftp 
gj^irpentP de Francefi inltaliaf |)cof» 
diffiqik iocaiioaFe gU It»liaoi j h guerrg 

d' Italia 
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d* Italia e ftata fempre fatalc allc armc 
Francefcj cd e il pacfe molto impedito 
da monti c fiumi. Poflbno i Todcfchi, c 
G^^ principalmente rimperacorc, c il Bavarefe, 
che fono i piu vicine, e ambcdui preren- 
dcnti alia corona di Spagna, coUegati con i 
Suizzcri c fceftdeiido dalle Alpi, inondare 
c,s la Lombardia con tanti eferciti, che fi 
pentiranno i' Francefi d'haver moflk la 
guerra in quel pacfe, 

E s AREBBE forfe non folo partito buono, 
tna neceflario alia Francia, dofFrire a T 
Elcttore di Baviera lo flato di Milano, 
col patto d'efferpoftada lui nellapoifeffi- 
one de Pacfi baffi Spagnuoli, Ed c probabilc 
che I'Elettore puo accettare quefto partito, 
fe rimperatore ricufafle acconfentire ch'il 
Prencipe Elettorale otteneffe la corona -di 
Spagna a conditioni dette di fopra. Li - 
ftaji appartenenti al Elettore nell* Ala- 
magna, e il Ducato di Milano, faranno 
vicini per darfi foccorfo mutuo, contro V 
Imperatore, x) qualunque potentato dlta- 
lia raflalifle. I Francefi non poffedendo 
altro ch'il Piemonte, e havendo meffo un 

potentc 
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potcnte prencipc in Italia, darebbono me-" 
no fofpetco delle arme loro : E in quefto 
modo tenendo i Todefchi difuniti, e gua- 
dagnato un coUegato cosi poderofb contro 
alia cafa d'Auftria come c rElettore di 
Baviera (il quale raddopiava quafi fem- 
pre le forze di quella cafa in Alamagna) 
voltandofi contra la Spagna, c non havendo 
piu adefler impediti in Italia, trovarebbono c:: f*^ y 

molto comrtiodo d' haver afFortificate le 
fpalle con U Paefi bafli Spagnuoli, contr' 
alia Gran Bretagna e Olanda. 

Pero fe la Francia in niflun modo po- 
teflc fpiccare il Bavarefe dall' antica amici- 
tia dclla cafa d'Auftria, fera obligata, ri- 
tenendofi Napoli, far dono dello ftato di ^^^ / 
Milano al Duca di Savoia, il quale per 
antichi e nuovi dominii divenuto poten-^ 
tiffimo in Lombardia, fara confederato fe- 
deliffimo contr' i Todefchi. E i Francefi 
pofledendo il Regno di Napoli darebbero 
minor gelofia a gli Italiani, che fe pofle- 
deflero la Savoia, le Alpi, il Piemonte ^ 
Milano, Paefi congiunti e concigui alia 
Francia, la quale di quefta maniera po>- 
2 trebbc 
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trebbe ^l&tiir^fi ddk €t^^ df It^k. S i 
Tc^fchi ndn h*trend& fo^i^§ di m»tG nOfl 
pof&no opp6«fi atte ifttAc Fr;dn€e& ki lA 
pagnsi ; qti^le ba vra fdtfifpref Mtie^i^ md* 
film a ttrdr dopo fe gli dtri fuoi dcUHii^iL 
Fero fe rhwu^feu^a i domln« Spag^ 
nudi in Italia a Tb^fefehi e Itilfem^ I 
Francefl diten€afffin<y figii^rf di $pa^i», 
^ de ^iWifti^SpttgttUoli nelk Indfe,^ |yort<^ 
itirn^ daiinio grandiflfkna al c:ofihifi«dd 
dcgR Itfg^fr * Okftdefi, ^oaltf di gibflid ill 
giorno veneii^ tf^rio, (|tidte MtionJ in 
pochi fltrnii fardniio affatt6 fcacckti dal 
mare per te p0tdfttiffii«e fiwiftate di Fran* 
cia, a.ll6 qoali hoggi ikoti itiaMft aJtro cfe6 
quel mjrta^fo^ di ffia^irtaFi, eh'il cdftxefcid 
delle iiidfe 6 del m^xt Mediteiri^aned por- 
g^r^ loro, fengJa p^fkfd ddlle riieheza* 
di queili eoifttftierd, edclkmiBierc di Pe-^ 
ru. Per i?arftot fe pot^nza del ReChrifl;ia^ 
riiffimo ne' Hoftri tempi ^ diVefttatta tamd 
for midabile, che s'h^veife difegna d^ infig* 
norirfl di qualunque parte della monar chk 
di Spagna, bifogha ch' afpetti d*havere il 
rtionda congiurato c6«tfa di kii> ccceet^ 

forfe 
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for^ akcmi prenc^i a q[tiali %aftii;tebbtf 
Biia (Mtrte delle fpoglie* 

Be e tanto pottnce net mare il Kh HtU "^ 

Mfinieo psr k flocte cnnghilterra e CHa^i^^ 
the potendo non fblaoneme impedirlo nella 
Cdnq»ifta d'AmeTica^ ma darla fturbaf* J-/-^ 
m^irto maffimo kiquella di Spagna medefiw 
ma, liberandola da^l' afiedio delte flottc^ 
Francafi, cbe ^ probabile fenza quakhe 
particD ittolto ^vantaggiofo a i fuoi popoli e \3"^ " ov '^ 
Ik quellid^Olanda, nonfaripcr foflFnre che^^^^^^"**" 
F-Aumerica fettentrionale a^i Inglefi (nella ' A"^^*A 
quale haiino di gi^ moke colonie) riti-» ^ 

ratido quelle di Francla ; e agli Olan- ^^"*^;^,>^' 
defi 1 domini Spd^nuoli tiella India Ori^ 
^tale^ e quel cherefta alia Spagna nePae^ 
fi baffi. Se fi dicefle tflfer quefte fuppofi- 
tioni e dimande intolerabili i rifpondo^ 
eh' abbracciando il Re Chriftianiilimo 
tutti li doaiinii Spagnuoli, le perderebbe 
t»tti 5 che ho naoftrato che le guerre in 
Icalia fono nK)ko difficili, e quafi impra-^ 
ticabiii a Francefi^ cbe queile concefficHii 
al Re Britannico (il quale non pu6 accet- 
XMt condkioni inferiori, fe non voleffe 
2 che 
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Che gli Inglefi e Olandefi abandonaffino 3 
mare come e detto) faranno ogni cofa fa- 
cile al Re di Francia, la quale fi ritieyc 
anch' affai ; perche pofledendo infiemc con 
la Francia, la Spagna e TAmcrica Meridio- 
nale, puo col tempo facilmenteinfignorirfi 
delmondo, come fi fara chiaro di fotto : e 
quefto anche fenza Tavantaggio di collo- 
care la fedia del Imperio in Ifpagna; non 
effendo vetifimile che la Francia ancora 
plena di popoli, vorrebbe fottometterfi alia 
fpopolata Ifpagna. Ma fe volefTero ac- 
confentire a quefto partito, pare cofa facile 
congiungere li duoi Imperii. E veramen- 
te fono diventaci canto vili i Francefi 
fotto la prefente fervitii, ch' il loro Re 
non havrebbe gran difficolta d efTeguire 
un tal difegno, mediante quella fola con- 
ditione, che la Francia havefle governa- 
tori Francefi. Ma una tale rifolutione 
parerebbe agli Spagnuoli cofa tanto in- 
credibile, che quando fuflTe prefa con in- 
tiera fincerita, non fi perfuaderebbono mai 
che fufle altro ch' inganno; e non fola- 
mente i Spagnuoli, ma tutti gli altd po- 
poli 
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poli s'opporrebbono. Okre ch' a gli huo- 
. mini, e mafSmamente a prencipi, non 
bafta Tanimo a un cofi gran difegno ; eflen- 
do non meno impotencialafciaredi ie me- 
moria eterna per cofe di grandezza ftraor- 
dinaria, come per quelle di vera virtu. 

Procedi AMO a ragionare degli altri pre- 
tendenti. L'Arciduca pare un fucceflbre 
molco acconcio : eflendo della medefima 
cafa con ii Re prefente, eflfendo neceflario 
continuare in quella ia corona di Spagna, per 
contrapefare ai poter ecceflivo della Fran- 
ciaj oltre che non aggiunge altro ftato alia 
Spagna ; ne altre amiftadi fuor di quelle 
che godi^hoggi. E verifimile ch' eflendo 
della medefima cafa, fara come i fuoi pre- 
deceflbri preneipe pacifico; non fara in* 
novata cofa alcuna \ il mondo non s'accor-- 
gera che la Spagna habbia mutato Re; e 
fe rimperatore facendo pace con la cafa 
Octomanna, defle al Bava^o alcune pi- 
azze fopra il Reno, per renderlo femprc 
nimico alia Francia, non havra TArciduca 
altro nimico ch' i Francefi. Di modo che 
fuccedendo all' Imperio di Spagna per 
Q^ mezzo 
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mezzo di quelU prencipL che nan vorreb* 
bono ihuta^oni inEuropa dopo la n;iortQ 
del Re di Spagnd, e quietata ogni coia, 
per prepararfi all' Imperki univcrfale, no» 
M altro cambk) a fareche quellode pacfi 
bafli Spagnuoli nel n)odo dettx) di fopca, 
effendo neeeiSirio ritenei' lo ftata diMila- 
no per haver foccQrfo dal padre. 

In eiK^ le precentiom alk CDrooa di 
Spagna tS^r^o^ )k capcale cflcr yolitto be-- 
ne e chiamato da S^nudi medefimi, o 
verifimib chc la cafa tfAuftria, ccttDO 
antiquata in quel paefe, hayra fenjprc 
moiti parteggiani ; k cafa di Frgnda per 
}i nemiiVadi pafiace e 1' incomport^iiit^ 
d'hiimori pochij ecbe la parted' akmie 
Grandli di Spagna corcotti da cbnari FrasH 
cefi fpam ft alia morte del Re. Per6 fucr 
cedendo un Precipe Feancefe, hendw 
fti^ alienata d^^ammo daUa iua patiia, e 
dif entaiie tutio Spagnuolo^ oon fareblbd 
di tanto foftegno afle cofe di Spagna, quaa* 
to un prencipe eh* havefle anaiftadi e pa- 
rentadi in Alamagna ; ne quefto ukimo 
giovarebbe tanto, quanto un pfwietpechi 
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vi have^ (iominii potentiflimi. Di ma- 
Riera cbe i verifimile che li Spagnuoll 
attaccando Tutile con le inclinationi loro^ 
feranno per offrir al Imperatore, che me- 
diante la congiuntione de fuoi dominit 
eredltarii alia corona di Spagna, ienza 
che poiiino mai piu efler alienati da quella^ 
accettareblxHio il R^ dc Romani per il lore 
R^. E vero ch'una canta potenza far^ 
molto invidiata e temuta ; darebbe graa 
gelofia a i Todefchi ; & e verifimilc che 
la cafa d' AuAria ne perderia k dlgnid 
Imperiale, divenuta a efla quafi propria* 
Pfero qoella cafa per Y aggiunta de tanci 
regni fi confolarebbe di quella perduta 
dignita. E non faranno i Todefchi mai 
per fare Imperatort uno della cafa di Fran- 
ela ; m^ piu tofto uno della loro nadonc^ 
per tener la bilancia tr^ quefle due cafe 
potentiflimc, e infieme quella di Europa; 
it che fara piu facile ad un tal Imperatord 
che alii debolt Veneziani^ o mutabili In- 
glefi. Non havranno da temere i To-- 
defchi d'una tale potenza, fendo la Fran- 
cia ne' noftri cem^pi divenuta poteati£&ma^ 
Q_2 ' Dira 
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Dira forfe alcuno che la Spagna dimanda 
un prencipe che vi faccia la fua rcfidenza, 
e TAuftria un altro per opporfia gliOtto- 
manni fopra il Danubio: Rifpondo, che 
dalla Sicilia e Regno di Napoli fi potrcb- 
bono mandar foccorfi cofi prcfti e potenti 
nelli paefi vicini di Croatia, Bofnia, Raf^ 
cia, Schiavonia, e Ongaria; ed i marem- 
mi di Grecia infeftare con tanto agio, medi- 
ante un' armata navale triattenuta a O- 
tranto, che una tale congiuntione de' ftati 
fopradetti farebbe mezzo baftajue a rouina- 
re r Imperio di Turchi ^ e ch' un tanto Re, 
ancorache non faceflc /correrie perpetue, 
come faceva Carlo quinto, non deve tuttavia 
fepelirfi in Ifpagna all' imitatione di Filippo 
fecondo. Ma deve ancora quefto prencipe, 
ben che faria, tanto potente, alienare da fe 
nel modo fopradetto quel Canchero di Fi- 
andra, e poner la fedia del Imperio fuo a 
Cartagena, per effer vicina a Tltalia, e a 
quelli ftati ch' al Imperio de Turchi fono 
oppofti. 

Hanno i Ponteficf Romani pretenfioni 
(bpra il Regno di Napoli ; ma mancano 
- ^^ . ' di 
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di forze militari per infignbrirfene. Nc 
e hoggi tanta la loro autorita, che, fe 
alcuno dc' pretendenti alia corona di Spag- 
na gli volefle ceder quel reame, baftafle a 
rcnderle cofii equivalence a tanto dono. 
• Di privati pretendenti alia corona di 
Spagna noh e niiTuno, che fia venuto alia 
conofcenza mia, fuor del Duca di Medina 
Cell) difcefo d'Alfonib diferedato : ma non 
e vef ifimile che nc lui, ne alcun Vice-R^ 
Spagnuolo pofia iniignorirfi della monar- 
chia di Spagna, o alcuna parte d' efla ; 
perche fono tanti prencipi potenti, quali 
a flotte e eflerciti commandano, per im- 
pedirli : e che de privati nifluno vuol ce- 
-dere tanto grado al altro. 

Per6 non e cofa che poffii dar piu facilta 
al prencipe che fuccedeffe a quella corona, 
ne che fia piu atta a liberare i popoli di 
Spagna dallo fpavento e i difordini orri- W<r^ 
bill, chaltrimente fono per av venire a la 
morte del Re prefente, quanto e, ch*ordi- 
naffe lui dello ftlcceflbre nella fua vita j 
principalmente fe faceffe fa via elettione. 
Perche per la fua authorita iarebbe deter- 
Q^ 3 minato 
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tBinato ii fuo popolo ; e 0H>lte cofe fi p6- 
tranno fare per pre venire difegni contra- 
rii ; maflimamente i cambii tanio nece^- 
jrii alle cofe di Spagna, i quaU faramio 
difEciliflimi ad efleguirfi da un prencipe 
Jiuovo nel governo, per le varie yifioni 
de' popoli> che confiderando piu t nomi 
xAic le cofe, mormoreranno contra tantc 
mucationi fatte d'uo foreftiero : In luc^o 
che cfleguiti qucfti cambii p«r il governo 
prefente di Spagim, il nuovo Re non 
trovera altra difficdta ch* il trasferirfi in 
quel reame. 

Ho parlato come hanno da goveraarA i 
Prencipi fopradetti per ottencre la corona 
di Spagna s delli avantaggii che portareb- 
lK)no a quella ; dell' oppo£tioni^ e mezzi 
per fuperarle, e deUa facilidL ck' il cambio 
d^alcuni i^ati darebbe loro per haver tempo 
a riordinare le co& di Spagna, a prqorarla 
fenza fofpetto alia monarchia univerfale. 
JRefta ch' io diicorri deUe modi che Wl 
de tenier il prencipe che fuccedeffe alia cor 
rona di Spagna per ottener aiegrandiffimi 
4ominiiy e ht fkrada a fuoi fucceflbri al 
2 Imperio 
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Imperio del monda £ prima non mi 
pare oece&rio allun^ quefto ragiona- 
menco, dimoflraiido che la Francia preva- 
kndoii del inganno del Duca di Berria, 
ancorache non aggiongeflc alii fuoiftati 
altri dQOiinii che la Spagna e \ America 
meridbilale. come e detto di fopra, po^ 
Q'ebbe facilmente con ^uella aggiunta in-r 
figpCMrirfi <kl moEido ; nientedim^io per li-» 
bertfmi di quel che ho promefTo, diro, che 
habbiamo viflo 11 Re Chriftianiflimo du-. 
rante i' ultima guerra^ far tefta a tanti 
prencipii che bafta provare che condecta 
aggiunta^ la quale porta ieco k miniere di 
Peru, faria troppo piu poceme che tutti 
gli alcf i predicipi dell' Eucc^. Laiciando 
ducique indiecro il ragionare di que^a 
parce^ cotxie cofa fovenchia^ parlero foku 
mente de vbxssvi che d«ve tenere qualufi-^ 
que altropretendente otcenefle la corona di 
Sp^na, per far ftrada a'fuoi fucce^bri al 
iQipmo univeriale. 

Lo ftabilire buoni ordini dentro un 

regno difordinato e co& difficik, per le 

ngio&i dette di ibpra, erichiedegraiidifii- 

0,4 ma 
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ma deftrezza ; maflimamente quando il 
prcncipe e foreftiero, e nuovo nello ftato 
che tleve riformare. Confiderato quefto, 
non poflb far meglio, che proporre ad ui^ 
tale reflempio del Re Catolico Fernando, 
del quale il fopracitato autorc nel fuo libro 
del prehcipc dice cofij * Coftui fi puo 

* chiamare quafi prencipe nuovo ; perche 

* d'un Re debole e diventato per fama, e 
^ per gloria il primo Re de i Ghriftiani. 

* Egli nel principio del fuo regno aifalto 

* la Granata, e quella imprefa fu il fon- 

* damento dello ftato fuo : In prinaa, ei 
« la fece otiofo, fenza fb/petto d'eflcr im- 
< pedito 5 tcnne occupati in qucHa li ani* 

'* mi de'Baroni di Caftiglia, liqualipen- 
^ fando a quefta guerra, non penfavano 
« ad innovare 5 e lui acquiftava in quefto 
« mezzo riputazionc c imperio fopra di 
^ loro; che non fe n'accorgevano, Pote 
^ nutrirc con danari della Chiefa ede po- 

* poli gli elTerciti j e fare un fondamenH^ 

* con quella guerra lunga alia militia fua, 
« la quale dipoi Tha honorato. Effempio 
incomparabile^ e molto acconunodato alia 

conditione 
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conditione d'un tal prencipe ; il quale vo-* 
lendo imitare quel favio Re dovra fare la 
fua prima imprefa contr' a i Mori di Bar- 
beria. Vero e, che le guerre in Africa jfono 
difficili; e le imprde de' Chrifliani in quel 
paefe hanno poco riufcito ; ma la cagione 
e ftata per haverle fatte leggicrc^feiEsa • 
forza baftante, & male ordinate. 

In quefta guerra contr' a infedeli non 
fara impedito da nifTuno ; non dara a 
qualunque Prencipe Chriftiano gelofia • 
La Chiefa, e tutta Italia daranno dahari: 
I fuoi popoli ne contribuiranno^ volontieri 
per tale imprefa, e non & pu6 fare coia 
piu utile, e commodaperlaSpagna; per- 
che, mediante la conquifla de regni di 
Fez e di Morocco, paefi tanto fruttiferi 
c vicini, verra il Domicilio di queft' im- 
perio adefler raddoppiatodalFakra banda 
del diftretto. Ma gli avantaggii che ne 
rifiilteranno mentre dura la guerra, faran- 
no molto piu confiderabili cheTacquiflo • 
perche, come dice il noftro autore, tenendo 
occupati li animi de' fuoi fudditi, pen&- 
ranno a quella guerra^ e non ad innovgre; 

acquiilar^ 
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acquiftari ripmacione, & iitiperib &pnii 
di bro^ cfae nod fqudoooi^erantto $ fadl 
fbodamento con ^dk guwra alia ntilim 
fiia; e quelio che di x)gni idnra cofa piii 
importa, la rl^Hxtatione di taaita imprd& 
]e daii autorita, 6 credico ht&wa^ a m« 
trodurre nuovi orditii ncUc cofediSpagnet 
c d' India. 

PxbCEDBNDo dunque a quefti^ e neoeHa- 
rio prima adopecare dcbiti veMak per ripo- 
polare la Spagna, e India^ averakndo 
qoelli papoli all' agricdtuni, allearti nao- 
canicb;, e al comercio. Per ripopolare 
la Spagna e India^ fi poBbqo adoperore 
mdci mezzi 5 ma i cofi gtande il inancia^^ 
mento de' popoti, che faranno tutti per fax- 
re efibtto dopo fecoli ; & non interviene 
toleraiiza per tucte le religbni. Noami 
fiigge Toppofitione che fara hxtSL dagli 
Ecdeiiailici, i quali per gli interefE loro 
partia>lari (alieni (kilo fpirito di pade, c 
dell' Evangelio) fono nemici mortali a tmti 
quelli chi non fi fbctopongono al arbicdo 
loro ; noa fi puo opporvi k ragion di fl^coi 
e la fomma neceflka. £ yeranxence h ^xh 

che 
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die mmf^ cbegli^agnwliiiiftig&nnati 
(oome fie (bao heggi i^olti d'eiTi) kfcii» 
i Franpefi qqeftQ furore famld ^iigoverno, 
iJi trav«g^i€^r6 e aiHiggere i popoU p4r c(ro& 
j$i religionftj § iiQO yokre iyddit^, chc 
jipQ £aqo 4' WKi oaedefima ofiniooe ia 
xnjfteru altiffimie di^iUflifni: $c tFraii^ 
cefi fono ftati tanco pii fcioccbi, the 
pern hanno potmo imparare, per T eipe- 
rienza degjii Spiigiiwli. Ma qu#i pigU- 
aado il pamto ii^Ua toleransa^ T India 
£ mmperebt^e da pc^li^ e la S$>agna dit- 
yeiptaria popojaoffima j il i:He ^ P unie^ 
£>fli(iaix3[ento baA^r^e a foppor^^re ;grand* 
Imperio ; e gli Ecclefiaftici ift^ffi hav* 
raQnDcaggiooe^jppormoa aconvertkt alia 
fede moka gente, della medefiroa maniera 
die fece 11 oo^ro R^entcnre. I^' aun^enco 
de' popoli tira dopo fe qi?elk> 4^1' agricpli- 
tura, deUe arte mqcanichi <kl (K>«n^riic3^ 
e navigatione : e per la cov^^mdiim de' 
foveftieri^ gli SpagnuoU comindei^amio po- 
CO a poco ad a&jefarfi al kvoro e ixiduftria ; 
la grand' inclinatione che ha bavuto fem^ 
pre quefta natiqqe aU' ^^# & ii»^ar4ia» 

eflendo 
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elTendo ftata una caufa principale della fua 
debolezza. Ma quefto rimcdio non baf- 
tandofolo, bifogncrebbe aggiungervi Icggi, 
e regole rigorofiffime come ad un male oA 
tinato: e per allcttare, e confervarfi i fo- 
reftieri, come per proteggere i nativi me- 
defimi, fara neceflario, rendere a tutti i 
fudditi, anche nelle provincie remotiffi- 
tne, giuftitia efatta, pronta e di poca 
fpefa ; punire le crudelta fatte nafcofamen- 
te in India con fupplicii orribili : e con 
r efempio del prencipe, a quefto efFetto po- 
tentiflimo, correggere queir orgpglio fan- 
taftico, taiifo inatto a qualfivoglia buon 
governo. 

L'aumento del comercio e navigati- 
one,accrefcerail numerode marinarii, e fara 
per renderli efperti, & efercitati ncUa mi- 
litia del mare,, la quale il prencifie imi- 
cando gli ordini de' gli Inglefi, Olandefi, 
e Francefi, deve in ogni modo promovere, 
« fame il fuo capitale; perche conquella, 
(come ragionando del fito di Spagna bog- 
gi detto) potrebbe con piu agio acquiftar 
e^ confervarfi llmperio del mondo, che nif- 
2 fun 
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fun altro prencipe. Quant' al riformare la 
militia di terra, alia qude la nationeSpag- 
nuola e tanto atta, che nel fecolo paf&to 
pareva che fufle diventata loro quafi pro- 
pria la militare gloria, fara neceffario 
riftorare la difciplina, imitare gli ordini 
antichi de Romani nelli fatti d arme, e 
guerra campalc, e quelli de' Francefi nelli 
affedli. Sono infinite altre cofe da dife 
intorno a quefla materia, ma mi bafta 
d'aver parlato delle piu neceflarie ; mafii- 
mamente ragionando a prencipi, chi han- 
no tanti vantaggii per riformare un go- 
verno, eflendo foli a farlo, e V eflempio 
loro tanto efficace. 

Se, gettati quefti fondamenti, io ha- 
vejfle a fare pronoftico di quello che fufle 
per avvenire, non dubitarei d'affirmare, 
che per dare a quel prencipe il mondo 
vinto, non bifognafle altro che I'aquifto 
del imperio del mare : c veramente faria 
fpropofito grandifliimo penfare ad accrefcere 
r imperio fuo piu oltre, prima che fare 
quel acquifto: perche in tal cafo, nelli 
paefi difcofti da Spagna, havra da far 
guerra con infinite difficolta, e confervarc 

Taquifto 
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raqui&o con maggiori. Dali' altra partd 
ie rattaccafle con i viciiu ia Enropa fco^ 
prirebbc di&uvcdutameme il difegnodella 
fnonarchia univerfkk, e fuibitef ebbe con* 
tra di fc graiidiffima invidia. Gli Fran^ 
cefi, Ingkfi, & Olandefi, quali fono po^ 
fenci fopra il mare, interi c»hperebbono la 
communicadone tra ta Spagna e gK altri 
dominii 5 diftruggerebbono le fue fiGiXQ ; 
ifflpedirebbono il fuo comercio, e giiafta« 
xiet:A>ono ogni cofa ch* alia fua grandestsa 
^bbe far foikkatiienta ' Per aqinftarfi )t 
imperk) del niare il prencipe noflro havril 
grandi vantaggii, eifendo padrone de rivi 
immenfiffimi, e de porti commodi e capaci 
da ogni banda, dal fettentrione ia fuora, 
dure fimo le forze maritime delle fofwa- 
dctte tre Vid^l&m. Pef fUpplire a quefto 
difefto^, & infieme adoperarfl eautaffiew^, 
Iwfognerebbe eollcgarjft g<mi una di quelle 
comr'' aBe due ^iltre 5 ottenenda dal cdlega- 
ta rfcetto^ ii> futti i feci porti j e di piu, 
fe fi pote^, uno £ quelli cuAodita da fet- 
dati Spagnuoli, per farri magaE^ino dfe 
pfOTifiofM navali. £ quefto partita da^ 
rebbe meno fo^petto cbie fe dal prineipio 

ritencfle 
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cora a prafX)ficQ^ per non dare di fe ibipQtta 

Yerimo, impiegare felameme una parte 

dcUe fue; ^rze da ^ella banda, e con V 

altra ndl' ifteiib tempo efterminare ic 

flotte^ Q Colonic de nemici neUe Indie, 

A£ricaL e mare Medit;errancieo3 dove £ir^ 

U piu forte; portando fempre grajidiflimo 

rifpetto alii intereili del coilegaco, iniisa 

dhtetfefKiciase le due altre nattoni dal mare, 

ndn vi refti ch' una ibla a combattere. 

\j[i (jaeAo ac^fto dd imperio del mare, il 

proMiape ba da fare il oaaggior fForzo che 

k ik pd&bile, e porre quafi tucta la fua 

gkda in quella imprefa, percbe in effa 

confide tutta la difficplta { e vinta che 

&ra, la&ia a iuoi fuceefifori incatenato il 

moodO) noni biifognando akro per imporre 

il cokoo all' Opra> ch' il tempo, e la con* 

^Bjuatione dc fo^tdetti buoni ordini. 

Pereha acq^iftato U dominia del mare, il 

]!maneni» deUe Colonie degli Europe! in 

America, Affka, ^d India Orientale, 

perviene fenza^ concrafta neUe . fue mani 

La Francia che dopo quefto deve efler af- 

. falica^ indebolica per la fcacciata delli 

Calvinifti | 



Digitized by 



Google 



340 Difcorfo delle 

Calvinifti ; mancando il Re prefcnte, e k 
buona difpofitlone chc haveva meflb nelle 
cofe fue; non effendcf in quel regno ne 
cavalli, ne huomini, eccetto i nobili, atti 
alia guerra per la miferia grande de popo- 
li, non potrsL refiflere : gli Inglefi, & O- 
landefi, tolto loro il mare, diventeranno 
poveri, e di poca importanza. L'ltalia e 
cfFeminata, e fnervata dagli Ecclefiaftici, e 
la propria lufTuria. UAlamagna che Tola 
reftera d* alcun conto, puo far qualchc 
refiftenza, pero non lunga ne gagliarda a 
tanta forza. Ulmperio de Turchi diven- 
taco corrottiflimo eflendoafialito per mare 
e per tetra, farjl facilmente diftrutto : 
quello del Perfano, Mofcovita, Mogol, de* 
Tartari, della Cina, e Giappone, come 
van! nomi fpariranno avanti una tanta 
potenza : e non ferviranno ad altro, ch' 
inalzare trofei, fpeziofi per la diverfita 
flrana e la richezza delle armi, e habiti 
di quelle debole nationi ^ in tuttili quali^ 
rifplendera fopra tutti li alcri nomi, quello 
del riftoratore del Imperio. 
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S P E E C H 

U PON THE 

State of the Nation; 

In April 170 1. 

Gentlemen, 

It feems at firft view hard to deter* 
mine, whether you would be more 
obliged to one who fhould perfuade 
you of the miferable and irretrievable con- 
dition, into which you are precipitating 
yourfelvesi and the reft of Europe 5 or to 
him, who after you are convinced, ihould 
fliew you how to efcape. But as it is a 
much more difficult work to convince you 
of the true ftatc of your affairs; fo it feems 
R to 
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to have this advantage, that when you 
tcnow your danger, the frightful and ter- 
rible circumftancesof your prefent condi- 
tion will certainly make you improve every 
opportunity, and lay hold upon every thing 
that may in the leafl contribute to fave 
you : and this will be the more eafy for 
you to do, fince fuch nacans are now in 
your power, as could hardly be expedted 
on the like occafion; and which, if you 
ncgled:, you have refolved your own ruin. 
You were formerly convinced, that the 
French King was a dangerous neighbour^ 
powerful and vigilant; that there was no 
end of his defigns, no relying on his trea- 
liesj that he couM corrupt not only thofe 
who under your princes had the manage- 
ment of publick affairs, but even your 
princes themfelves. The leaft increaie of 
his power at fea, every inconfiderable fort 
taken by him in Flanders, alarmed you 
in the highefl degree. You were jealous 
of his iibcret treaties with your princes, 
and fb induftrious, that you difcovercd one, 
in which the a;bolltion of parliaments, and 

fuppreffion 
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iuppreflion of your liberties were exprefly 
ilipulated j provided England would remain 
his ally, and not oppofethedefignshe had 
formed againft the houfe of Auftria,and the 
reft of Europe. You were then alarmed 
that no care was taken of the proteftant re- 
ligion abroad, and began from thence, and 
the debaucheries of your princes, tofuiped 
• them of inclining to a religion that allows 
men to live ill, and confccratcs the arbitrary 
power of kings. But now, as if there 
were not the leaft ground to fufpaS any of 
thefe things, you are very eafy : you concur 
with the defigns of France and the court 
m every thing. France is too powerful to 
be oppo&d } you arc too poor, and too much 
in debt to make war. Yet France has feized 
the whole Spanifli monarchy; and, iffuf- 
fered to enjoy it quietly, he who forrnerly 
was able to oppofe, may hereafter trample 
oh the reft of mankind. 'Tis no longer 
Conde, Linck, and the fluices of Newport 
he pretends: his troops fiUBruflels, Ant- 
werp, and the Spanifli Gclderiand. Oftend 
and Newport are by our good conduit ad- 
R a ded 
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ded to Dunkirk, in order to receive his 
royal fleets, and harbour his pirates, who 
are to enrich themfelves with the ruin of 
our trade. In this flate of things you are 
for preferving the peace of Europe ; which 
would be yet much better fccured by your 
flavery. When King Charles the fecond 
went to Dover, and the French King came 
to Calais, gallantry anddiverfionfeemedto 
be the only bufinefs of the two courts, 
'Twas not then and in thofe places publickly 
known that there was a fecret treaty, yet 
you not only fufpeded one, but the delign 
and intention of it alfo ; ahd your fufpici- 
ons were found to be well grounded. Now 
though two great armies have been wit- 
nefles that the Marefchal de Bouflers and 
Earl of Portland were for fcveral days im- 
ployed in making. a treaty (andfure 'twas 
a fecret one, fince none of you yet know 
what it was) you have not to this day taken 
the leafl: notice of it. But can any man 
fufpedt the minifter of a prince, who is faid 
to have rejefted a crown, and that of no 
contemptible country, by refufingtojoin 

in 
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in that very, treaty of Dover? Can he, that 
in a private condition rcfifted the arts of 
France, be fuppofed, now he- is mafter of 
three kingdoms, and of a powerful ftate, 
to rifk them all at once, and yield to thofe 
arts he before defpifed? To this, whatever 
other anfwer I could give, I fhall only fay 
at prefent that we have always but too juft 
ground to fufpedlall fecret and clofe nego- 
tiations with France. But it feems you 
thought it not worth your inquiry,^ whe- 
ther thefe negotiations. were for your ad- 
vantage or ruin. You will fay, what 
ground was there of fufpicion ? for no- 
thing appeared. I fay, that of all others 
was the greateft. But who was it, that 
firft as commiffionated, and after as em- 
baflador,^ was employed to treat ? Was he 
an Englifhman ? And how were the ple- 
nipotentiaries of this nation ufed at the 
formal treaty ? Were they not as pageants 
brought in to attend the fhow ? Or as fo 
many cyphers, that without thfe Dutch- 
men, who made the figure, could fignify 
^ nothing ? Yet this advantage we had, that 
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the King having not been owned till the 
conclufion of the treaty, the abandoning 
of the proteftant religion at Refwick €an- 
not with any colour of juftice be imputed 
to Engliflx minifters, but only to the ple- 
nipotentiaries of Holland : and you could 
not by any means conceive or entertain the 
leaft fuipicion of indlrecft dealing in the pri- 
vate treaty, when you faw yourfelves and 
your religion fo fairly dealt with in that 
which was publick. Yet methinks, the 
abandoning of our antient allies, and en- 
tring into the clofeft and moft intire cor- 
refpondence with France that has ever 
been feen between the two courts, ought 
to have moved you a little, and made you 
doubtful that a bargain was ftruck, unlefs 
you can think France uncapable of entring 
into any that may be to your difadvan-^ 
tage. Here indeed I know not what to 
fay for you; and the beft account I can 
give of your carelefs indifference, muft be 
to fet before you your prefent condition; 
ivhich yet I fear will both offend and ter- 
Tify you J I wifh it may not throw you 
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into defpair. But fuch diftempers are only 
to be cured by violent remedies : and I had 
rather venture your difpleafure in doing 
my duty, than obtain thefriendfhip of your 
enemies by omitting it. 'Tis then thus. 
The Engliih nation have now nothing re- 
maining but the outward appearance and 
carcafe^ as I may call it, of their antient 
conftitution. The Spirit and foul is fled, 
Jealoufy for publick liberty is vanifhed. 
The court has fo often renewed the fame 
arts, methods and counfels, and £0 often 
made trial of the feveral parties in the 
kingdom, as well as of the alliance of 
France, in order to compafs their ends^ 
that the nation begins to grow weary of 
oppoling the famq things, and very wifely 
thinks there can be no danger of fuch at- 
tempts as have fo often failed, Befides, 
you are grown weary of that old and an- 
tiquated care and concernment for the pub- 
lick : or at leaft have given it a Hew and 
better turn. Some df you improving your 
morals, which are fo necel&ry for the pre- 
fer vation of liberty, in conftant gaming, as 
R 4 others 
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others do their politicks and fkill in mili- 
tary matters by laying wagers. And even 
ftock-jobbing makes you deeply concerned 
for the publick affairs. Long feflions of 
parliament furnifli great opportunities of 
knowing the interefts of the feveral par- 
ties ; by which you muft needs know that 
of the nation, fince the nation is made up 
of parties. And the court by frequent 
fhifting from one party to another, has 
forced you to double your attendance 
upon them. So that as well thofe who 
are at this time to go oflF the guard, as 
thofe who are coming on, being equally 
willing, the one to continue, and the other 
to enter upon duty, the court craftily keeps 
both parties under arms, whilft the coun- 
try has nothing to truft to, but a weak, 
unpaid and diforderly militia party. And 
now I think I have fufficiently fhewn the 
caufes of your prefent indifference; lince 
having fo muchbulinefs at home, you can 
hardly attend to what is doing abroad. 
Yet one would think that a certain affair 
tranfaifted abroad, in which your mini- 
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fters are faid to have had no fmall part, 
and which has made fo great a noife 
in the world, might deferve a little con- 
fideration, and oblige you to make fome 
refledtion upon the motives of that un- 
dertaking. Efpecially fince it is of fo ex- 
traordinary a nature, as to be the firft of 
the kind, and like to prove of fuch con- 
fequence, as may involve the world in 
troubles and calamities, which perhaps 
may be of equal duration with its frame. 
And though, as a prodigious comet, it.has 
alarmed the reft of the world, you did 
not fee it 'till of late, and 'tis already va- 
nifhed by the (hutting of your eyes. As 
to what it may portend, you think it as 
foolifti to enquire, as wife men do to attend 
the dreams of aftrologers. In this I wifti 
I could defend you; but that being utterly 
impoffible, there remains nothing to be 
done, except only charitably to undeceive 
you, and fhew, if you had time to fparc 
from your great application to maintain the 
intereftsof your feveral parties, what confe- 
quences you muft neceflarily draw from 
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things you all know and acknowledge. By 
this time you fee 'tis the partition-treaty 
I mean. I fay then that from the firft ap- 
pearance of that treaty, it was not only 
evident, but foretold by thoufandseven of 
the moft ordinary capacity, that it would 
unavoidably throw the whole Spanifli mo- 
narchy into the houfe of Bourbon. If fome 
men of more penetration did happen fa 
far to refine, as to put any other conftruc- 
tion upon the treatjr, it only proceeded 
from a charitable opinion ihey had taken 
up, that the defign could not be fo black, 
as it has fince appeared by the condud:of 
moft of the partitioners, ever fince the 
death of the King of Spain : which has 
demonftrated to the world with what in- 
tention it was made. The letter of this 
treaty tells us of prefer ving the peace of 
Europe by difmembring the Spanifh mo- 
narchy ; but the fpirit throws it intire into 
the family of Bourbon, intails an endlefs 
war upon Chriftendom, breaks the balance, 
which has preferved its liberty for two hun- 
dred years, and will confequently baniih 
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all remains of freedom both civil and re- 
ligious from among men. This treaty 
like an darum-bell rung over all Europe : 
Pray God it may not prove to you a paffing- 
bell. Poor helplefs Spain, rather than di- 
vide the child, chofe to give it intire to 
the harlot, to v^hom it did not belong. 
And flie has got it ; for the Solomon virho 
commanded to divide the child, did it not 
in order to do juftice. Inftead of the prc- 
fervation of the peace of Europe (for no 
great mifchief was ever defigned, but piety 
was ftill pretended) Europe muftfrom this 
time be either in a pofture of war, and fo 
confumed by taxes; or in adhjal war, 
wafted by bloodfhed and rapine, 'till ihe 
be forced to hold out her hands to the fhac- 
kles, and fubmit to a worfe condition. 
Thefe are the glorious works of fuc|i go- 
vernours as the world thinks they cannot 
be without,- perhaps too truly: I mean 
thofe who are to execute God*s judgments 
upon them. 'Tis evident a treaty was made, 
which if it had taken effed: even in the 
plain meaning of the words, had broken 
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the balance of Europe, and deftroyed your 
trade in the Mediterranean, under the 
plaufible pretence of avoiding a greater e- 
vil, into which it was contrived to throw 
you. Yet after all, you are pofitively re- 
folved to rely upon the faith of thofe who 
contrived and concerted this, and obftinate- > 
ly bent to continue in peace, when the reft 
of Europe are to make the laft pufli for 
their liberty. As thofe who arc marked 
out for ruin are firft bereft of under- 
ftanding j fo you who fee nothing but (ham 
upon (ham played upon you, feem to be 
altogether uncapable of making the leaft 
reflection to what end they are defigned. 

You plainly fee that thofe who have 
the diredion of your affairs, have broken 
the balance of Europe, and delivered a 
great part of the world into the hands of 
France. Yet to this hour it cannot enter 
into your heads that this was done for any 
end, nor can you allow it the leaft reflec- 
tion. 'Tis true, wife men love not to 
determine fuddeniy : You take yet a furer 
way not to miftake in your determination, 
2 which 
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xvhich is, not to think. 'Tis commonly 
faid, that in this world nothing is to be 
had for nothing : but you make no doubt, 
that almoft one half of the world may be 
given for nothing. The proverb I own 
is meant of money, and of private perfons 2 
but you are of opinion, that princes may 
be more difinterefted, and lefs wife ; or at 
leaft, that 'tis not much your bufinefs to 
enquire whether it be fo or not. Befides, 
there is nothing to diredl you in an enqui- 
ry touching this whole affair, there being 
no manner of refemblance between this 
treaty and that of Dover. For though the 
French King was a party concerned in 
both; yet he is now grown old, and 
would willingly, if you permit, pafs the 
reft of his days in peace, and only apply 
himfelf to redrefs the diforders, and re- 
ftore the vigour of the Spanifh monarchy. 
The condition of the Dutch is much al- 
tered fince the Dover treaty 5 for then they 
were partitioned, but now they are rifen 
to the quality of partitioners. And we 
are in abfolute fccurity that nothing can 
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be ftipulated to our prejudice, fince he 
who then glorioufly refufing a croWn, 
broke the meafures of King Charles and 
of France, now treats for us, and remains 
ftill as generoufly difinterefted as ever, no 
advantage appearing to accrue by the trea- 
ty either to him or his. So that the Do- 
ver treaty afibrding no light at all in this 
affair, it flill remains an impenetrable 
myftery, why France is allowed fo many 
rich provinces in pc^ffion, and fo nuny 
in reverfion. For if the duke of Anjou 
be any more than a viceroy, 'ds in the 
power of his grandfather to make him 
lefs, and diipofe of him and his dominions 
at his pkafure. But I have found the fe- 
cret. You will fay, pray what is it ? 
What you might have found out as well as 
I, if you had any goodnefs in you. 'Twas 
jhe pious defign of preferving the peaco 
of Europe, on which you fee the wholp 
treaty is founded. You will anfwer; All 
the world knows this as well as you. 'Ay; 
but you don't fufficicntly refle(9: upon the 
eminent degree of that piety, ip clearly 
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d^monftrated in a pcrfed refignation of 
all that the world calls honour and fecu* 
rity, in order to continue the peace and 
xjuiet of the poor people of Europe. This 
was the thing that made us firft facrifice 
the balance of Chriftendom, together with 
a confiderablc part of our trade. After 
which, when, by the perfidioufnefs of bur 
new allies, this treaty, that had coft us 
fuch a facrifice to obtain, was impudent- 
ly broken to the ruin of the balance, and 
puttmg ourfelves and antient allies into 
the moft imminent dangers, we took fo 
high an affront, ib irreparable an in- 
jury with fuch an abfolute refignadon, 
and exemplary padence, as neither by 
word or deed to ftiew the leaft mark of 
refentment. But like true Chriftians, that 
we might do good to thofe who ufed us 
defpiteifully, and by ways of meeknefs and 
condefcenfioh, bring them back to a fenfe 
of what they owe to us, we delayed the 
cjdling of the great council of the nation, 
till they had fent the new King to his 
kingdomi and put themlelves into a pof- 
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ture of feizing Milan and Flanders, which 
they have fince effefted. And now we 
arc fo moderate, to afk only a moft incon- 
fiderable or rather ridiculous fecurity ; per- 
haps becaufe the French King is now be- 
come more folvent* Truly, if we defign 
not to enter into a war, we need not be 
nice upon any fecurity; for all iecurities 
are alike, if France be permitted toincreafe 
in power. As to the fecurity of a fleet, 
I fay, that a people, who are refolved to 
have peace with their neighbours, at a 
time when 'tis highly the intereft of their 
neighbours to keep peace with them, ftand 
not in need of a fleet, unlefs it be to make 
a war of taxes upon themfelves. And if 
the enemy contrary to his prefent intereft, 
fhould unite his whole fea-forcc to attack 
us, fuch a fleet as we are now fetting ou^ 
is cxadUy calculated to receive damage and 
affront. But peace, cautionary towns, and 
moderate fleets will fecurc our trade, till 
we have freed ourfelves from debt, and 
are grown fo rich, that we can make war 
when we'pleafe. That is, after our ene- 
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mi0s 0iaU have di£tbled all thoiib that WiS 
xuay aow have far our allies, and he at 
leifure to deal with us alone. The hon 
^OMx indeed will be gres^t to be fingle in 
the attack, againft a power that has baf^ 
fled the reft of the world: but I fear the 
danger will be no lefs ; for they always go 
hand i^i hand. Youll afk perhaps, what 
one would have the nation do ? Both 
^loufes have damned the treaty; and fome 
confiderable men may po£ibly be punifhed 
fijr it. I know there is yet more done ; 
for by excufing the late chancellor, the 
blame is thrown upon the King 5 fince in 
all free governments, fomebody muft be 
anfwerable for whatever is done with re- 
lation to the publick. But hitherto no- 
thing has been fo much as thought of to 
retrieve us from that ruin, into which the 
treaty throws us. This is that, which one 
might juftly expedl from the nation; and 
not that they fhould content themfelves 
with r^ing at the treaty, 'whilft they arc 
allowing and concurring in the execution 
of the real and pernicious defign of ir. 
S Some 
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Some will fay : let the Emperor and the 
Dutch be principals in this war ; we who 
formerly were at the greateft expence in 
oppofing France, will now be accefTaries, 
and come in when we think fit. It would 
feem by this reafoning, that the power of 
France is diminiflied, and that you can 
overtake the growth of it when you pleafe. 
Who told you that the Dutch, if they 
find themfelves abandoned by you now, 
will not for the fake of their trade refolve 
to have peace at any rate ? If the Empe- 
ror be abandoned by both, is not the bu- 
fincfs at an end? Whatbufinefsf? All op- 
pofition, by which the French may be 
hindered from bringing the affairs of Spain 
into order, and uniting thofc vaft domi- 
nions to their empire. And this naturally 
leads me again to confider what return 
may be expcdtcd for the contrivance and 
execution of a treaty fo infinitely advanta- 
geous to France. For whatever I have 
faid before of a certain pious defign j I fear 
I fhall hardly perfuade this wicked age of 
iL And though the' Heathens thought 
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Virtue a fufficient reward for itfclf ; yet 
the chriftian religion with more truth and 
folidity has accompanied it with other ad- 
vantages. If then the dominions accruing 
to France by this treaty, may juftly be ac- 
counted the greateft that ever w«re procur- 
ed for any nation, the returns ought cer- 
tainly to be die greateft that can be made j 
or fuch as the benefador puts the higheft: 
value upon. You'll fay, 'tis hard to judge 
of them ; and that if I would infinuate any 
thing by the mention I made of the Dover 
treaty, the infinuation is ridiculous in a 
weakly man, without any probability of 
iffue. I anfwer, if there fliould be fuch a 
tendency, I hope you do not take it for a 
virtuous inclination,andconfequentlyought 
to judge of it by the temper of the perfon, 
and- the unreafonablenefs of every vicious 
diforder of the mind. No well-natured, 
generous, unthinking people, can ever pe- 
netrate the thoughts of a defigning man. 
Does not an old mifer, even though he 
.want iffue, increafe in covetoufiiefs to the 
laft hour. of his life? Is ambition a left 
S 2 pajSion 
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paffion than avarice? Is not the conquett 
of free men more noble than thatof flavcs? 
Did ever any hero refufe to die in a grekt 
battle in which kingdoms and powerful 
ftates were to fall with him, and fervc for 
trophies to his hearfe ? But I will (hew you 
the thing in another view, which perhaps 
will fuit better with your temper and dif- 
pofition. You all fay, every prince would 
be abfblute ; and this inclination you think 
fo agreeable to the nature of man, that no 
one can be without it. And indeed it 
would be ftrange you (hould truft them 
with fo much power, under the greareft 
temptations of employing it that way, if 
you thought it a great crime to do fo. Bc- 
fides, 'tis not their intereft to ufe arbitrary 
power cruelly. And you do not know 
what condition a prince, who in order 
to good defigns (hould obtain it, might at 
his death leave you : perhaps in greater li- 
berty than you ever enjoyed. If then pur- 
fuant to thefe or the like thoughts his 
M-— (hould have judged that tlie mo- 
narchy of Spain will prove a burden to 
2 the 
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the French, and rather weaken than 
ftrengthen them \ by exhaufting their trea- 
sures and men in defending and repeopling 
thofe countries : If he (hould have conli- 
dered, that nothing can fo efiedually op- 
pofe the great and growing power of France, 
as the united and neighbouring force pf 
England and Holland ^ countries abound- 
ing in people, riches, and floreoffhip- 
ing ; provided that force were upon a right 
foot, as well in refpedl to fecrecy, as the 
Ainaoimity of couniel and command, flow- 
ing from an unjarring diredion, not fub- 
Je<3: to the ftorms of a H— — of C— p- 
or the capf icio'« of a ixt^ people, little conr 
verfan t in foreign affairs ; (which you wiU 
allow to be a very natural thought in a 
prince.) I iay , if upon thefe confiderations^ 
the K— — feeing the confederacy falling 
10 pieces, and open force inefiedlual, pro^- 
po&d to bimfelf, in order to obtain an ad- 
vantageous peace, and lay a fure founda- 
tion for the deftnidion of Fjrance, to blind 
chem with the ruinous fantom of Spain, 
and promife to enter into any meafures 
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they fliould propofc, in order to deliver It 
to them, in cafe they would affift him to 
eftablifti himfelf both here and in Holland. 
Was this defign fo criminal ? Or could 
France do lefs for fuch a benefador ? I 
am afraid, I have put fuch a mafk of in- 
nocence on this affair, that you will begin 
to like it. And in an age, when divifions 
and exchanges of countries are fo frequent- 
ly mentioned, who knows, whether the 
agreement may not be, to unite the whole 
feventeen provinces to the crown of Eng- 
land, and in lieu of them to give the 
kingdom of Portugal to Spain, which is a 
country as much more convenient for Spain 
than Flanders, as acceffion of ftrength is 
more advantageous than ruin. What a 
glorious government would the three king- 
doms and the feventeen provinces be? 
Might they not, when united under one 
wife and abfolute prince (for people of fuch 
different tempers, and fo emulous of each 
other in trade, feem neceflarily to require 
it) bid defiance not only to France, but 
to the World? Might they not for ever 
2 eftablifh 
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cftablifh in themfelves the empire of the 
fea, with an entire monopoly of trade j 
cfpccially if it fhould plcafe him to crown 
all his other adions, by leaving them 
pofleffed of fuch immunities as might fe- 
cure the continuation of their trade for 
cyer ? Is there, after all, fuch a probable 
way of refitting the power of France? Or 
is it not the only way of faving both us 
and our religion, which is our main con- 
cern ? you being men of underftanding, 
I refolve to leave it thus with you, though 
you fliould think me a courtier. For ac- 
cording to the judgment you (hall make 
of what I have faid, it will appear, whe- 
ther it be poflible to fave you or not, 
and confequently whether it be to any pur- 
pofe to give you or myfelf any farther 
trouble. 

Herodot. Urania. 
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Advertifement 

So M E of the following Speeches 
are not placed in the order they were 
fpoken, but in fuch an order as the mat- 
ters they contain feem to require. , 
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My Lord Chancel/or, 

1A M not furprized to find an ad for 
a fupply brought into this houfc at 
the beginning of a feflion. I know 
cuftom has for a long time made it com- 
mon. But I think experience might teach 
us, that fuch afts fliould be the laft of 
every feffion ; or lie upon the'table, 'till 
all other great afl&irs of the nation be fi- 
nifhed, and then only granted. 'Tis a 
ftrange propofition which is ufually made 
in this houfe ; that if we will give money 
to the crown, then the crown will give 
us good laws: as if we were to buy good 
laws of the crown, and pay money to our 
princes, that they may do their duty, and 
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comply with their coronation oath. And 
yet this is not the worft y for we have 
often had prixnifes of good laws, and 
when we have given the fums demanded, 
thofe promifes have been broken, and the 
nation left to feek a remedy j which is not 
to be found, unleft we obtain the laws 
we want, before we give a fupply. And 
if this be a fufficient reafon at all times 
to poftpone a money-aft, can we be bkmed 
for doii^ ib at this time, when the duty 
^e owe to our country, indifpenfeHy ob- 
liges us to provide for the common faiety 
in cafe of an event, altogether out of our 
{)ower, and which muf): neoeflarily xlii^ 
:^l7e the govenimient, unlefs we contimie 
and fccure it by new laws 5 I mean the 
Aath of her Majeftyv which God in h& 
mercy long avert? I move therefore, that 
i^e houfe would take into confideracion 
what aifts are neceflary to fccure our reli- 
gion, liberty, and trade, in cafe of the 
laid event, before any adt of fopply, or 
cfther bufinefs whatever be brought into 
ddiberation. 
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A& concerning offices, &^c. brought 
in by the fame memben 

THE ejiates of Parliament taking 
into their confideration^ that to the 
great lofs and detriment of this nation ^ great 
fums of money are yearly carried out of ity 
by tbofe who wait and depend at courts for 
places and preferments in this kingdom : mnd 
that by Scots ^ men y employing Englijh in-- 
terefi at courts in order to obtain their fe-* 
veral pretenfionsy this nation is in hazard 
of being brought to depend upn Englijh mi-- 
nifiers: And likewife conjidering^ that by 
reafon our princes do no more rejtde amongjl 
uSy they cannot be rightly informed of the 
merit of perfons pretending to places ^ offices^ 
and penfms j therefore our Sovereign Lady^ 
with advice and confent of the ejiates of 
parliament y Jiatutes and ordains^ that after 
the deceafe of her Majejiy (whom God long 
prejerve) and heirs of her body failing, 
all places and offices ^ both civil and mili- 
tary. 
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taryy and all penfions^ formerly conferred by 
our Kings, Jhall ever after be given by par^ 
liamenty by way of ballot. 



IL 

My Lord Chancellor y 

WHEN our Kings fucceedcd to the 
crown of England, the minifters 
of that nation took a fliort way to ruin us, 
by concurring with their inclinations to ex- 
tend the prerogative in Scotland 3 and the 
great places and penfions conferred upon 
Scots-men by that court, made them to 
be willing inftrupients in the work. From 
that time this nation began to give away 
their privileges one after the other, though 
they then flood more in need of having 
them enlarged. And as the coUedions of 
pur laws, before the union of the crownst 
are full of adts to fecure our liberty, thofe 
laws that have been made iince that time 
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arc direfted chiefly to extend the preroga- 
tive. And that we might not know what 
rights and liberties were ftill purs, nor be 
excited by th6 memory of what our an- 
ceftors enjoyed, to recover thofe we had 
loft, in the two laft editions of our adts 
of parliament the moft confiderable laws 
for the liberty of the fubjed: are induf- 
trioufly and defignedly left out. AH our 
affairs fince the union pf the crowns 
have been managed by the advice of Eng- 
lifh minifters, and the principal oflices of 
the kingdom filled with fuch men, as the 
court of England knew would be fubfer* 
vient to their defigns: by which means 
they have had fo vifible an influence upon 
our whole adminiftration, that we have 
from that time appeared to the reft of the 
world more like a conquered province 
than a free, independent people. The ac- 
count is very fliort: whilft our princes 
are not abfolute in England, they muft 
be influenced by that nation 5 our mini- 
fters muft follow the diredions of the 
prince, or lofe their places, and our places 
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and ponicm^wili be difl[ribut€d according 
to the inclinations of a king of England, 
£) Icmg as a king of England has the dif« 
pofel of them : neither (hall any man ol> 
lain the leaft advancement, wjio refufes 
te vote in council and parliament under 
that influence. So that there is no way 
to free this country from a ruinous de- 
pendence upon the EngUfh court, unleft 
by [facing the power of conferring offices 
and penfions in the parliiiinent, fo long as 
we ftiall have the fame king with Eng* 
land. The anti^t Kings of Scotland, 
and even thofe of France, had not the 
power of conferrmg the chief ofHces of 
ftate, though each of them had cMily one 
kingdom to govern, and that the diffi- 
culty we labour under, of two kingdoms 
which have different interefts governed fey 
the fame king, did not occur. Beiides, 
we all know that the difpdal of our places 
and penfions is fo. confiderable a thing to 
a king of England, that fcveral of our 
princes, fincc the union of the crowns, 
have wiflied to be freje from the trouble qf 
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deciding between the many pretenders. 
That which would have given them eafe. 
will give us liberty, and make us fignifi- 
cant to the common intereft of both na- 
tions. Without this, 'tis impoffible to 
free us from a dependence on the Englifh 
court: all other remedies and conditions 
of government will prove incfieaual, as 
plainly appears from the nature of the 
thing ; for who is not fenfible of the in- 
fluence of places and penfions upon all 
men and all affairs ? If our minifters con- 
tinue to be appointed by the Engliih court, 
and this nation may not be permitted to 
difpofe of the offices and places of this 
kingdom to balance the Englifh bribery 
they will corrupt evf ry thing to that de- 
gree, that if any of our laws fland in their 
way, they will get them repealed. Let 
no man fay, that it cannot be proved that 
the Englifh court has ever beflowed any 
bribe in this country. For they beflow 
all offices and penfions j they bribe us, and 
are maflers of us at our own cofl. 'Tis 
nothing but an Englifh interefl in this 
T houfe, 
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houie, that thofe who wifli well to our 
country, have to ftruggle with at this 
time. We may, if we pleafe, dream of 
other reinedies,' but folong as Scots-men 
muft go to the Engliih court to obtain 
offices of truft or profit in this kingdom* 
thofe ofiices will always be managed with 
r^ard to the court and intereft of Eng- 
land, though to the betraying of the in- 
tereft of this nauon, whenever it comes 
in competition with that of England. 
And what le& tan be expected, unleis wc 
rcfblve to expeft miracles, and that greedy, 
ambitious, and for the moil: part necefii- 
tous men, involved in great debts, buN 
dened with great families, and having 
great tides to fupport, will lay down their 
places, rather than comply with an Eng- 
lifh intereft in obedience to the prince's 
commands ? Now to find Scots-men op^ 
pofing this, and willing that Englifh mi« 
nifters (for this is the cafe) (hould have 
the difpoial of places and penfions in Scot- 
land, rather than their own parliament^ 
is matter of great aftoniibment ; but that 
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It (hould be io much as a queftion in the 
parliament, is ahpgcther incomprchenfi- 
blc: and if an indiflferent perfon were to 
judge, he would certamly fay we were an 
£ngli(h parliament. Every man knows 
that princes give places and penfions by the 
influence of thofe who advife them. So 
that the queftion comes to no more than, 
whether this nation would be in a better 
condition, if in conferring our places and 
penfions the prince fhould be determined 
by the parliament of Scotland, or by the 
minifters of a court, that make it their in- 
tereft to keep us low and miferable. We 
all know that this is the cauie of our po- 
verty, mifery and dependence. But we 
have been for a long time fo poor, fb mi- 
ferable and depending, that we have nei- 
ther heart nor courage, though we wane 
not the means, to free ourielves. 
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IIL 

My Lord Chancellor ^ 

PREJUDICE and opinion govern 
the world to the great diftrefs and ruin 
of mankind ; and though we daily find men 
{q rational as to charm by the difinterefted 
rectitude of their fentiments in all other 
things, yet when we touch upon any wrong 
opinion with which they have been early 
prepoflefled, we find them more irrational 
than any thing *in nature j and not only 
not to be convinced, but obftinately re- 
folved not to hear any reafon againft it. 
Thefe prejudices are yet ftronger when they 
are taken up by great numbers of men, 
who confirm each other through the courfe 
of feveral generations, and feem to have 
their blood tainted, or, to fpeak more pro- 
perly, their animal fpirits influenced by 
them. Of thefe delufions, one of the 
ftrongeft and moft pernicious, has been a 
violent inclination in many men to extend 
2 . the 
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the prerogative of the prince to an abfo- 
lute and unlimited power. And though 
in limited monarchies all good men profefs 
and declare themfelves enemies to all ty- 
rannical pradices, yet many, even of theie, 
are found ready to oppofe fuch neceflary 
limitations as might fecure them from 
the tyrannical exercife of power in a 
prince, not only fubje<Sb to all -the infir- 
mities of other men, but by the temp- 
tations arifing from his power, to far 
greater. This humour has greatly in- 
creas'd in our nation, fince the union of 
the crowns; and the flavifli fubmiffions, 
which have been made neceflary to pro* 
cure the favours of the court, have che- 
riflied and fomented a flavifli principle. 
But I mufl: take leave to put the repre- 
fentatives of this nation in mind, that no 
fuch principles were in this kingdom be- 
fore the union of the crowns; and that 
no monarchy in Eur9pe was more limit-^ 
ed, nor any people more jealous of liberty 
than the Scots. Thefe principles were firfl: 
introduced among us after the union of 
T 3 the 
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the crowns, and the prerogative extended 
to the overthrow of our antient conftitu- 
tion, chiefly by the prclatical party; 
though the peevifli, imprudent, and <ks 
teftable condudt of the prefbyterians, who 
oppofed thefe principles only in others, 
drove many into them, gave them greater 
force, and rooted them more deeply in 
this natiofl. Should we not be aihamed 
to embrace opinions contrary to reafon, 
and contrary to the fentiments of our an- 
ceftors, merely upon account of the un- 
charitable and infupportable humour and 
ridiculbqs condud: of bigots of any fort ? 
If then no fiich principles were in this na- 
tion, and the conftitution of our govern- 
ment had greatly limited the prince's 
power before the union of the crowns ; 
dare any man fay he is a Scots-man, and 
reflife his confent to reduce the govern- 
ment of this nation, after the expiration 
of the intail, within the fame limits as be-^ 
fore that union ? And if fince the union 
of the crowns, every one fees that we ftand 
in need of more limitations} will any man 
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a€fe in fi> direA an oppoiidon to his own 
reaibn> and the undcnibted jntereft of his 
country, as not to concur in limiting the 
government yet more than before the 
union, particularly by the addition of this 
fb nece^y limitation for which I am 
now fpeakii^ ? My Lord, thefe are fuch 
clear demonftrations of what we ought to 
do in fuch conjunctures, that all men of 
common ingenuity muft be afliamed of 
entring into any other meafures. Let us 
not then tread in the fteps of mean and 
fawning priefts of any fort, who are al- 
ways difpofcd to place an abfolute power 
in the prince, if he on his part will gra- 
tify their ambition, and by all means fup- 
port their form of church-government, to 
the perfecution of all other men, who will 
not comply with their impofitions. Let 
us begin where our anceftors left before 
the union of the crowns, and be for the 
future more jealous of our liberties, be- 
caufe there is more need. But I muft take 
upon me to fay, that he who is not for 
fetting great limitations upon the power 
T 4 of 



Digitized by 



Google 



2i8o speeches by a 

of the prince, particularly that for which 
I am fpeaking, in cafe we have the fame 
king with England, can aft by no prin- 
ciple, whether he be a prefbyterian, pre- 
latical, or prerogative-man, for the court 
of St. Germains, or that of Hanover ; I 
fay, he can adl by no principle unlefs that 
of being a flave to the court of England 
for his own advantage. And therefore 
let not thofe who go under the name of 
prerogative-men, cover thenifelves with 
the pretext of principles in this cafe; for 
fuch men are plainly for the prerogative 
of the Engliih court over this nation, be- 
caufe this limitation is demanded only in 
cafe we come to have the fame king with 
England. 
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Ad for the fcciirity of the king- 
dom, brought in by the fame 
member* 

THE ejlates of parliament confdering^ 
That when it Jkall pleafe God to 
affliSl thii nation with the death of our So- . 
VEREiGN Lady the Slueen (whom God of 
his infinite mercy long preferve) if the fame 
Jhall happen to be without heirs of her body^ 
this kingdom may fall into great confufon 
and diforder before a fucceffor can be de- 
clared. For preventing thereof our Sove-- 
reign Ladyy with advice and confent of the 
ejlates of parliament^ Jiatutes and ordainiy 
That if at the forefaid time^ any parlia-- 
ment or convention of ejlates Jhall be ajjem^ 
bledy then the members of that parliament 
or contention of ejlates Jhall take the admi-^ 
nijlratim of the government upon them : ex-- 
cepting thofe barons and burroughs^ who at 
the forefaid time Jhall have any placi or 
penfon^ mediately or immediately of the 
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crm>n: whfe commijjms are hereby declared 
to be void; and that new members Jhall be 
chofen in their place : But if there be no 
parliament or convention of ejiates aBually 
ajfembled^ then the members of the current 
parliament /hall ajfemhlemth allpojfible di- 
ligence : ./bid if there be no current par- 
liament^ then the members of the laft dif- 
folved parliament y or convention of efiates^ 
Jhall ajfemble in like manner: and inthofe 
two laft cafes y fo foon as there Jhall be one 
hundred members met^ in which number the 
barons and burroughs before^mentioned are not 
to be reckoned y they Jhall take the admi- 
niftration of the government upon them : 
But neither they^ nor the members ofparlia^ 
ment^ or convention of eftates^ if at the 
time for ef aid ajfembledy JhaU proceed to the 
weighty affair of naming and declaring a 
Jucce//br,/till twenty days after they have 
affumed the adminiftratim of the gtyoem^ 
tnent: both that there may be, time for 
all the other members to come to Edinbur^^ 
which is hereby declared the place of their 
meetif^y and for the ekElions of new barms 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



Member of ParUamenf. 283 
and burrvughs in place above-mentioned. But 
fofoon as the twenty days are elapfed^ then 
ibey Jhall proceed to the publijhing by pro-^ 
clamatim the conditions of gwemment^ m 
Hvhich they will receive the fucceffor to the 
imperial cronvn of this realm ; .which in the 
cafe only of our being under the fame king 
with England^ are asfolbms. 

!• 'tHA'feleeiionsJhall be made at every 
Michaelmas head-court for a new parliament 
every year 5 to ft the firfi of November 
next following^ and adjourn themfelves from 
time to time, till next Michaelmas : That 
they chufe their own prefdenty and that eve^ 
ry thing Jhall be determined by balhtting^ 
in place of voting. 

2. T^HAT fo many lejfer barons jhall be 
added to the parliament ^ as there have been 
noblemen created f nee the laft augmentation 
of the number of the barons 5 and that in 
aU time comings for every nobleman that 
Jhall be createdy there Jhall be a baron added 

to the parliament. 

3. i'HA^Jt no man have vote inparlia^ 
nient^ but a nobleman or eleSfed member. 
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4. T^At tbekin^pall'give the fanBi-; 
on to all laws offered by theejlates j and that 
the prejidentof the parliament be imponvered 
by his majejly to give the fanStion in his ab^ 
fence, and have ten pounds prlifig a day 
faUry. 

5. 'tHAT a committee of one and thirty 
members, of which nine to be a quorum, 
chofen out of their own number, by every 
parliament, pall, during the intervals of 
parliament, under the king, have the admi- 
nijlration of the government, be his council, 
and accountable to the next parliament; 
with power in extraordinary occafions, to 
call the parliament together: and that in the 
faidcQuncil, all things be determined by bal- 

lotting in place of voting. 

6. 'THAT the king without confent of 
parliament Jhall not have the power of 
making peace and w^r j or that of conclud- 
ing any treaty with any other Jiate or pot en-. 

tate. 

7. THAT all places and offices, both cit 
vil and military, and all penfons formerly 
conferred by our kings, fiall ever after k 
given by parliament. 8. THAT 
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8. I'HA'T no regiment or company of 
horfe^ foQty or dragoons be kept on foot in 
peace or war^ but by confent of parliament. 

9. THAT all thefencible men ofthena-- 
tion, betwixt fxty andjixteen^ be with all 

' diligence pojfible armed with bayonet s^ and 
firelocks all of a calibre^ and continue always 
provided infuch arms with ammunitionfuit-- 
able. 

10. That no general indemnity y nor 
pardon for any tranfgrejfion againjl tbepub^ 
licky Jhall be valid without confent of parlia-- 
ment. 

1 1. That the fifteen fenators of the 
college of jufiice fioalt be incapable of being 
members of parliament y or of any other office^ 
or any penfion: but the f alary that belongs 
to their place to be increafed as the parlia- 
ment fi^all think fit : that the office of pre-- 
fident fioall be in three of their number to be 
named by parliament ^ and that there be no 
extraordinary lords. And alfo^ that the lords 
of the jufiice court pall be difiinStfrom thofe 
ofthefejfiony and under the fame refiriStions. 

12. THAT 
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12. ^HA^ if any king break in ufm 
.4ny of tbefe conditions of gwernment^ bejhdll 
by the tftatesbe declared to baveforf died tbe 
crown* 

WHICH proclamation made^ tbey are 
to go on to ibe naming and declaring ^^- 
cefor: and when be isdeclared^ if prefent^ 
are to read to him the claim of right and 
conditions of government abovementioned^ and 
io defire tf bim, that be may accept the 
crown accordingly I and be accepting^ tbey 
are to adminifier to him the oath of corona^ 
tion: but if the fuccefor be not prefent, 
tbey are to delegate fucb of their own num^ 
jber as they Jhall think ft^ to fee the fame 
performed^ asfaid is: and are to continue 
in the adminijiration of the government^ un- 
til the fuccejbr bis accepting of the crmm^ 
upon the forefaid terms be known to them: 
whereupon baling then a king at their head% 
they /ball by his authority declare themf elves 
a parliament^ and proceed to the doing of 
whatever foall be tboi^bt expedient for the 
welfare of the realm. And it is likewife by 
the authority aforefaid declared^ that tfher 

prefent 
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frefenf majefty Jhall ibmkjity during her 

mm time^ with advice and confent of the 

tfiates of parliament^ failing heirs of her 

hodjy to declare afucceffofy yet neverthelefs^ 

after her Majejifs deceafe^ the members of 

parliament or convention Jhall in the fever al 

cafes^ and after the manner above fpecified^ 

meet and admit the fucceffbr to the govern-- 

ment^ in the terms and after the manner as 

faid is. And it is hereby further declared, 

that after the deceafe of her Majefy, and 

failing heirs of her body y the forementioned 

manner and method Jhall in the fever al cafes 

be that of declaring and admitting to the 

government all thofe who Jhall hereafter fuc-- 

ceed to the imperial crown of this realm: 

and that it Jhall be high treafonfor any man 

to own or acknowledge any perfon as king 

or queen of this realm^ . till they are de-^ 

clared and admitted in the abovementioned 

manner. Aid laftty^ it is hereby declared, 

that by the death of her Majejiyy or any of 

her fuccejfors, all commiJponSy both civil and 

military y fall and are void. And that this 

aSl Jhall come in place ofihefeventeenth a£i 
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of the Jixtb fejpon of King William's parlia- 
ment. And all aSis and lawsy that anyway 
derogate from this prefent aSt^ are hereby 
info far declared void and abrogated. 



IV. 

My Lord Chancellory 

i^'TpIS the utmoft height of human 
X prudence to fee and embrace every 
favourable opportunity: and if a word 
^ken in Jfeaibn does for the moft part 
produce wonderful ciFedlsj of what con- 
fcquence and advantage muft it be to a 
nation in deliberations of the higheft mo- 
ment i in occafions, when paft, for ever 
irretrievable, to enter into the right path 
and take hold of the golden opportunity, 
which makes the moft arduous things eafy, 
and without which the moft inconfidera- 
ble may put a ftop to all our affairs ? We 
have this day an opportunity in our hands 

which 
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which if we manage to the advantage of' 
the nation we have the honour to repre- 
fent, we may, fo far as the viciflitude and 
uncertainty of human affairs will permit, 
be for many ages eafy and happy. But if 
we defpife or negiedl this occafion, we have 
voted our perpetual dependence on an- 
other nation. If men could always retain 
thofejuftimprefEons of things they atfbme 
times have upon their minds, they would 
be much more fteddy in their adtions. 
And as I may boldly fay, that no man is 
to be found in this houfe, who at fomc 
time or other has not had that juil fenft 
of the miierable condition to which this 
nation isi reduced by a dependence upon 
the Englifh court, I fhould demand no 
more but the like impreflions at this time 
to pafs all the limitations mentioned in the 
draught of an ad I have already brought 
mto this hobfej fince they are not limi- 
tations upon any prince, ^ who (hall only 
be long of Scotland, nor do any way tend 
to feparate us from England; but calcu- 
lated merely to this end, that fo long as 
U we 
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Wie continue to bg tinder the fame prince 
with oUr neighbour nation^ we may be 
fttt from the influence of Englifh coun- 
cils and minifters; that the nation may not 
be impdvef ifhed by an expenfive attendant 
at court, and that the force and exerdfe 
of our government may be, as far as i$ 
poffible, within ourfelves. By which means 
trade, mahufadures, and hufbandry will 
flouriih, and the aiSairs of the nation be 
no longer negle^led, as they have been hi- 
therto. Thefe are the ends to which all 
the limitations are diredted, that Englifh 
councils may not hinder the a^ of our 
parliaments from receiving the royal af- 
fent ; that we mgy not be ingaged without * 
'our confent in the quarrels they may have 
with other nations; that they may not ob- 
ftruft the meetii^ of our parliaments, nor 
interrupt their fitting 5 that vve may not 
itand in need of polling to* London for 
places and penfions, by which, whatever 
particular men may get, the nation linuft 
always be a k>fer, nor apply for die re- 
ihedies of oUr grievances to a cbort, vt^hot 

for 
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ior tjhe moft part none arc ;to be had.' On 
the cpintr^i if thcjfe conditions of govern- 
uapnt he enai^ied, our conftitution will bd 
amended, ^f^d\)ur grievances lie eafily re- 
drcfled by a due execution of our owii 
laws, .which to diis day we have never 
beqn able to obtain. The bed and wiie& 
^en in England will be glad to hear that 
fthefe liitiitations are fettled by us. For 
though the ambition of courtiers lead 
them to defire an uncontroulable power at 
any rate i yet wifer men wall cbnfider that 
when two nations live under the iame 
prince, the condition of dbe one cannot ba^ 
made intolerable, but a feparation muft 
inevitably follow, which will be dangeroua 
if not deftruaive to both. The fenate of 
Rome wifely determined in the bufinefs of 
the Priveroates, that all people would take 
hold of the firft opportunity to free them- 
felves from an uneaiy condition ; that no 
peace CQuld be laf);ing, in which both 
parties^didnptfind their account ; and that 
no ^lliwice was ftrong enough to keep two 
^tions m i^nw^, lif the condition of either 
wsre »m^ yfjxSsi by it» For my own 
U 2 part, 
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part, my lord Chancellor, before I will 
confent to continue in our prefcnt mifera- 
ble and languiftiing condition after the de- 
ceafe of her Majefty, and heirs of her body 
failing, I fliall rather give my vote for a 
feparation from England at any rate. I 
hope no man who is now poflefled of an 
office, will take umbrage at tKefe condi- 
tions of government, though fbme of them 
feem to diminifh, and others do intirely 
fupprefs the place he poflefles: for befides 
the fcandal of preferring a private intereft . 
before that of our country, thefe limita- 
tions are not to take place immediately. 
The Queen is yet young, and by the grace 
of God may live many years, I hope longer 
than all thofe (he has placed in any truft ; 
and fliould we not be happy, if thofe who 
for the future may defign to recommend 
themfelves for any office, could not do it 
by any other way than the favour of this 
houfe, which they who appear for thefe 
conditions will deferve in a more eminent 
degree ? Would we rather court an Englifh 
minifter for a place than a parliament of 
Scotland ? Are we afraid of being taken out 
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of the hands of Englifh courtiers, and left 
to govern ourfelves ? And do we dpubt 
whether an Englifti miniftry, or a Scots 
parliament will be moftfor the intereftof 
Scotland ? But that which fcems moft dif^ 
ficult in this queftion, and in which, if 
latisfaftion be given, I hope no man will 
pretend to be diflatisfied with thefe limi- 
tations, is the intereft of a king of Great 
Britain. And here I (hall take liberty to 
fay, that as the limitations do no way af- 
fedt any prince that may be king of Scot- . 
land only, fo they will be found highly 
advantageous to a king of Great Britain. 
Some of our latp kings, when they have 
been perplexed about the affairs of Scot- 
land, did let fall fuch exprefRons, as in- 
timated they thought them not worth their 
application. And indeed we ought not to 
wonder if princes, like other men, (hould 
grow weary of toiling where they find ho 
advantage. But to fet this afl&ir in a true 
light: I defire to know, whether it caii 
be more advantageous to a king of Great 
Pritaip to hj^ve an unlimited prerogative 
U 3 over 
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over this country in our fttidxt Uf eon^ 
tion, wfci<:h turns to m accoOht, «h4fl that 
this nation grown rich and powerful ^* 
dcr thefeccMiditions of government, fliouid 
be able upon any emergency to furniib a 
good body of land fc«:ces, With a fqu^ron 
of fhips for war, all paid by ourfelves, td 
dHft his Majefly in the wars he may un-* 
dertake for the defence of the proteftant 
religion and Kbprtifcs of Europe. KoW 
fince Ihope Ihavefeewh, thatthofe who 
. arc for the prerogative of ttie kings of" 
Scodand, and all thofc who are pofleffed 
of places at this time, together with the 
whole Englifli nation, as well as a king 
of Great Britain, have caufe to be latis- 
fied with thefe r^ulatbns of government, 
I would know what difficulty can remain- 
iinlefs that being accuftomed to livt in a 
dependency jtnd unacquainted with liberty, 
we knew not fo much as die meaning of 
the word; fior if that fhould be explain- 
ed to us, can ever pcrfuadc ourfelvei wdf 
piall obtain the thing, though we have it 
m our power by a few vpte? to fet our 

felves 
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f^ves and o^r pofterity fr^. To fay that 
th^ wijlftpp at the royal aijeat, is a fug- 
ge^a difrcfped;fi4 to her Majefty, and 
u^ich ought neither to be mentioned in 
parliament, nor be confidered by any. ijaemr 
ber of this hpul?. And were this a proper 
^e, I am confident I coi4diayfuchthing$ 
fs being reprefented to the Queen, woiild 
convince her, that i|io perfon can have 
greater intereft, nor obtain -more lafting 
honour by the ernad^ng of thcfe condition? 
of government, than her Majefty. And 
if the nation he aflift?d in this ex^ency 
by the good offices of his grace the high 
Coimmiffioner, I fhall not doubt to affirm^ 
that iq procuring this bleffing to pur coun- 
try from her Majefty, he will do more for 
us, than all the great men of that noble 
family, of which he is defcended, cyer 
did 5 though it fecms to h^ve heen thf^t 
peculiar province for divers ages, to der 
fend the liberties of this natjop againft thp 
power of the Engliftx and the deceit of 
courtiers. What further arguments can 
I ufc ^9 perfuadc thi? houfe to enaiS thefe 
U 4 limitations. 
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limitations, and embrace this occafipHi 
which we have fo little deferved ? I might 
bring many ; but the moft proper and ef- 
fedtual to perfuade all, I take to be this : 
that our anceftors did enjoy the .moft et 
fential liberties contained in the a6t I have 
propofed: and though fome few of lefi 
moment are among them which they had 
not, yet they were in pofleflion of divers 
others not contained in thefe articles : that 
they enjoyed thefe privileges when they 
were feparated from England, had their 
prince living among them, and confequent- 
ly ftood not in fo great need of thefe li- 
mitations. Now fince we have been un- 
der the fame prince with England, and 
therefore ftand in, the greateft need of 
them, we have not only neglqded to make 
a due provifion of that kind, but in divers 
parliaments have given away our liberties, 
and upon the matter futgedled this crown 
to the court of England : and are become 
fo accuftomed to depend on them, that 
we feem to doubt whether we fhall lay 
hold of this happy opportunity to rcfumc 

our 
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our freedom. If nothing dfc will move 
us, at lead let us not ad in oppofition to 
the light of our own reafon and confeience, 
which daily reprefents tonjs the ill confti- 
tution of our government; the low con- 
dition into which we are funk, and the 
extreme poverty, diftrefs, and mifery of 
our people. Let us confider whether we 
will have the nation continue in thefe de- 
plorable circumftances, and lofe this op^ 
portunity of bringing freedom and plenty 
among us. Sure the heart of every honeft 
man muft bleed daily, to fee the nuiery 
in which our commons, and even many 
of our gentry live; which has no other 
caufe but the ill conftitution of our govern- 
ment, and our l^ad government no other 
root, but our dependence upon the court 
of England. If our kings lived among us, 
'twould not be ftrangc to find thefe limita- 
tions rej?ded. 'Tis not the prerogative of 
a king of Scotland I would diminiih, but 
the prerogative of Englifli minifters over 
this nation. To conclude, thefe condi- 
tions of gbvernmept being either fuch as 
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re^fd tOr Gut off ow dependcipice oji a© 

ing ^ Ufoo^ thf Qvieeo j bc; wliw^ refi^fes^ 
hisc0oie»t tQ thfra, whateveif he may b^^ 
hjr bictk, cannoi 6ir« b» ai Seoiis-njan, by 
afieftkaat This will be a true teft to di- 
ftioguiiih, not whig from tory, pre(by^e^ 
nan fiomcpifoi^l, Hanover from, $t, Ger-» 
sudns, nor yet a courtier from a man om; 
of place; but a proper teft to diftinguiflu jn 
&iend from an enemy to b» country. ^^ 
^ideed we are fplit into £b many par^t 
and cover ourfelves with fo m*ny falfi* 
pretexts, that fuch a teft feafm negeflary 
to bring us into the light, and fiiew eyefy 
man in his own colours. In a word, my 
lord Chancellor, we are to confider, that 
though we fuficr under mtny grievances, 
yet our dependence upon ihe court of 
England is the caufe of all, comprehei^ds 
them all, and is the band that ties up thf 
bundle. If we break this» ^Jey will all 
drop and fall p the ground: if UQ%» thi? 
band will ftraiten us more and more, 
vcihall be no longer a people. I 
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I -f JffiKEFokE fcumWy propofe, diat foi^ 
dift fcctirity of dur Keligkm, liberty, and 
ttadt, thefe limitation^ be declared by a 
f efolution of this houie to be the condi* 
tions, upon which th6 nation ^ill receive 
a fuccei^r to the crown of this realm af- 
ter the deceafe of her prefect Majefty, 
and failing heir^ of her body, in cafe the 
(aid iucceflbr {hall be alio King or Queen 
of England. 



V. 

My Lord CbanceJkr^ 

I AM forry to hear what has besnjuft 
now fpoken from the throne. I \rx^ 
the duty I owe to her Ms^efty» and the 
rcfpe<a Aat is due to her ConeKEniilioner( 
and therefore ihall fpeak with a juft re- 
gard to both. But the duty I owe ta 
my country oblige* me to %, th»t what 
we have npw heard from the throne, muft 
of ncceffity proceed from Englifh coun- 
cils. 
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cils. If we had demanded that theie limi- 
tations (hould take place,^ during the life 
of her Majefty, or of the heirs of her body^ 
perhaps we might have no great reafon to 
compU^Q) though they fhould be refufed. 
But that her Majefty (hould prefer the 
prerogative of (he knows not who, to the 
happin^fs of the whole people of Scotland; 
jthat fti? ihould deny her aflent to fuch 
conditions of government as are not limi- 
tations upon the crown of Scotland, but 
only fuch as are abfolutely neceftary to re- 
lieve us from a fubjedlion to the court of 
England, muft procjBCjd from Englifli coun- 
cils ; as well bccaufe there is no Scots mi-f 
nifter now at London, as becaufe I have 
had an account, which I believe to be top 
well grounded, that a letter to this effe£i: 
has been fent down hither by the lord 
Treafurer of England, not many days ago. 
Befides, all men who have lately been at 
London, well know, that nothing has been 
more common, than to fee Scots-men of 
the feveral parties addreffing themfelves to 
Englifh minifters about Scots affairs; and 

even 
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even to fome ladies of that court, whom 
for the refpedl I bear to their relations I 
ihall not name. Now, whether we fhall 
continue under the influence and fubjedtion 
of the Englifli court j or whether it be not 
high time to lay before her Majefty, by a 
vote of this houfe, the conditions of go- 
vernment upon which we will receive a 
fucceflbr, I leave to the wifdom of the 
parliament. This I muft iay, that to tell 
us any thing of her Majefty's intentions in 
this affair, before we have prefented any 
adl to that purpofe for the royal aflcnt, h 
to prejudge the caufe, and altogether un- 
parliamentary. I will add, that nothing 
has ever ftiewn the power and force of 
Englifh councils upon our afllairs in a 
more eminent manner at any time, fincb 
the union of the crowns. No man in this 
houfe is more convinced of the great ad- 
vantage of that peace which both nations 
enjoy by living under one prince. But as 
on the one hand, fome men for private 
ends, and in order to get into offices, have 
either negledted or betrayed the intereft of * 

this 
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this aatbn^ hy a mean compliance with 
the EjD^liih court ; fo on the other fide it 
cannot be denied, that we have been but 
indiSroitiy u&d by the Bnglilh nation. 
I ihall not infift upon the affair of Darien, 
in which by their means and influence 
chiefly^ We fufiered fo great a lofs both in 
men and money, as to put us almoft be-> 
jtond liope of ever having any confiderable 
Made ; aad this contrary to dicir own true 
jntereflt which now appears bpt too vifi^ 
,bly. I &aU not ^ about to enumerate 
inftajaoes of i provoking namre in odier 
matters, but Jceep myfelf precifely to the 
shin^ we are upom The Engliih nation 
^did. fo»c -time paft, take into ' confidera- 
tion the nomination of a fucce0br to that 
CTOwni an affair of the higheft impor- 
tance, and one would think of common 
concernnxent to both kingdoms. Did they 
ever require Jour concurrence? Did they 
icver defire the late King to cauie the par-^ 
liament.of Scotland to meet, in order tp 
Jake our advice and confent? Was not this 
/tOJeUjisplainly^ thaciwe ought to be con- 
cluded 
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x^lMed by^heir detdnnimtions, and were 

not wdrthy to^be confuhed in thferinatter ? 

Indfied^ my lord Chanceildr^ confideru^ 

their whole <:arrkge in this laSair, and the 

4>road infinuations we have now hbaf^y 

that wfc are not to expcft her iMajdflyi 

i^nt to any limitations on a fucce^r 

-{which muft proceed frodiEnglifh counc^ 

arid cohfidering we cannot propofe to our 

fehres any other relfef from that iiarvitude 

we Ke under by the influence of that courts 

'tis my c^ion^* that die houfet come toil 

tefoktion, ^imb^^lhe^tceafetfherM 

0y, heirs ofberMyfaiiing^ we m)UlJepi^ 

rate our crtriM frtm that 6f England. 



•ftill i iril^ M t-mjaa^amm^tmSmmtmm 



My Lord Chancellor^ 

THAT daere flioidd be littittacioiiS'C^ 
ti fucceflfor, in order to take ^awajf 
bUr^pcndcnoe OQ ^ oowt of fin^^aii^ 

if 
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if both nations (hould have the fanie king, 
no man here ieems to oppofe. And I think 
very few will be of opinion that fuch limi- 
tations fhould be deferred till the meeting 
of the nation's reprefentatives upon the dc- 
ceafe of her Majefty. For if the fucceflbr 
be not named before that time, every one 
will be io earneft to promote the preten- 
fions of the perfon he moft aifeds, that 
new conditions will be altogether forgot- 
ten. So that thofe who are only in ap- 
pearance fbr thefe limitations, and in rea- 
lity againft them, endeavour for thdo: lafl: . 
refuge to miflead well-meaning men, by 
telling them, that 'tis not adviiable to put 
them into the aft of fecurity, as well for 
fear of lofing all, as becaufe they will be 
more conveniently placed in a feparateadt 
My lord Chancellor, I would fain know if 
any thing can be more proper in an ad 
which appoints the naming and manner 
of admitting a fucceflbr, than the coiidi** 
tions on which we agree to teceive him. 
I would know, if the deferring of any 
thing) at a time when naturally it £hould 

take 
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take place, be not to put a flur upon it, 
and an endeavour to defeat it. And if the 
limitations in queftion are pretended to be 
fuch a burden in the z&y as to hazard the 
lofs of the whole, canweexpedt to obtain 
them- when feparated from the a<ft ? Is 
there any common fenfe in this? Let us 
not deceive ourfelves, and imagine that the 
adt of 1696. does not expire immediately 
after the Queen and heirs of her body- 
for in all that adt, the heirs and fucceilbrs 
of his late Majefty King William are al- 
ways reftrained and fpecified by thefe ex- 
prefs words, * according to the declaration 

* of the eftates, dated the nth of April 

• 1689/ So that unlefs we make a due 
provifion by fome new law, a diflblution 
of the government will enfue immediately 
upon the death of her Majefty, failing 
heirs of her body. Such an adl therefore 
being of abfolute and indifpenfable ne^ 
ceffity, I am of opmion, that the limita- 
tions ought to be inferted therein as the 
only proper place for them, and fureft way 
to obtain them : and that whoever would 

X fepatatc 
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itparate them, does not fo much defirc we 
fl^ould obtain the a<^ as that we fhould 
bie the limitations* 



VII. 

My Lord Chancellor^ 

I HOPE I need' not inform this honour- 
able houfe, that all ads which can be 
propofed for the fecurity of this kingdom, 
are vain and empty propofitions, unlefe 
they are fupported by arms; and that to 
rely upon any law without luch a fecurity, 
is to lean upon a ftiadow. We had bet- 
ter never pafs this aft : for then we (hall 
not imagine we have done any thing for 
our fecurity ; and if we think we can do 
any thing efFedual without that provifion, 
we deceive ourfelves, and are in a moft 
diangw'ous condition. Such an adt cannot 
be feid to be an adt for the fecurity of any 
thing, in which, the moft neceflary claufe 
is wanting, and without which all the reft 
2 is 
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is of no force: neither can any kingdom 
be really fecured but by arming the peo- 
ple. Let no man pretend that we have 
{landing forces to fbpport this law ; and 
that if their numbers be not fufficient, we 
may raife more. 'Tis very well knowrt 
this nation cannot maintain fo many ftand- 
ing forces as would be neccflary for our 
defence, though we could intirely rely 
^pon their fidelity. The poflcflion of arms 
is thediftinftion of a freeman from a flavc. 
He who has nothing, and belongs to an- 
other> muft be defended by him, and needs 
no arms : but he who thinks he is his own 
mafter, and has any thing he may call 
his own, ought to have arms to defend 
himfelf and what he poffcffes, or^He he 
lives precarioufly and at difcretion. And 
though for a while thofe who have the 
fword in their power abftain from doing 
him injuries; yet by degrees he willbe 
awed into a fubmiffion to every arbitrary 
command. Our anceftorsby being always 
armed, and frequently in adion, defended 
themfdves againft the Romans, Danes, 
X 2 and 
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and Englifh ; animaintained their liberty 
againft the incroachments of their own 
princes. If wc are not rich enough to 
pay a fufficient number of (landing forces, 
we have at leaft this advantage, that 
arms in our own hands fervc no lefs to 
maintain our liberty at home, than to de- 
fend us from enemies abroad. Other na- 
tions, if they think they can truft (land- 
ing forces, may by their means defend 
themfelves againft foreign enemies. But 
we, who have not wealth fufficient to pay 
fuch forces, fhouldnot, of all nations un- 
der heaven, be unarmed. For us then to 
continue without arms, is to be diredUy 
in the condition of flaves : to be found un- 
armed in the event of her Majefty's death, 
would be to have no manner of fccurity 
for our liberty, property, or the indepen- 
dence of this kingdom. By being unarm- 
ed, we every day run the riik of our all 
finc» we know not how foon that event 
may overtake us : to continue ftill unarm- 
ed, when by this very aft now under de- 
liberation, wc have put a cafe, which 

happening 
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happening may feparate us from England, 
would be the groffeft of all follies. And 
if we do not provide for arming the king- 
dom in fuch an exigency, we fhall become 
a jeft and a proverb to the world. 



VIII. 

My Lord Chancellor, 

IF in the fad event of her Majefty's de- 
ceafe without heirs of her body, any 
confiderable military force fhould be in the 
hands of one or more men, who might 
have an underftanding together, we are 
not very fure what ufe they would make 
of them in fo nice and critical a conjunc- 
ture. We know that as the moft juft and 
honourable enterprizcs, when they fail, 
are accounted in the number of rebellions; 
fo all attempts, however unjuft, if they 
fucceed, always purge themfelves of all 
guilt and imputation. If a man preiume 
he ihall have fuccefs, and obtain the ut- 
X 3 moft 
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moft of his hopes, he will not too nicely 
jexamiqe the point of right, nor balance 
too fcrupuloufly the injury he does to his 
country. I would not have any man take 
this for a refledion upon thofe honourable 
perfons,. who have at prefent the com- 
mand of our troops. For befidcs that we 
are not certain, who fhall be in thofe com- 
mands at the time of fuch an event, we 
are to know that all men are frail, and the 
wicked and mean-fpirited world has paid 
too much honour to many, who have fub- 
vertcd the liberties of their country. We 
fee a great difpofition at this time in fbnfie 
men, not to confeiit to any limitations on 
a fucceffor, though we fhould name the 
fame with England. And therefore fince 
this is probably the laft opportunity we 
fhall ever have, of freeing ourfelves froni 
bur dependence on the Englifti court, we 
ought to manage it with the utmoft jea- 
loufy and diffidence of fuch men. For 
though we have ordered the nation to be 
armed and exercifed, which will be a fuf- 
ficient defence when done; yet we know 

not 



Digitized by 



Google 



Member $f Pnrliument. 3 1 1 
not but the event, which Ood avert, may 
happen before this can be eiieded. And 
we may eafily imagme, what a few bold 
men, at the head of a imall number of 
reguhu: troops, might do, when all things 
are in confufion and fu%ence. So that we 
ought to make effectual provision with the 
utmoft circumfpeftion, that all fuch forces 
may be fubfervient to the government and 
intereft of this nation, and not to the pri- 
vate ambition of their commanders. I 
therefore move, that immediately upon 
the deceaie of her Majefty, all military 
commiflions above that of a captain be 
null and void. 



IX. 

My Lprd Chancellor^ . 

IKN o w 'tis the undoubted prerogative of 
hier Majcfty, that no afl: of this houfe 
^all have the force of a law without her 
royal a0ent. And as I am confident his 
X 4 grace 
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grace the high CommifEoner is fufficiently 
kiftrufted, to give that affcnt to every a^ 
which fhall be laid before him; fo more 
particularly to the a6l for the fecuri ty of 
the kingdom, vsrhich has already paft this 
houfc : an ad that preferves us from anar- 
thy : an a6l that arms a defencelefs peo- 
ple : an a<9: that has coft the reprefentatives 
of this kingdom much time and labour to 
frame, and the nation a very great expence : 
an aft that has paffed by a great majority : 
and -above all an aft, that contains a cau- 
tion of the higheft importance for the 
amendment of our conftitution. I did 
not prefume the other day, immediately 
after this ad: was voted, to defire the royal 
affent ; I thought it a juft deference to the 
high Commiflioner, not to mention ;t at 
tha t time. Neither would I now, but only 
that I may have an opportunity to repre- 
fent to his grace, that as he who gives rea- 
dily doubles the gift ; fo his grace has now 
in his hands the moft glorious and ho- 
nourable occafion, that any perfon of this 
nation ever had, of making himfelf ac- 
ceptably 
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ceptablc, and his memory for ever grate- 
ful to the people of this kingdom * fince 
the honour of giving the royal aflent to a 
law, which lays a lafting foundation for 
their liberties, has been referved to him. 



X. 

My Lord Chancellor ^ 

ON the day that the a<ft for the fecu- 
rity of the kingdom pafled* in this 
houie, I did not prefume to move for the 
royal aflent. The next day of our meet- 
ing I mentioned it with all imaginable re« 
fpedt and deference for his grace the high 
Commiflioner, and divers honourable per- 
fons feconded me. If now, after the noble 
lord who fpoke laft, I infift upon it, I think 
I am no way to be blamed. I (hall not en- 
deavour to fhew the neceflity of this adl, in 
which the whole fecurity of the nation now 
lies, having fpoken to that point the other 
day : but (hall take occafion to fay fome thing 
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cancerning the delay of giving the royal 
a&nt to a£ts pafled in this houfe j for which 
I could never hear a good teafcxi, exsc^c 
that a Commiflioner was not fufficiently 
inflrudled. But that. cannot be the true 
reafon at this time, becaufe feveral adls 
have lain long for the royal aflfent : in par- 
ticular, that to ratify a former adl, for 
turning the convcnticm into a parliament, 
and fencing the claim of right, which no 
man doubts his grace ii fufficiently inftruc- 
ted to pafs. We muft therefore look elfe- 
where for the reafon of this delay, and 
ought to be excufed in doing this; iince 
£0 little regard is had, and ib little iati/^ 
fadlion given to the r^profentatives of this 
nation, who have for more than three 
months employed themfelves with the 
greateft a0iduity in the fervice of their 
country, and yet have not fcen the leaft 
fruit of their labours crowned with the 
royal affent. Only one z£k has been 
touched, for recognizing her Majefty's juift 
right, which is a thing of courfe. This 
gives but too good region to thofe who 

(peak 
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ipeak freelyy to fay that the royal affenc 
it induftrioufly fufpended, in oi^r td 
oblige fome men to vote, as fliall be moft 
expedient to a certain intereft ; and that 
this feffion of parliament is continued fb 
long, chiefly to make men uneafy, who 
have neither places nor penfions to bear 
their charges i that by this means adls for 
money, importation of French v^ine, and 
the like, may pafs in a thin houfe, which 
will not fail immediately to receive the 
royal aflent> whilft the a<3:s that concern 
the welfare, and perhaps the very being of 
the nation, remain imtouched. 



XI. 

^ Lord CbMcelkr, 

BEING under fome apprfehenfions that 
her Majefty niay receive ill advice in 
this affair, from miniftcrs who frequently 
iniftake former bad pradiccs for go6d pre-' 

cedents^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



3i6 Speeches by a 

cedents, I defirc that the third aft of 
the firft feffion of the firft parliament of 
King Charles the fecond may be read. 

Ad the third of the firft feffion, 
pari. I. Car. II. 

KQi aflerting his Majefty's royal 
prerogative, in calling and dif- 
folving of parliaments, and mak-^ 
ing of laws. 

THE ejlates of parliament now con- 
vened by his Majejiys fpecial aufho- 
thorityy confidering that the quietnefs^ Jiabi^ 
lity and happinefs of the peopky do depend 
upon the fafety of the Kings Majejiys 
f acred perfon^ and the maintenance of his 
fovereign authority ^ princely power, and pre- 
rogative royal ; and conceiving themf elves ob- 
liged in confcience^ and in dif charge of their 
duties to almighty Gody to the King's Ma- 
jejly^ and to their native country^ to make 
a due acknowledgment thereof at this time^ 

Do 
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l)o therefore unanimoujl'^ declare^ that they 
"will with their lives and fortunes maintain 
and defend the fame. And they do hereby 
acknowledge^ that the power of callings hold-- 
i^Sy p^oroguingy and dijfolving of par Ha* 
mentSy and all conventions ami meetings of 
the ejlatesy does folely refde in the King^s 
Majejiy^ his heirs andfuccejfors, And that 
as no parliament can be lawfully kept^ with* 
out thefpecial warrant and prefence of the 
King's Majejly^ or his Commijjumer ; fo no 
oBsy fentences or Jlatutes^ * to be pajjed in 
parliament y can be binding upon the people^ 
or have the authority and force of laws, witb^ 
out thefpecial authority andapprobationofthe 
King's Majejiyy or his Commijfioner interponed 
thereto^ at the making thereof And there^ 
fore the Kings Majejiy^ with advice and con^ 
fmt of his ejiates of parliament^ doth hereby 
refcind and annul all lanjos^ aSts^ Jlatutes or 
practices that have been^ or upon any pre^ 
. text whatfoever may be^ or feem contrary to^ 
or inconfifient withy his Majejlfsjujl power 
andprerogative abovementioned ', and declares 
the fame to have been unlawful^ and to be 
2 void 
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moiJ and ffuH m ail time comity. Atd to 
the end that this a£l and acknmledgment^ 
nsbicb the eftates of parliament ^ from the 
Jenfeof their bumble duty and certain knem- 
ledgey bai^e hereby made^ may receive the 
more exaQ obedience in time com^v it is iy 
his Majefiyy with /idvice forefaid^Jiatute 
and ordained^ that the punBual obfervame 
thereof befpecially regarded by all his Ma^ 
jefiy'sfubj0Sr and that none of them^ upon 
any pretext whatfoever^ offer to call in- qutf 
tioHr impt^y or do any deed to the contrary 
hereof under pain of treafon. 

My Lord Chancellor ^ 

The qucftions conccraing the King's 
prerogative and the peoples privileges arc 
oice and difficult. Mr. William Golvin, 
who was one of the wifcft men this nation 
ever had, ufed to fay concerning defenfive 
arms, that he wifhed all princes thought 
them lawful, and the people unlav^ul. 
And indeed I heartily wiflh, that fome- 
thing like thefe moderate fentiments might 
always determine all matters in qqeArion 

between 
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beiiween both. By the conftitution of 
this kingdom, no a£t of the eftates had 
the force of a law, unlefs touched by the 
King's fcepter, which was his undoubted 
prerogative. The touch of his fcepter 
gave authority to our laws, as his ftamp 
did a currency to our coin : but he had 
no right to refufe or withhold either. 
' Tis pretended by fome men, that in ver- 
tue of this a^, the King may refufe the 
royal afifent to adts pafled by the eftates 
of the kingdom. But it ought to be 
confidered, that this law is only an ac- 
knowledgment and declaration of the 
King's prerogative, and confequently gives 
nothing new to the prince. The a<a ac- 
knowledges this to be the prerogative of 
the King, that whatever is paffed in this 
houfe, cannot have the .force of a law 
without the royal a&nt, and makes it 
high treafon to qucftion this prerogative ; 
becaufe the parliament, during the civil 
war, had ufurped a power of impofing 
their own votes upon the people for law, 
though neither the King, nor any perfon 

commiflionatcd 
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commiiBonated by him were prefent : 
and this new law was wholly and fimply 
dire(3:cd to abolifti and refcmd that ufur- 
pation, as appears by the tenour and ex- 
prefs words of the aft ; which does nei- 
ther acknowledge nor declare, that the 
prince has a power to refufe the royal aC- 
fent to any aft prcfented by the parlia- 
ment- If any one fhould fay, that the 
lawgivers defigned no lefs, and that the 
principal contrivers and promoters of the 
aft frequendy boafted they had obtained 
the negative, as they call it, for the 
crown ; I defirc to know how they will 
make that appear, iince no words are to 
be found in the aft, that (hew any fuch 
defign: efpeci;^lly if we confider, that this 
law was made by a parliament that fpoke 
the motf plainly, leaft equivocally, and 
moft fully of all others concerning the 
prerogative. And if thofe who promoted 
the pafEng of this aft were under fo 
ftrong a delufion, to think they had ob-^ 
taincd a new and great prerogative to the 
crown by a declaratory law, in which 

there 
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there is not one word to that purpofe, 
'twas the hand of heaven that defeated 
their defign of deftroying the hberty of 
their country. I know oyr princes have 
refufed their aflent to fome adls fince the 
ttiakipg of this law : but a practice in- 
troduced in arbitrary times can de&rve 
iio c;onfidcration. For my pwn part, I 
tm far frpm pufhing things^ to extremity 
on either hand ; I heartily enter into the 
fentiments of the wife man I mentioned 
before^ and think the people ^f this na- 
ticMi m%ht have been happy in miftaking 
the meaning of this law, if fuch men as 
have had the greateft credit with our 
princes, would have let them into the 
true fenfe of it. And therefore thofe 
who have the honour to advife her Ma-* 
jefty, fliould beware of inducing her to a 
refufal of the royal aflent to the adt for 
the fecurity of the kingdom, becaufe the 
Unwarrantable cuftom of rejefting ads, 
was introduced in arbitrary times. 
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XII. 

My Lord Chancellor^ 

>^T^ IS. often faid in this houfe, that 
f X parliaments, and efpecialiy long 
feffions of parliament, are a heavy tax 
and burden to this nation : I fuppoie they 
mean as things are ufually managed : o- 
therwife I fliquid think: it a great reflec- 
tion on the wiidom of the nation, and a 
maxim very pernicious to our govern- 
ment. But indeed in the prefent ftate of 
things, they are a very great burden to us. 
Our parliament feldom meets in winter, 
when the fcafon of the year, and our own 
private affairs bring us to town. We are 
called together for the moft part in fum- 
mer, when our country bufinefs and the 
goodneis of the feafon make us live in 
town with regret. Our parliaments are 
fitting both in feed-time and harveft, and 
we are made to toil the whole year. We 
meetone day in three s though no reaibn 
^ can 
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can be given why we fliould not meet 
every day, unlefs fuch a one, as I am un- 
willing to name, left thereby occafion 
fhould be taken to mention it elfewher©i 
to the reproach of the nation. The ex- 
pences of our commiffioners are now be- 
come greater than thofc of our kings 
formerly were : and a great part of this 
money is laid out upon equipage and other 
things of foreign manufafture, to the 
great damage of the kingdom. We meet 
in this place in the afternoon, after a great 
dinner, which I think is not the time of 
doing bufinefs; and are in fuch confufion 
after the candles are lighted, that very 
often the debate of one fingle point can- 
not be finiflicd ; but muft be put off to 
another day. Parliaments are forced to 
fubmit to the conveniences of the lords 
of the feffion, and meetings of the bur- 
roughs ; though no good reafon can be 
given, why either a lord of the feffion or 
any one deputed to the meetings of the 
burroughs, fhould be a member of this 
houfe ; but on the contrary, experience 
Y2 . has 
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has taught us the inconvenience of bodib 
When n^embcrs of parliament, to per* 
form the duty they owe to their country, 
have left the n^oft important affairs, and 
quitted their friends many times in the ut-^ 
mod ^tremity, to be prefent at this place^ 
they are told they may return again; as 
we were the other day called together 
mily in order to be difmifled. We have 
been for feveral days adjourned in this 
time of harveft, when we had the moft 
important affairs under ddiberation ; that 
as well thofe who have neither place nor 
penfion might grow weary of their atten- 
danpCi as thofe, w^hofe ill ftate of health 
mak^s the fervice pf their country as dan«- 
gerou^, thougji no lefs honourable than if 
they ferved in the fidd. Do not thefe 
thipgs {hew us the lieceflity of thofe limi^ 
tatiofi^, I had the honour to offer to this 
houfe P and particularly of that for lodg- 
ing the power of adjournments in' dbe par- 
liament ; that for meetings of paiiiament 
tp be in winter 5 that for impo wiring the 
Prefident to giv« the royal affent, and aP 

certaining 



Digitized by 



Google 



Member of Parliament. 3 2| 
certaining his falary 5 with that for ex- 
cluding all lords of the feflion from being 
members of parliament. Could one ima- 
gine that in this parliament, in which we 
have had the firft oppormnity of amend- 
ing our conftitHtion by new conditions 
of government, oceafion fliould be given 
by reit^r^tii^ former abufes, to convince 
allmea of the neceffity of farther lin»ta^ 
tion$ upon a fucceflbr ? Or is not this ra? 
dier to be attributed to a peculiar proyij' 
cbnce, that thdewho are the great, ojppot 
fers of liniitations, Ihould. by their coiy^ 
dudl give the beft realbn fiir them } Bu| 
I hope BO member of this houfe will 
be difcouraged either by d|play or oppofi-^ 
tion \ becaufe the liberties >of a people ari 
not to be maintained withxjut paffing' 
through great difficulties, and that no toil 
and labours ought td be declined to pr^ 
ferve a nation from ^avcry. > 
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XIII. 

^ My Lord Chancellor ^ 

I HAVE waked. long and with great 
patience for the refult of this feffion, 
to fee if I rould difcbver a real and fin- 
cere intention in the members of this 
houfe to reftorc the freedom of our coun- 
try in this great and perhaps only oppor* 
tunity, I know there are many different 
views among us, and all men pretend the 
good of the nation. But every man here 
is obliged carefully to examine the things 
before us, and to adl according to his 
knowledge and confcience, without regard 
to the views of other men, whatever 
charity he may have for them : Ifay, 
every man in this place is obliged by the 
oath he has taken to give fuch advice as 
he thinks moft expedient for the good of 
his country. The principal bufinefs of 
this feffion has been the forming of an 
ad for thefecurity of the kingdom, upon 

the 
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die expiration of the prefent intail of the 
crown. And though one would have 
thought, that the moft eflential thing 
which could have entered intd fuch an 
a£b, had been to afcertain the conditions, 
on which the nation would receive a fuc- 
ceflbr, yet this has been entirely waved 
and over- ruled by the houfe. Only there 
is a caution inferted in the z,&y that the 
fucceflbr fhall not be the fame perfon who 
is to fucceed in England, unlefs fuch con^ 
ditions of government be firft enadled, as 
may fecure the freedom of this nation. 
But this is a .general and indefinite clauijb, 
and liable to the dangerous inconveniencyi 
of being declared to be fulfilled by giving 
us two or three inconfiderable laws. So. 
that this feffion of parliament, in whicli 
we have had fo great an opportunity q^ 
making ourfelves for ever a free people^ 
is like to terminate without any real fecu-*; 
rity for our liberties, or any eflential a- 
mendment of ouf conftitution. Ai^ now^ 
vrhen we ought to come to particularsi 
and enadt fuch limitations as may fully 
[ Y4 ' . fatisfy 
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fetisfy thtf general diufe, ^8 flitift iih# 
oarfelvts with thmgs of littld fignJficiiii-^ 
cy, ahd hardly mfetJtioii any lithitatibn of 
moment or eonfequchce. But ihfttad of 
riii§, adtswe brought ififbr i-egUlati«ns td 
tike place during the life of the Qufcew, 
which *5re are hot to expeft, and (Juite^ 
draw us off from the bufinefS Wft (houltf 
Attend. By thefe methods divers well- 
toeanirig men have beisn ddudfed, \vhilft 
others have propofed a prefent nomina- 
tion of a: fbtxeflbr under limitations. But 
I fbar the far greater part haw defigiied 
to make their court either to' her Majefty, 
iSsSs. houfe of Hanover, or thoffe of St. 
Germains, by maintaining the prerogative 
ito Scotland as high as ever, to the perpe- 
tual enflaving of this nation to the mini- 
ifters of England. Therefbre I, who have 
flever made court to any princfe, and t 
hi&pe never (hall, at the rate of the leaft 
prejudice to my country, think myfelf 
pbliged in difcharge of vAy confcience, 
said the duty of my oath in J)arliament, 
p offer' fueh limitations as may anftvef 
» * the 
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the general claufe in the zGt for the fe- 
curity of the kingdonii And this I do in 
two draughts, the one containing the li- 
mitations by themfelves ; the other with 
tlie fatoe limiwtibtiS, ahd & blailk fof ini 
fertliig the ikme of a iuGceflbt; Ijf^the 
hdtife fliall thMk fit to tikfe \m cohfidfr* 
r^tioii that diratight Which has ho bkhk^ 
aiid eiiiO: the Hmitatidris, I fliall reft fa- 
tlsfkd, being as little fond of rtaming a 
fucccffot a^ ahy m4ii. Otherwife, t oiFef 
the draught with a blank ; to the end that 
evety man may hidke hisf edt«*t to the 
perfon he nidft aifetfts ; arid fadpfe b^ this' 
means to plcafe ctll parties : The totif t irt 
dffering th^m an opportunity t6 hahi6 the 
fucceflbr of England, a thing fo accept^ 
able to herMajefty ihd diat nation: Thofe 
who may favour the court of St. Ger- 
mains, by giving theili a chancd for their 
pretenfionsj and every tfOe Scots-man, in 
Vilidieating thelibefty of this nation, who- 
ever be the fucceffbr. 
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Firft Draught. 

OU R fweretgn Lady^ with advice and 
cmfent of the ejiates of parliament^ 
Jlatutes and ordains^ That after the deceaje 
of her Majejly (whom God long preferve) 
and failing heirs of her body^ no one Jhall 
fucceed to the crown of this realm that is 
Ukewife fuccejfor to the crown of England^ 
but under the limitations following^ which^ 
together with the oath of coronation and 
claim of rights they Jhall fwear to obferve. 
7'hat dll places and offices^ both civil and 
military^ and all penfons formerly conferred 
by our kings, Jhall ever after be given by 
parliament. '"^That a new parliament Jhall 
be cbofen every Michaelmas head-court, to Jit 
the firji of November thereafter^ and ad^ 
journ them/elves from time to time till next 
Michaelmas 5 and that they chufe their own 
prefdent^-^^hat a committee of thirty fix 
member Sy chojen by and out of the whole 
parliament, without diJiinStion of ejiates^ 

Jbalh 
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Jhally during the intervals of parliament^ 
under the king^ have the adminijlratim of 
thegovemmenty be his council^ and account^ 
able to parliament I ivithpower^ inextraor-^ 
dinary occafions^ to rail the parliament to- 
gether. 

Second * Draught. 

OXJ R fovereign Lady^ with advice and 
confent of the ejiates of parliament^ 
Jiatutes and ordains^ That after the deceafe 
of her Majefty (whom God long prejerve) 
and heirs of her body failings 

jloall fucceed 
to the crown of this realm. But that in 
cafe the faid fucceffor be likewife thefuccejfor 
to the crown of England^ the faid fuccejfor 
Jhall be under the limitations following^ &c* 

No man can be an enemy to thefc li- 
mitations, in cafe we have the fame king 
withEnglan4 except he who is fofhame- 
lefs a partizan either of the court at St. 
Germains, orthchoufe of Hanover, that 

he 
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he would rather fee Scotland continue to 
depend upon an £ngli(h minifbrjr, than 
that their prerogative ihould be any way 
kflfened in this kitigdoHi. As fbr tho& 
whohaveSt.Germains in (heir view, and 
are accounted the higheft of all the pte* 
rogative-men, I would afk them, if we 
fhould afSft them in advancing their 
Prince to the throne of Great Britaki, are 
we, for our reward, to continue ftiil in 
our former dependence on the Eiiglifli 
tourt? Thefc limitations are the only teft 
to difcbver a lover of his country from 
t courtier either to her Majefty, Hanover, 
or St. Germains. For prerogative-men 
who are for enflaving this nation to the 
diredlions of another court, are courtiers 
to any fucccffor; and let them pretend 
what they will, if their principles lead 
neceflkrily to fubjeft this nation to ano^ 
ther, are enemies to the nation, Thcfc 
men are fb abfurd as to provoke England, 
and yet refolve to continue flaves of tfcat 
court. This country muft be raiade i 
field of blbod, in order to advance a pa- 

piA 
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|ttft to che throne of Britain. If we fniJ, 
we (hall be flares b}^ right of conqMeftt 
if we i^evail, have die happine& to coQr 
,timie in our former flavHfa ckpendence;. 
And diough to break this yoke all good 
inen \youkl venture their all, yet I believe 
^w will be willing to lie at the mercy 
0f France and popery, and at the f^me 
time draw upon therofelves the indigna* 
tion and power of England, for the fake 
only of meafuring our ftrength with a 
much more powerful nation ; and to be 
ftire to continue ftill under our former 
dependence, though we ihould happen 
to prevail Now of thofe who are for 
the £ime fucceflbr with England, I would 
aik, if in that cafe we are not alfb to 
continue in our fonner dependence ; ^;siucli 
will not fail always to grow from bad ta 
worfc, and at length become more into- 
leraUe to all honeft men, than death it^ 
feif For my own part I think, thatet^a 
the moft zealous proteftant in the nation^ 
if he have a true regard for his country^ 
ought rather to >iih (were it confiften^ 

with 
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with our claim of right) that a papiit: 
Ihould fucceed to the throne of Great 
Britain under fuch limitations as would 
render this nation free and independent, 
than the mod proteftant and beil prince, 
without any. If we may live free, I lit- 
tle value who is king : 'tis indifferent to 
me, provided the limitations be enaded, 
to name or not name; Hanover, St,Ger- 
mains, or whom you will. 



XIV. 

My Lord Chancellor^ 

HIS grace the high Commiffioner 
having acquainted this houfe that 
he has inftrudions from her Majefty to 
give the royal afient to all afts pafled in 
this feffion, except that for the fecurity of 
^he kingdom, 'twill be highly neceflary 
^provide fome new la^s for fecuring 
our liberty upon the expiration of the pre- 
sent 
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ient intail of the crown. And therefore 
I {hall fpeak to the firft article of the li*- 
mitations contained in the ihort ad I ofw 
fered the other day; not only becaufe 
'tis the firft in order, but becauie I per* 
fuade myfelf you all know that parlia* 
ments were formerly chofen annually ; 
that they had the power of appointing 
the times of their meetings and adjourn- 
ments, together with the nomination of 
committees to (uperintend the adminiflra* 
tion of the government during the inter- 
vals of parliament : all which, if it were 
ncccflary, might be proved by a great 
number of publick a<as. So that if I de- 
monftrate the ufe and neceflity of the firfl: 
article, there will remain no great diffi- 
culty concerning the reft. 

My Lord Chancellor j 

The condition of a people,, however 
unhappy, if they not only know the 
caufe of their mifery, but have alfo the 
remedy in their power, and yet (houl<i[ re-t 
fufe to apply it, one would think, were 

not 
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5iot m W pkied And iSboiigls tfei f»0- 
4ition ofgopd i»en, whoftmcooclydedAnd 
x^pprdSbd by a mtjorif y oftbe bad, h miicfa 
10 be lamf»»di ye^ Chriftknity seaches us 
<€o ^ew a^eaier inc^&roof compaffion kx> 
^M>(d 'wbo are Icnowingly ^nd vpluntarily 
obftinacc tx> ruin both cliem&lves and 
iptkers. Buc tho regret oi every wife and 
^ood man in\i^ needs be esctraofdinaiy^ 
when he fees the liberty and h^ppiiiefe of 
his counti^ not only ot^ftrufted, boc ut-» 
terly excinguifiied by the pciv^ite and tram* 
Ixory intereft.of felf-defigning smsn, wlio 
indeed veiy often meet their ow^n ruin, 
but moil certainly bring deftruiftion upon 
their pofterity hf fuch courfes. Sure if a 
man who fe intrufted by others, fliould for 
his own private advantage betray that 
truft, to the perpetual and irrecoverable 
ruin of thofe who trufted him, the livelieft 
fcnfe and dpep^ft remorfe for ^o great 
guilt, wiil undoubtedly feize and terrify 
the confebnce of fudi a man, as often as 
the treacherous part he has atfled ihall re- 
cur to liis thoughts; which will {noft fre- 
quently 
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quently happen in t}ie times of his di^ 
ftreft, and the nearec he .approaches to a 
life in which thofe remorfes are perpetual. 
But I hope every man in this houfe has fo 
well confidered thefe things, as to prcr 
ferve him from falling into fuch terrible 
tircumftances : And ^as all men arc fub- 
jed: to great failings) if any perfon placed 
in this moft eminent truft, is confcious to 
himfclf of having ever been wanting in du- 
ty to his Country, I doubt not he will this 
day, in this weighty matter, atone for all, 
and not Windly follow the opinion of other 
mcil, becaufe he alone muft account for 
his own actions to his great Lord and 
Matter. 

The limitation, to which I am about 
to fpeak, requires. That all places, offices, 
and penfions, which have been formerly 
given by our kings, ihall, after her Ma- 
jcfty atid heirs of her body, be conferred 
by parliament fo long as we are under 
the fame prince with England. Without 
this limitation, our poverty and fubjec- 
tioja to the court of England will every 
' Z day 
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day incrcafc;.and the queftion we have 
now before us . is, whether we will be 
freemen or flaves for ever ? whether we 
will continue to depend, or break the 
yoke of our dependence ? and whether 
we will chufe to live poor and miferable, 
or rich, free, and happy? Let no man 
think to objedt, that this limitation takes 
away the whole power of the prince. 
For the fame condition of government is 
found in one of the moft abfolute monar- 
chies of the world. I have very good 
authority for what I fay, from all the beft 
authors that have treated of the govern- 
ment of China 3 but ihall only cite the 
words of an able minifter of ftate, who 
had very well confidered whatever had 
been written on that fubjed: j I mean Sir 
William Temple, who fays, * That for 

* the government, 'tis abfolute monarchy, 

* there being ho other laws in China, 

* but the King's orders and commands 5 

* and it is likewife hereditary, ftill de- 
^ fcending to the next of blood. But all 

* orders and commands of the King pro- 

< cced 
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* cecd through his councils i and are 
^ made upon the recommendation or pe^ 
' tition of the council proper and appoint- 

* ed for that affair : fo that all matters are 
^ debated, determined, and concluded by 
^ the feveral councils ; and then upon 

* their advices and requefts made to the 
^ King, they are ratified and figned by 

* him, and fo pafs into laws. All great 
^ offices of ftatc are likewife conferred by 

* the King, upon the fame recommcn- 

* dations or petitions of his feveral coun- 

* cils ; fo that none are preferred by the 

* humour of the prince himfelf, nor by 

* favour of any minifler, by flattery or 

* corruption, but by the force or ap- 

* pearance of merit, of learning, and of 

* virme 5 which obferved by the feveral 

* councils, gain their recommendations 
^ or petitions to the King. 'Thefe are the 
exprefs words of that minifter. And if 
under the greateft abfolute monarchy of 
the world, in a country where the prince 
a<ftually refides ; if among heathens this 
be accounted a necef&ry part of govern- 
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ment for the encouragement of virtue, 
fhall it be denied to Chriftians living un« 
der a prince who refides in another na- 
tion? Shall it be denied to a people, who 
have a right to liberty, and yet arc not 
capable of any in their prefent circum-- 
fiances, without this limitation ? But we 
have formed to ourfelves fuch extrava- 
gant notions of government, that even in 
a limited monarchy nothing will pleafe, 
which in the leaft deviates from the mo- 
del of France, and every thing elfe muft 
ftand branded with the nan^e of com- 
monwealth. Yet a great and wife peo- 
ple found this very condition of govern- 
ment neceflary to fupport even an abfo-^ 
lute monarchy: If any man fay, that 
the empire of China contains divers king- 
doms ; and that the care of the Emperor, 
and his knowledge of particular mtn 
cannot extend to all: I anfwer, the cafe 
is the fame with us s and it feems as if 
that wife people defigned this conftitution 
for a remedy to the like inconveniences 
with thofe we labour under at this time. 

This 
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This limitation will undoubtedly jnrich • 
the nation, by flopping that perpetual if- 
fue of money to England, which has re- 
duced this country to extreme poverty. 
This limitation does not flatter us with 
the hopes of riches by aln uncertain pro- 
ject J does not require fo much as thd 
condition of our own induflry 5 but by 
faving great fums to the country, will 
every year furnifti a ftock fufficient to 
carry on a confidcrable trade, or to efta- 
blifli fome ufeful manufadure at home, 
with the higheft probability of fuccefs : 
becaufe our niinifters by this rule of go-* 
vernment, would be freed from the in- 
fluence of Englifh councils 5 and our 
trade be intirely in our own hands, and 
not under the power of the court, as it 
was in the affair of Darien. If we do 
not obtain this limitation, our attendance 
at London will continue to drain this na- 
tion of all thofe fums, which fhould be 
a fliock for trade. Befides, by frequent- 
ing that court, we not only fpend our 
money, but learn the expenfive modes and 
Z 3 ways 
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ways of living, of a rich and luxurious 
nation : we lay out yearly great fums in 
furniture and equipage, to the unfpeak- 
able prgudice of the trade and manufac- 
tures . of our own country. Not that I 
think it amifs to travel into England, in 
order to fee and learn their induftry in 
trade and hufbandry. But at court what 
can we learn, except a horrid corruption 
of manners, and an expenfive way of liv- 
ing, that we may for ever after be both 
poor and profligate ? 

This limitation will fecure to us our 
freedom and independence. It has been' 
often faid in this houfe, that our princes 
are captives in England ; and indeed one 
would not wonder if, when our intereft 
happens to be different from that of Eng- 
land, our kings, who muft be fupported 
by the riches and power of that nation 
in all their undertakings, fhould prefer an 
Englifh intereft before that of this coun- 
try. 'Tisyet lefs ftrange, that Englifh mi- 
niflers fhould advife and procure the ad- 
vancement of fuch perfons to the miniftry 
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of Scotland, as will comply with their 
mcafures and the King's orders 3 and to 
furmount the difficulties they may meet 
with from a true Scots intereft, that pla- 
ces and penfions fhould be beftowed upon 
parliament-men and others : I fay, thefe 
things are fo far from wonder, that they 
are inevitable in the prefent ftate of our 
affairs. But I hope they likewife fhew us, 
that we ought not to continue any longer 
in this condition. Now this limitation is 
advantageous to all. The prince will no 
more be put upon the hardfhip of decid- 
ing between an Englifli and a Scots in- 
tereft ; or the difficulty of reconciling 
what he owes to each nation, in confe- 
quence of his coronation oath. Even 
Englifh minifters will no longer lie under 
the temptation of meddling in Scots af- 
fairs : nor the minifters of this kingdom, 
together with all thofe who have places 
and penfions, be any more fubjedt to the 
worft of all flavery. But if the influences 
I mefationed before ftiall ftill continue, 
V^hat will any other limitation avail us ? 
2 4 What 
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What ihall we he the better for our zSi 
concerning the power of war and peace; 
fince by the force of an Englifti intcreft 
and influence, we cannot fail of being en- 
gaged in every w^r, and negledted in eve- 
ry peace ? 

By this limitation, our parliament will 
become the moft uncorrupted fenate of all 
Europe. No man will be tempted to 
vote againft the in tereft of his country, 
when his country fhall have all the bribes 
in her own hands ; offices, places, pen- 
fions, 'Twill be no longer neceflary to 
lofe one half of the publick cuftoms, that 
parliament-men may be made coUedlors. 
We will not defire to exclude the officers 
of ftate from fitting in this houfe, when 
the country fhall have the nomination of 
them ; and our parliaments free from cor- 
ruption, cannot fail to redrefs all our 
grievances. We fhall then have no caufe 
to fear a refufal of the royal affent to our 
afts ; for we fhall have no evil counfel- 
lor, nor enemy of his country to advife 
it. When this condition of government 

fhall 
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fliall ttake place, the royal zffbnt will be 
the ornament of the prince, and never be 
fefuied %o the defires of th^ people. A ge*- 
neral unanimity will be found in this houfe ; 
in every part of the government, and a- 
mong all ranks and conditions of m^n. 
The diftinftions of court and country- 
party (hall no more be heard in this na- 
tion j nor ihall the pnnce and pe(^le any 
longer have a diflferent intereft. Rewards 
and punifhments will be in the hands of 
thofe wholive among us, and confequent- 
ly beft know the ncierit of men ; by which 
means virtue will be recompenfcd and 
vice difcouraged, and the reign and go- 
vernment of the prince will flourifli in 
peace and juftice. 

I SHOULD never make an end, if I 
would profecute all the great advantages 
of this limitation ; which, like a divine 
influence, turns all to good, as the want 
of it has hitherto poifoned every thing, 
and brought all to ruin. I fhall therefore 
only add one particular more, in which it 
will be of the higheft advantage to this 

nation. 
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nation* We all know, that the only way 
of enflaving a people is by keeping up 
a {landing arn»y ; that by {landing forces 
all limited monarchies have been deflroy- 
cd, without them none 5 that fo long as 
any ftanding forces are allowed in a na- 
tion, pretexts will never be wanting to 
increafe them j that* princes have never 
fufiered militia's to be put upon any good 
foot, left ftanding forces ftiould appear 
unneceffary. We alfo know that a good 
and well regulated militia is of fo great 
importance to a nation, as to be the prin- 
cipal part of the conftitution of any free 
government. Now by this limitation, the 
nation will have a fufficient power to 
render their militia good and effedtual, 
by the nomination of officers: and if we 
would fend a certain proportion of our 
iriilitia abroad yearly, and relieve them 
. from time to time, we may make them 
as good as thofe of Switzerland are 5 and 
much more able to defend the country, 
than any unadive ftanding forces can be. 
We may fave every year great fums of 

money. 
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money, which are now expended to main- 
tain a {landing army 5 and which is yet 
more, run no hazard of lofing our liber- 
ty by them. We may employ a greater 
number of officers in thofe detachments, 
than we do at prefent in all our forces both 
at home and abroad; and make better x:on- 
ditions for them in thofe countries that 
need their affiftance. For being freed from 
the influences of Englifli councils, we fhall 
certainly look better than we have hitherto 
done to the. terms on which we may fend 
them into the armies either of England or 
Holland ; and not permit them to be abufed 
fo many different ways, as to the great 
reproach of the nation they have been, 
in their rank, pay, clothing, arrears, levy- 
money, quarters, tranfport (hips and gra- 
tuities. 

Having thus (hewn fome of the great 
advantages this limitation will bring to 
the nation (to which every one of you 
will be able to add many more) that 'tis 
not only confiftent with monarchy, but 
wen with an abfolutc monarchy ; having 

demonftratcd 
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dcmonftrated the neceffity of fuch a con* 
dition in all empires, which contain fcvc- 
ral kingdoms ; and that without it we 
mtift for ever continue in a dependence 
wpon the court of England? in the name 
of God, what hinders us from embracing 
& great a blefSng ? Is it becaufe herMa- 
jefty will refufe the royal affent to this 
aa? If {he do, fure lam, fuch arefufal 
mult proceed from the advice of vEnglifli 
counfellorsi and will not that be a de- 
monftration to us, that after her Majefty 
and heirs of her body, we muft not, can- 
not any longer continue under the fame 
prince with England? Shall we be want- 
ing to ourfelves? Can her Majefty give 
her affent to this limitation upon a fuc- 
ceffor before you offer it to her ? Is {he at 
liberty to give us fatisfadion in this point, 
till we have declared to England by a vote 
of this houfe, that unlefs we obtain thi« 
condition, we will not name the fame fuc- 
ceffor with them? And then will not her 
M^e{ty, even by EngU{h advice, be per- 
fuaded to give her affent j unlels her conn- 
* {cilors 
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iellors ifaali think fit to incur the heavy 
imputation, and run the dangerous rifque 
of dividing thcfe nations for ever ? If 
therefore either reafon, honour, or con* 
fciencehave any influence upon us ; if we 
have any regard either to .ourfelves or po- 
fterity ; if there be any fuch thing as virtue, 
happinefs or reputation in this world, or 
felicity in a future ftate, let me adjure 
you by all thefe, not to draw upon your 
beads everlafting infamy, attended with 
the eternal reproaches and anguifli of an 
evil confcience, by making your felves 
and your pofterity miferable. 



XV. 

My Lord Chancellory 

THIS is an ad for repealing a 
law made in the year 1700, which 
prohibits the importation of French 
wines. We were then in peace with 
France, and are now in a declared war 

againft 



jT 



Digitized by 



Google 



35^ ^P^^^^^^ h ^ 

againft them. The prohibition was made 
in time of peace, becaufe the French 
laid greater impofitions upon our trade 
than they did upon other nations : and 
yet 'tis defired, that French wines may be 
imported in titoe of war; though not only 
the fame, but new burdens are laid upon 
our merchandife in France. 'Tis pre* 
tended that we fliall not trade to France 
direftly, but may buy French wines from 
certain nations, who trade to that coun- 
try with our goods. I will allow all 
this, though it be falfej but where is the 
neceffity we fhould take French wines 
from thofe nations for our commodities ? 
Have they not copper, iron, pitch, tar, 
hemp, flax, and timber for building of 
(hips and other ufes, which we need ? 
or if our<:onfumption of thefe things will 
not anfwer the value of thofe goods they 
take of us, may we not export the over- 
plus to other parts ? Since therefore the 
fame, or greater impofitions continue ftill 
upon our hierchandife in France, fo as 
we cannot get of thofe neutral nations fo 

high 
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high a price for our goods, as if the im- 
pofitions m France were taken off, the 
reafon of the law made in 1700 ftill re- 
mains. And if we had fufficient caufe to 
prohibit the importation of French wines 
by our own fhips in time of peace, fhall 
we purchafe French wines from other na- 
tions in time of war? The French would 
not receive our goods in time of peace, 
upon equal terms with thofeof other na- 
tibns, which obliged us to forbid their 
wines : Shall we now take them at a dou- 
ble value in time of war ? or are we be- 
come greater friends to France now in a 
time of open war, than we were before 
in time of peace ? Something might be 
faid, if no wines were to be found in Por- 
tugal or Italy. But it feems no wine will 
pleafe us, but that of a country, againft 
which we are in adual war, and which 
u(es us ill both in peace and war. One 
would have thought that the paft fervices 
of a nation, which has more than once 
faved that bafe people from ruin, might 
Jiave' obliged them to a more favoura- 
2 bb 
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blc ufage of us. But the World will fay, 
we are yet a bafer people than they, if 
whilft they continue tofupprcfs our trade, 
we repeal a law, for which we have 
now more and better reafbns than when 
we made it. To repeal fuch a law in 
time of war, will, found admirably well 
in England and Holland i fince Wsno le^ 
tha& a dhreSt breach of our alliance with 
thofe nations ^a formal renunciation of any 
advantiages We may pretend in a treaty d 
peaiie,. and^xadfy cdkulated to inform the 
world of the mclin«ions of our miniftera. 
If we would trade to Portugal and Italy, 
w© Ihould have the b^efit of Englifli and 
Dutch convoys- We might trade in 6i* 
own fliip$, not ift Swedes^ Daftcs^ and 
HamburghteTs, to the *uin of our naviga- 
tion. For if they drive oiir trade for us, 
we may indeed burA our fiiips and plow 
our town^, as hs^ bee A told u^. And 
therefore I move that M^ ad, as pfejfl^ 
dkiat to our trade and navigation, and 
highly injurious to the honour of the na- 
tion, may be thrown out) 

XVJ. My 
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XVL 

My Lord Chancellor^ 

ON E would think that of all men 
lawgivers (hould be of the moft 
undoubted problty> and that felfifh ends 
and difingenuity d)Ould have no place in 
their aflemblics. For if thofe whp give 
laws to other men, have not the good of 
the nations they govern in view, but are 
ready to facrifice every thing to their own 
private intereft, ilich a fcandalous condu<5t 
muft be of the laft confequence to a go- 
vjcrnment, by alienating the affedlions of 
the people from thofe who fhall be found 
guilty of fuch pra<aices. My Lord, no 
man in this houfe can be ignorant, that 
this a6t will not only open a trade and 
correfpondence with France, contrary to 
the declaration of war, and our own 
ftanding laws s but that the deiign of thpie 
who promote the paffing of this ad: is to 
have a trade diredUy with France. 'Tis 
A a knoWn 
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known that Scots (hips are already load- 
ing wines atBourdeaux for this kingdom; 
and that a French fador is already arrived 
in this city. Befides, 'tis notorious, that 
a fliip belonging to this port, and freighted 
with wines from France, is now lying m 
Qwensferry-road, not eight miles from 
this place. She pretends indeed to be a 
Dane, becaufe (he came laft from Nor- 
way; whither (he was fent for no other 
rea(bn than that (he came too footti upon 
this coaft. This (hip has an officer and 
divers fcamen on board, fent from one of 
our frigates for her guard, who hav^ ab- 
folutely refuied to permit the peribns that 
were impowered by the admiralty to ex- 
amine her, unlcfs they (hould produce 
an order from the captain of the frigate, 
or from your lord(bip. And ^s if our 
aft for the prohibition of French wines 
were already repealed, and our colled:ors, 
no lefs than our former kings, might dif- 
penfe with the laws ; anodier (hip loaden 
with the wkies of that country has been 
brought into the Clyde^ and ber lading 

into 
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Hrtb t!bc chy of Gla^ow, during this ikC^ 
fion, ia contempt of the law and the au* 
dbority ,of the parlianwnt. All this, and 
mtsch more of the fame kind, is well 
jmown to thofe who are in the adm^ini^ 
ftraition, and feem not to think it their 
bufinefs to take notice of fuch practices. 
But i hope this houfe will not overlook 
theieL grofs mifmanagements ; and £nce, 
the c3Dccucive part of die government is 
arrived to that ftate, tha:t hardly any law 
is put in execution, the parliament, ac* 
cording to the many precedents we have 
in our ads, will give order for a better admi- 
niftracian in time to come, and take effedual 
care that thofe who are placed in the high- 
eft trafts, fliall fee die laws duly executed ; 
cfpecially your lordfliip, who during the 
intervals of parliament, as the principal 
pcrfon in the government, ought to be 
anfwerable to the nation for their due exe- 
cution. Now the great argument which 
is ufed for allowing the importation of 
Fr^Kh wines is, that we (hall certainly 
have the wines of thTat <K>untry, though 
Aa2 very 
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very bad and very dear, if the prohibidori 
be continued. Which is only to fay, w6 
have no government among us. Two 
good laws were made in the year lyoo^ 
One againft the exportation of cMjr wool, 
the other againft the importation of French 
wines ; the firft to give a being to a woollen 
manufadure in this kingdom, the latter to 
vindicate our trade againft the impofitions 
of France. We have already rendered the 
one ineffedtual, to the ruin of our wool- 
len manufadurej Shall we now repeal the 
other ? Shall we fend them our wool,' and 
buy their wines, and oblige them douWy for 
burdening and oppreffing us in bur trade ? 
'Tis pretended that the cuftoms arifing 
from the importation of French wmes 
muft ferve to pay the civil lift, beicauie 
the former duties are fallen one half of 
the ufual value. A very cogent argu- 
ment indeed ! virhen we know that the 
cuftoms have been taken from the far- 
mers, only in order to beftow the col- 
lectors places upon parliament-men. Shall 
we make good fujch funds as are exhaufted, 
/ - .\ by 
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by bribing men to betray our liberty ? If 
any juftice were to be found in this nati- 
on, the advifers of thefe things had long 
iince been brought to a fcaffold. But as 
there is no crin^ under heaven more enor- 
mous, more treacherous, and more de- 
ftrudlive to the very nature of our govern- 
jnenr, than that of bribing parliaments i 
^ there is nothing more common and 
barefaced : and I think this feflion (hould 
have been opened by purging the houfe 
froni fuch corrupted members ; which if 
we had done, we had not met with {o 
many difficulties and obftrudtions of the 
publick fervice. But I hope we fhall hot 
be fo remifs for the future. And for 
the prefeht, my Lord Chancellor, I move. 
That this aft for taking oflf the prohibi-^ 
tion of French wines, as a defign of the 
blacked nature, hurtful and ignominious 
to the nation, and highly refledkg on 
our minifters and adminiftration, may be 
thrown out. 
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XVIL 

My Lord Chancellor^ 

YESTERDAYa caufc wasbrought 
into this houfe by a proteftation for 
remcid of law : upon which a debate aroft^ 
whether a lord of feffion, who is alfo a 
member of this houfe for forae (hire or 
burroi^h, could fit again as a judge of the 
feme caufe. I was then of opinion he 
might 5 becaufe the houfe had declared 
they would not confine themfelves to de* 
cide this matter by what had been al- 
ready alledged and proved before the lords 
of feflion 5 but would receive new proof 
and matter, if any had been difcovered 
fince the pafling of the dea-ete. And in- 
deed in that cafe I was of opinion^ tlioCt 
lords of feflion might and ought to judge 
again, becaufe new proof and new mat- 
ter might induce them to alter their for- 
mer judgment. But fince no new matter 
or proof appears, and that the vote is 

ftated. 
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ftatcd. * Adhere to the decrctc of the 

* lords of feffion, or fuftain the protefta-* 

* tion;' which is only and (imply to de* 
termine the caufe by what was allcdgcd 
and proved before that bench ; I cannot 
confent that any of thofe lords, though 
members of this houfe, fhould again be 
judges of the fame caufe. Nor indccdi 
till the houfe had over-ruled my opinior^ 
could I think that we ought to decide 
any caijfe brought before us by protefta-^ 
tion for remeid of law, othcrwife than by 
the proofs and matters alledged and proved 
before the lords of fcffion. Certainly 'twa^ 
never defigned, by allowing thefe proteftar 
tions, to bring all civil caufes before our 
parliaments. For if we fliould judge of 
matters originally in this houfe, or go ar 
bout to redrefs and relieve men againi): 
their adverfaries upon new proof after the 
decreteof the ordinary judges, all the civil 
caufes of the nation might under one pre^ 
text or another be brought before us. In 
thefe cafes we are only to relieve the peo. 
pie by rcverfing the unjuft fentcnces of 

A a 4 the 
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the lords of fcffion. And the; privilege 
of the people to proteft for rcmeid of 
law, was principally defigned to be a 
check upon the ordinaryjudges, and oblige 
them to do juftice : which if they (hould 
not do, and were convided ojf bribery ot 
other grofs injuftice, the parliament might 
remove them from their offices, or other- 
wife punifli them in life or eftate. So that 
thefe lords of feffion, whb have formerly 
determined this caufe, cannot, I thbk, 
reafonably pretend to judge the fame again, 
though they are members of the houfe; 
becaufe no man can be judge of any thing 
by which, he may receive damage or pro- 
fit. If the decrete now under confidera- 
tion fliall be found grofly unjuft, I hope 
no man will fay the judges may not be 
puniftied. And the judgment to be given 
by the parliament is to be confined to this ; 
whether the lords of feffion have pro- 
nounced a juft or unjuft fentence. In the 
giving of which judgment, no lord of 
feffion can be prefent as judge; unleis we 
will iay that an unjuft judge may be ab- 

folved 
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folved by his own vote. But to all this 
a very eafy remedy is to be found; I 
mean, That no lord of feflion fhould be a 
member of parliament, which would be 
highly advantageous to the nation on many 
accounts, and principally that our parlia- 
ments might no longer interrupt or di- 
fturb the common courfe of juftice. 



THESE fpeeches are publifhed to 
prevent miftakes in the affairs to 
which they relate. 
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An ACCOUNT of a 

Converfation, (lye 



My Lords ^ 

YO U defire to know the fentinMnts 
of fomc coniiderable perfons of 
the Englifh nation, touching our 
•a^irs, and the conunon intereft of both 
kingdoms. And I think I cannot give you 
more iatisfitdtion in thefe particulars than 
by an account of a converfation I lately 
had with the Earl of Cr-m-rty, Sir E4 
S— m-r, and Sir Chr.M-^r-vej in which 
if the defence I made for you do not give 
you £itisfad;i6n, I fhall be glad to hear a 
better from ydurfclves. If you afk how 
I had the fortiine to meet with men of 
Sentiments fo difierent from my own, that 
2 was 
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was partly owing to chance, and partly to 
the ibmk and courteous way wkkj^k-ib 
natural to the Earl of Cr-m-rty: For 
fome days ago, walking flowly and alopc 
in the Mell, the Eari ind SirCbr-ft-ph-r 
overtook me : And though during the 
whole time I wa^laOrjn Scotland^ 2 l»ad 
not -waited on the Ea^rl, he with a very 
obliging air faid to me. That if I expected 
not other company, they would be glad 
of mine; afking me withal if I was ac- 
qunadotbd widii Sir Ckr. I iaid I had fi^- 
tDerly cbc hodovor cif fome imall acquain- 
tance with hvaa^ whidb I Ihouid be yery 
ArilHn^ to :rcnew^ Jaxd after iome oom^ 
ptimeiits pa£Sxl oa all fidttSy lining I was 
noc efl^igpi^ he Ini^ked me to dine with 
iiim)I telHDgmehe WGaiM>gi(Teixiethe.op^ 
poctoi&tytifdobgaBrdefiredj aodthece* 
hcfi waifhpuid pals th£ Jttme together tiH 
the hoar cfdionen So me prefixttly went 
to hisi lodgings in WJBdcbhaU, andedtriing 
in^ a. noom fiiom. whence we had ^ full 
^w of the Thamesr aibI city of London, 
YoA ha^e t^f^^Gcnddttieny ikid'theCail, 
2 - two 
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tvro of the nobld): otje£fcs that can en<* 
tertain the eye, the fineft rhrer, and die 
greateft city in the world. Where natural 
things are in the greateft perfeSion, ther 
never fail to {Hroduce moft wonderful efiedts. 
This moA gentle and navigable river, with 
the excellent genius and induftrious incli*i> 
nation of the £ngli(h people, have raifed 
this glorious city to fuch a height, that if 
all things be rightly confidered, we fhall 
find it very far tofurpais any other. Befidej 
die beauty and conveniences of the river 
die fituation of this city is fuch, that I am 
perfuaded if the wifeft men of the nation 
had been many years employed to chufe 
die moft advantageous, they could not 
have found a better : and as the profperity 
of a country depends in a great meafurc 
upon the fituation of the capital city, the 
good fortune of thisnadon in that particu-^ 
lar, has chiefly contributed to the great 
riches and power they now have. Mylord^ 
find Sir Chr — , you are fo'fully in the rights 
that notwithftanding the extent, and par- 
ticularly the great length of the buildings ; 
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yet (bould they be removed but one haliP^^ 
mile either caft or weft, fuch an alteration 
would be difadvantageous. For to the eaft- 
wardfome rows of buildings doin aftreight 
line crofs the fields, and meet the river 
again at Blackwalli and to the weftward 
the buildings run along a rifing ground 
whigh overlooks Hide-park, and the adja- 
cent fields. The whole town lies upon a 
fhelving fituation, dcfccnding eafily, and 
as it were in the form of a theatre tovvarda 
the fouth and river, covered from the 
north, nor thcaft and north weft winds : fo 
that in very cold and ftormy weather, by 
means of the buildings of the city and on 
thebridgCj 'tis both warm and calm upon 
theriver ; which being as it were the firing 
to the bow, affords the great conveniency 
of a cheap and fpecdy conveyance from one 
part to the other. The fhelving fituation 
of the city is not only moft fitted to receive 
the kind influences of the fun, but to carry 
pff by common-ftiores and other ways the 
fhow and dirt of the ftreets into the ri- 
ver, which is ckwfed by the tides twice 

every 
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every day. But above all, the ground on 
which the city ftands being a gravel, ren- 
ders the inhabitants healthful, and the ad- 
jacent country wholfome and beautiful. 
The county of Kent furnifliesus with the 
choiceft fruit; Hertfordftiirq . and Cam- 
bridgftiire with corn 5 Lincofnfliire, Efler, 
^nd Surrey with beefj veal and mutton ; 
Buckinghamfliire with wood for fuel, and . 
the river with all that the fcas and the reft 
of the world affords. And this in fo great 
plenty, that in times of peace, the com- 
mon fuel, though brought two hundre4 
miles by fea, is yet fold at a reafonable rate ; 
and in fo great variety, that we may find 
more forts of wine in London than in the 
countries which produce therichcft and the 
moft. In a word, all the ufcful and fuper- 
fluous things that nature produces, or the 
wit of man has invented, are to be found 
here, either made by our artificers, or im- 
ported by our merchants. That which is 
to be admired, faid I, is the perfcd: peace 
and tranquillity in which the inhabitants 
live; proceeding either from their natural 
B b temper. 
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temper, or the good order and plenty of 
the place, and the fecurity they enjoy from 
the attempts of any enemy by being fituated^ 
in an ifland. So that this great city with- 
out walls or guards is as.acceffible at all 
hours of the night as the moft inconfidera- 
ble village. But that which charms me 
moft is the liberty and rights they arepof- 
fefled of in matters civil and religious. To v 
thefe advantages I might add many things 
which render this city great, convenient, 
and agreeable ; fuch are, the important 
tranfadtions of a parliament ; the judg- 
ments in Weftminfter-hall ^ the bufincfs 
of the Exchange, navigation and com- 
merce s the affairs and diverfions of the 
court, together with the recreations and 
pleafures of the town. Thefe laft Words 
have fpoiled all, faid Sir Chr. and unluckily 
revived in me the image of that corrup- 
tion of manners which reigns in this place, 
has infedted the whole nation, and muft 
at length bring both the city and nation 
to ruin. And if one may judge by the 
greatnefs of the corruption, this fatal pe* 
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tiod is not far off. For no regulations of 
government are fufficient to reftrain op 
correft the manners of fo great a number 
of people living in one place, and expofed 
to fo many temptations from the bad ex- 
ample they give to one another. And the 
frequency of ill example, which can never 
fail to be v^here fo great numbers live to- 
gether, authorizes the corruption, and will 
always be too ftrong and powerful for any 
magiftracy to controuL For though every 
man may have his own fcheme to reform 
and regulate thefe diforders, yet experience 
has taught us that no human prudence can 
preferve the manners of men living in great 
cities from extraordinary corruption ; and 
that where great power, riches and num- 
bers of men are brought together, they not 
only introduce an univerfal depravation of 
manners, but deftroy all good government, 
and bring ruin and defolation upon apeo-* 
pic. What great corruptions do you find 
in this place, fo obflinate apd incorrigible, 
feid the Earl? No laws or regulations, re- 
plied Sir Chf^^j are fufficient to reftraia 
Bba the 
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the luxury of women, to banifh fo many 
thoufands of common proftimtes, or to 
prevent a far greater number of that fex 
Jrom being debauched by the innumera-^ 
•ble occafions and oppormnities which fb 
vaft a city affords, where by means of a 
mafque, a hackney-coach, a tavern, and 
fl play-houfe, they are at liberty to do what 
they pleafe. Even the poorer fort of both 
fexes are daily tempted to all manner of 
lewdnefs by infamous ballads fung in every 
corner of the ftreets. One would think, faid 
the Earl, this laft were of no great con- 
fequence. I faid, I knew a very wife man 
fo much of Sir Chr — 's fentiment, that he 
believed if a man were permitted to make 
all the ballads, he need not care who 
(hould make the laws of a nation. And 
we find that moil of the antient legiflators 
thought they could not well reform the 
manners of any city without the help of 
a lyrick, and fometimes of a dramatick 
poet. But in this city the dramatick poet 
no lefs than the ballad-maker has been 
silmoft wholly employed to corrupt the 
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people, in which they have had moft un- 
ipeakjble and deplorable fuccers. Then 
Sir Chr — • continuing his difcourfe, faid, 
in this city ganieftefs, ftockjobbers, jockies 
^nd wagerers make now the moft confider- 
able figure, and in few years have attained 
to fu^h a degree of perfection in their feve- 
Tal ways, that in comparifon to many of the 
Tiobility, gentry and merchants of England, 
thdfe in Newgate are mere ignorants, and 
wretches of no experience. In the Him- 
nier they infeft all the places ofdiverfion 
^roughout Engknd, and may be juftly 
mailed the miffioners of this city. Sure, ^ v ^ ^, 
faid the Earl, remedies may be found fof lU ^ -r 
^manydf thefeabufes. The too^expenfive 
apparel of woto^tt might fee reftrained^ 
TOifques' might be prohibited ; vintners 
<fbrbidderi to^ecei ve women in their houffes; * 
anB all ftockjobbing, garping and wager-- 
. 4ng fuppreflq^;-But'who, faid SirChr^-^' 
4s tb d&»fc[ifetJfor though thefe thirtgs knight 
4>e eafily^di^e<ibi a fmall city," ya itt this 
^ace I arfi Qoftfident that the authority of 
fhe Queen and parliament wottld not be 
^ B b 3 ^ founcj 
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found fufficient for fuch a performance. 
I am fully perfuaded of her Majcft/s 
fincere intentions to difcOurage vice % yet 
fome wife couhfellor will not fail to tell 
her that it would be of dangerous cotifo- 
quence to forbid gaming, which confumes 
fo much of the time, and takes up the 
thoughts of a great number of men, who 
if they had not that diverfion, might pro- 
bably employ their leifure in thinking too 
much upon affairs of ftate. Might not 
we, faid the Earl, play, like the Turks, only 
to pafs the time ? No, replied Sir Chr— f, 
youhaye to do with Chriftians, who have 
a Chriftian liberty to play for money, pro- 
vided they do not abufe it ; though all mea 
know, that if the thing be allowed, the 
abufe is inevitable. And yet this is not the 
worft i for the infedion * of bad manners 
has fo thoroughly corrupted this place, that 
many even of thofe who oi^ht by whol* 
fome laws to reform o^bf^rs, are themfelveS 
infedlcd by the cpntagio^p ;^fp that when the 
country has fent perfonS to reprefent them 
in parliament, they in a ftiort time feem 
I rathef 
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rather to be the^nly reprefcntatives of thiiS 
corrupt city, and artfully betray the na- 
tion, under the faireft pretences to good 
principles, contrary to their known duty, 
and the important truft tepofed in them. 
I faid, Sir Chr-— 's obfervations were very 
impartial, and thati wi&ed all thofe whp 
were guilty ,of fuch praftices, would Im- 
partially apply fo juft a cenfure to them- 
felves. Sir Chr-— continuing, ftid} all 
abufes, when introduced among great mul- 
titudes, become not only more enormous, 
but more incorrigible. The juftices of 
London and Weftminfter will inform you 
of a thoufand evils and incorrigible prac- 
tices, which wholly proceed from the great 
number of the inhabitants and vaft extent 
of our buildings, where all manner of 
crimes are ealily concealed Befides, th^ 
poor and indigent are fo nupierous ip this 
place, that the ill pradlices to which mep 
arc tempted by poverty, af e. but too fre- 
quent: and ti^^luxury of all other ranks and 
orders of men makes every one haften to 
grow rich s and confequently leads them to 
B b 4 betray 
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betray all kind of truft rcpofcd in them. Ir? 
a word, this city abounds with all manner 
of temptations to evil ; extreme poverty, ex- 
ceffive riches, great pleafures, infinite bad 
examples, e^ecially of unpunifhed andfuc- 
cefsful crimes. Here Sir Chr- — was mter- . 
rupted by a fervant, who acquainted us that 
Sif Ed. S— m-r was coming up ftairs. He is 
welcome, faid the Earl ; and the more be- 
caufe he comes fo early, for I expedted him 
not 'till the hour of dinner. Upon this Sir 
Edw-rd S-m-r entered the room, and after 
he had faluted the Earl and Sir Ghr— -, the 
Earl prefented me as his countryman and 
old acquaintance to Sir Edw-rd ; and when 
we had placed ourfelves in the chairs that 
were brought for us, faid with a fmile, that 
I was one of thofe who in the late feflion of 
the Scots parliament had opppfed the inte- 
reft of the court. My Lord, faid I, does 
that charader recommend rne to Sir Ed--^ 
S— m-r? Sir, fays Sir Ed — , 'tis to me a 
great recommendation of my Lord's good 
nature, to allow you to wait upon him : but 
it feems you are one who fignalized yoiir 
.: '' ^ ' \ '' ' ' ' fclf 
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felf in the late feffion of your parliament, 
by framing Utopia's and new models of go- 
vernment, under the nanie of limitations j 
in which you had the honour to be fecond7 
ed and aflifted by feveral men of quality, of 
about two or three and twenty years of age^ 
whofe long experience and confummate 
prudence in publick affairs could not but 
produce woncierful fchemes of government, 
^his rough and fudden attack made me take 
the freedom to afk him, if he thought that 
men wanted any ipore thgn the knowledge 
and the will to govern themfelves rightly. 
To which, continuing in his former ftrain, 
he anfwered, that young men were always 
ignorant, confident, and of infupportable 
arrogance. Y^t, faid I, do you not think that 
young men in parliament are much more 
capable to refift corruption, and oppofe ill 
men, than they would be in a court, where 
by temptations arifing from vanity and plea- 
fure, they are in hazard of being corrupted 
themfelves ? Whereas in parliament meet- 
ing with no temptation but bribery, which 
that age abhors, or the ambition of getting a 
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place by arts they are unacquainted with, 
the concern and afliduity of youth in their 
firft applications, is of great moment and 
highly ufeful, efpecially in men of quality^ 
whofe example and early virtue is of the 
greateft influence. And if with thefe qua- 
lifications they have alfo the talent of fpeat- 
ing well, 'tis not to be imagined how much 
their pleading for juftice, with that fincerity 
and unafFedtcd eloquence fo natural to 
youth, does inflame the minds of men to all 
kind of virtue. You begin to declaim, as 
if they overheard you, faid the old gentle- 
man 5 but you muft not think fuch ftuiF 
will have any influence upon me, or that I 
am fo credulous to believe that boys of thofe 
years can have any right notion of govern- 
ment : an art which demands the longeft 
experience and greateft pradtice. This kind 
of dialed^ I kn^w to be the ufual way of 
Sir Edw-rd S—m-r, and therefore without 
the leaft fhev7 of refentment contented my 
felf to fay, that I was indeed of opinion, that 
to oppofe the ill defigns of inveterate knaves, 
;s a \york of great difficulty for young men 
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^obndectakc; and that the common method 
<£ all governments now received in the 
world, to allow almoft every thing that 
tends to the corruption of manners, and 
then to rcftrain thofe corruptions, does not 
lonly require the longeft experience and 
greateft prudence, but i§ far beyond the 
power of both. Yet to fay that young men 
tcannot underftand the nature of govern- 
ment, and fuch regulations as are moft con- 
ducing to the happinefs of mankind, when 
at the fame time they are thought capable 
pf mathematicks, natural philofophy, the 
^irtofreafoning, and metaphyfical fpecula-? 
tions, which contain things more difficult 
%o conceive than ^ny in the art of govern- 
ment, feems abfurd. But by the prefent 
manner of education, the minds of young 
ipen are for many years debauched froni 
all that d^ty and bufinefs to which they arc 
born; and in the place of moral and civil 
^owlcdge and vktue, addiifJ: themfel ves to 
mathematical, natural and metaphyfical 
speculations, from which many are nevet 
^h\t tp vnthdraw their thoughts. For the 
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intereft of fome governments requiring 
that men fliould know little of publick af- 
fairs, the art of government has been looked 
upon as a kind of knowledge dangerous to 
-^ be learned^ except by thofe who are ad- 

vanced in years ; and this only fo far as the 
experience: and ipr^Ac^ of thofe corrupt 
conftitutionaand ways oi living now in ufe 
among rn^n will allow.! Whereas young 
men haye. great advantaged to find out 
what IB right pr amifs in g<)vei;nment, by 
having nevwfeeeipi engaged in the illadmir 
niftratiqn^pf a:ffa|rs, nor habituated to bad 
^uftoffls ahd indiredt pra^ices, nor biafled 
|>yf^l^0i.e^d^, to entertain any othe^ opi- 
nion of conftitutipnp, laws and regulation^ 
than whatis juft and right. And as their 
-capacity for more abftradtpjifcjences fhews 
them fufficiently capably of upderftanding 
the art of government; and the ibnoceucc 
of their manner? demonftrat6s:,ttot ^h^ 
are lefs biafled in judgo^pnt than pther mcn^ 
fo in zeal and fom^rflneis to put things in 
execution they are undoubtedly fuperior to 
all that are more advanced irt years* The 
: ^ only 
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oiily difficulty in the educatioft of youth, is 
to fix their application on things ufefuL 
-And do you not think the young :men you 
mentioned very happy, who inftead of ftu- 
dying phyficks and metaphy ficks, have em- 
,ployed their thoughts in an adive way to 
advance the intereft and fervice of their 
country ? Their relations hive taken care to 
marry moft of them young, in order to pre- 
vent innumerable inconveniences; and if 
,they enter into a goodoetonomy of their 
.private fortunes, they may- certainly ac-* 
-quire greater riches than they can hope to 
Ijave a venture for at court. And if they 
defpife the ridiculous vanity of great titles, 
which is the peculiar folly of this age, of 
what ufe and ornament may they not be 
to their friends and country, the care of 
which has poflefled them fo early ? 'Tis 
the experience of fuch men that will here- 
after deferve to be valued, and notof thofe 
who from their youth have given them- 
felves up to diflimulation and bad arts for 
worfc ends, and arc only fkilled in the per- 
nicious practices that tend to deftroy the 
, . publick 
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publick liberty. Still licclaiming! faidhc^ 
and the refult of all is. That there are 
not two more proper qualities for gove^^• 
ment, than Want of experience, joined to 
the violent difpofition of youth. But, iaid 
I, when thefe are corrcdled by the advice, 
and CQntrouled by the votes of men of riper 
years, do you think them flill dangerous? 

I DO. 

Would they not be more dangerous, if 
the old men had only the power of advifing, 
and that, for example, in the icnate of a 
commonwealth all things were to be de- 
termined by the votes of the young mitxi ? 

Certainlv. 

Would there not be yet greater danger, 
if the young men had the difpofal of all 
places and advantages, and that the old 
men, in order to obtain them, {hould be 
obliged to flatter, and give fuch advice as 
they knew would pleafe, and at the fame 
time be pernicious to the ftate ? 

Who can doubt it? 

Now if the young men, by reafbn of fre- 
quent difputcs, heats and fadtions among 

themjfelves. 
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themfelves, fhouldchufe one of their own 
number, and inveft him with an unlimited 
power, though he were younger by many 
years than the gentlemen in queftion: I 
fay, if any people fliould be fo governed, 
would you not look upon it as a mad kind 
of government ? 

Most furely. 

And yet many nations think they can be 
no way fecure under any other fort of go- 
vernment than that which often falls into 
this very inconveniency. You mean, faid, 
he, a young prince in an abfolute monar- 
chy. Pray, faid I, what think you of a 
young prince in a limited monarchy, not 
accountable to any? Do you doubt of in- 
ftruments to execute his will, and of the 
confufion things may be brought to before 
redrefs can be obtained? Do you not think 
fuch a one equally dangerous to the ftate 
9s the young men v^e have mentioned ? 
Ay! but, faid the knight, they bring fac- 
tion into the ftate. I confefs, faid \ the 
young prince does not, becaufe he is upconr 
trouledj (b far ygu are right. But pray. 

Sir, 
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Sir, what is it in thofe young noblemdr, 
or ift the proceedings of our parliament in 
general, that you think deferves fo much 
blame? That they would talk, faid he, of 
fuch limitations on a fucceflbr as tend to 
take away that dependence which your na- 
tion ought always to have upon us, as a 
much greater and more powerful people. 
I faid, we are an independent nation, tho' 
very much declined in power and reputa-» 
tion fince the union of the crowns, by ne- 
glecting to make fuch conditions with our 
kings, as were neceffary to preferve both : 
That finding by experience the prejudice of 
this omifficMi, we cannot be juftJy blamed 
for endeavouring to lay hold on the oppor- 
tunity put into our hands, of enadting fuch 
conditions and limitations on a fuccefTor, 
upon the expiration of the prefent intail, 
as may fecure the honour and fovereignty 
of our crown and kingdom, the freedom^ 
frequency, and power of our parliaments, 
together with our religion, liberty and 
trade, from either Englifh or foreign in- 
fluence. Sir Edw-fd all in a frets hey 
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day, faid he^ here is a fine cant indeed, iri« 
dependent nation ! honour of our crown ! 
and what not ? Do you confider what pro- 
portion you bear to England ? not one to 
forty in rents of iand^ Befides, our greateft 
riches arife from trade and manufactures, 
which you wann This was allowed by 
me: butldeiired to inform him, that the 
trade of Scotland was confiderable before 
the union of the crowns : That as the 
increafe of the Englifh trade had raifed 
the value of their lands, fo the lofs of our 
trade had funk the rents in Scotland^ impo- 
verifhed the tenant,anddi&bled him in moft 
-places frbm paying his landlord any others- 
wife than ip corn ; which practice has been 
attended with innumerable inconvenient 
cies and great lofs : that our trade was for- 
merly in fo HouriOiing a condition, that 
the fliire of Fife alone had as many (hips 
as now belong to the whole kingdom: 
That ten or twelve towns which lie on 
the fouth coaft of that province, had at 
that time a very confiderabk trade, and 
in our days are little better than fo many 
C c ' heaps 
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heaps of ruins : That our trade with France 
was very advantageous, by reafon of the 
great privileges We enjoyed in that king- 
dom : That our commerce with Spain had 
been very confiderable, and began during 
the wars between England and that n^ 
tioA \ and that we drove a great trade in 
the Baidck with our fi{h, before the Dut^h 
had wholly poflfefled themfelvcs of that 
advantageous traffick. Upon the uftion 
of the croWrts not only all this went to 
decay; but otir money was fpent in Eng- 
land, and not aftKmg ourfelv^es; the ftir- 
niture of our houfes, and the beft of our 
dothes ind equipage was bought ^Lon^ 
don: and though particular pecfotie of the 
ficots nation had many great and profitable 
places at court, to the high difpleafure k£ 
theEngliA, yet that was no advantage to 
our country, which was totally uegledted, 
like a farm managed by farvanes, «nd not 
under the eye of the mafter. The great 
bufinefs both of Scots and En^ith m«il- 
ftefs was, to extend the prerogative in 
Scotlind, to the mki of liberty, property 
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and trade: and the diforders which were 
^terwards occafioned by the civil war, 
gave the laft and finiihing blow to the 
riches and power of the nation. Since that 
time we have had neither fpirit, nor liberty, 
nor trade, nor money among us. And 
though during the time of the ufurper 
tromwel we imagined ourfelves to be in 
a toleraWe condition with refpedt to this 
laft particular, by reafon of that expence 
which was made in the nation by thofe 
forces that kept us in fubjcdion 5 yet this 
was a deceitful fubftance, not unlike a 
plumpneis in the natural body proceeding 
from a diieaie. The bufinefs of a Scots 
minifter, is to get as much money as he 
can from ourimpoverilhcd country, whilft 
he is in employmciu, well knowing that 
all regulations that may be eftablifhed in 
order tojnrich the nation, either by trade, ^ 
manufadtures, or hufbandry, will require 
time before they can produce any confi- 
derableefiefi:, and on that account will be 
of little advantage to him during his ad* 
miniftration. I take all this freedom^ faid 
e c 2 • I, he- 
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I, before the Earl of Cr-m-rty, though he 
be a Scots minifter of ftate, becaufe 'tis 
well known avarice is none of his faults, 
and that no perfon in our government is 
more ready to promote any new and folid 
project of improvertient. I am obliged 
for the good chara6!er you give me, faid 
the Earl ; but very fbrry I can promote 
none of your projedts: they are I fear tod 
great for our nation, and feem rather con-^ 
trived to take place in a Platonick com- 
monwealth than in the prefent corruption 
of things. My lord, faid I, no man is 
more fenfible how little is to be done in 
this age : but I think it the greateft of all 
follies to offer an expedient, which ob- 
tained will not anfwcr the end, and to la- 
bour and toil for that which will not avail • 
fuch meafures proceed in part from our 
ignorance of the ill condition we are in, 
and the means of recovery ; but principally 
from a meannefs of fpirit, which hinders 
us always from applying the true remedies; 
if they are attended with the leaft appear- 
ance of difficulty or danger. And nothing 

does 
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does fo much pomt out the want of fenfe 
and courage in particular men, or the de- 
generacy of an age and nation, than to con- 
tent themfelves to profecute any conlider'- 
able end by inefFedual and difproportio^ 
iiate means, Novy the ill condition of Scot- 
land proceeding from thefe caufes ; thax 
our money is carried away and fpent at 
court by thofe who attend there for places 
and penfions ; that by the influence of Eng- 
lifli minifters up6n our government, we 
are brought wholly to depend on that court; 
that byreafonof the prince s abfence, the 
laws are not put in execution: I fay, thefe 
being the caufes of our prefent ill condi- 
tion, what other remedies can be found, 
than that the parliament of Scotland 
{hould for the time to come beftow all pen- 
fions and offices both civil and military ; 
that our parliaments (hould be annual 
and not interrupted in their feflions, and 
have power to appoint committees for 
the adminiftration of the government du- 
ring the intervals of fitting ? If thefe things 
are granted, faid the Earl, I wouldkno\y 
C c 3 what 
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what power or authority is left to the 
prince. As great power, faid I, as princes 
formerly enjoyed in moft of the limited 
itionarchies of Europe; their parliaments 
6r diets were fixed, and at Icaft annual : 
the chief officers of the crown and the 
tounfellors of the prince were named by 
the ftates of moft kingdoms ; but the ex- 
ecutive power of the government and the 
command of armies were vcfted in the 
prince, together with the prerogative of 
giving authority to the laws and curren- 
cy to the coin, and a fuperiority in dig- 
nity and revenue, fuitable to io high a 
ftation. But /aid the Earl, you diminifli 
his power of adminiftratiort, not only by 
refuling him the nominaticm of great of- 
ficers, but even the inferior : youincroach 
upon his power as general, by taking from 
him the nomination of military officers j 
and you leflen the grandeur of his court, 
by refufing him the diftribution of pcnfions. 
To this charge I made anfwer, that if 
princes might not appoint the pincipal 
officers of the crown, nor their own 
I . counfellors. 
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counfellors, the norpination of inferior 
officers feems \o be belqw their care and 
dignity; that ftandiqg force? being perni- 
cious to all governments, and national mi- 
litia's only fafe and ufeful, 'tis but reafonr- 
able the people (hould have the choice of 
thofe vsrho apq to command them 5 that his 
lordihip could not forget that the limita- 
tions in queftion were demanded for a king- 
dom, where the prince does not adually 
refide, as a remedy againft the influence 
of a'powerful court, on which otherwife 
we (hould be neceffitated always to depend. 
And I thipk for a nation ip thefe circunir 
ftaijce? to have the povver of conferring 
penfions, can no way leflen the grandeur 
pf a court, where no court i$. The Earl 
faid, that no confiderations whatever 
ought in foch a degree to diminish the 
prince's power, which is the very cflence 
pf monarchical government ; that no cafe 
could exift by which the eflcntial part of 
any governrpent could be fo far leflcncd; 
and therefore fuch cifcumftances of affairs 
as I brpugjit for reafpns, being only acci- 
C c 4 dents^ 
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dentSy could riot be made ufe of to deftrojr 
the fubftance of a government. I told 
him I had always thought that princes 
were made for the good government of 
nations, and not the government of nati- 
ons framed for the private advantage of 
princes. Right, faid he, but then you muft 
accommodate all monarchical government 
to the nature of princes, elfe you will 
make a heterogeneous body of the prince 
and ftate, I underftand you not, faid 1, 
unlefs you mean that all limitations are 
contrary to the nature of princes, and that 
they will endure them no longer than ne- 
ceffity forces. And what hopes, faid Sir 
Edw. S— r, can you have of enjoying 
them long, when your prince may be af- 
fitted by the power and riches of a far 
greater nation, which is highly concerned 
to take them away ? I cannot think, re- 
plied I, that the people of England arc 
obliged by their intereft to oppofe thcfc li- 
mitations in Scotland, unlefs they think 
themfelves concerned in intereft to make 
us at all tipies their fecret enemies, and 
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ready to embrace every jopportunity of dc- 
daring ourfelvcs openly for fuch. For 
fince we are not only become fenfible of 
our prefent ill condition, but fully under- 
ftand both the caufes and the remedy; to 
oppofe us in the profecution of thofe means 
which are abfolutely neceffary to attain fo 
juft an end, would be no lefs than to de- 
clare open enmity againft us. We fhall 
run a great rifque indeed, faid Sir Edw-rd, 
in fo doing ! Sir, faid I, no man is more 
fully perfuaded than I am, of the great 
dilpropprtion there is between the power 
of the one and the other nation, efpecial- 
ly in the prefent way of making war. 
But you fhould confider, that by declar- 
ing yourfelves in fuch a manner to be our 
enemies, you would drive us to the neceJP- 
fity of taking any power that will aflift us, 
by the hand. And you can no way avoid 
fo great danger, but by doing juftice to 
your felves and us, in not oppofing any 
conditions we may make with the fuccef- 
for to our crown. The Earl of Cr-m-rty 
iaid^ that in his opinion there was an eafy 

remedy 
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rcmedytoallthefeinconvcnicncicsj which 
was an union of the two nations. I ^^ 
fwcred, I was forry to differ fo much from 
his lordfhip, as to think the union neither 
A thing eafy to beeffe(aed, nor any projedt 
of that kind hitherto propofed, to be ^ 
remedy to our prefent bad condition : that 
the Englifh nation had never iince ch^ 
union of the two crowns, fhewn any grea^ 
inclinadon to come to a nearer coalition 
with Scotland J and that Ico^ld not avoid 
making fome remarks upon all the occa^ 
iions that had given a rife to treat of thi$ 
matter during my tinae, I have pbferve4 
that a treaty of union has never li^ec^ 
mentioned by the Englifli, but with a dc- 
iign to amufe us when they apprehended 
^ny danger from our nation* And when 
^ir apprehenfions were blown over, tbpy 
jbave always {hewn th^y had no fiMpb ia^- 
.tention. In the year 1669, endeavpitr* 
were i^ed in Scotknd to eftabli^ a goo^ 
i^^iltia ; which on account of a da^ 
propured by the duke of X^aiiderdale to be 
inftrted in the ai£t, in order to make hi^ 

court. 
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touft, fo alarmed the £ngli(h nation, that 
in the following year a treaty of union 
was propofed. But fb (bon as they perceived 
that our militia was ordered in fuch a man- 
ner as neither to be lading nor formidably 
they prefently cooled, and the union va* 
nifhed. Upon the late revolution this 
treaty was again propofed : but when they 
faw wc had chofen the ikmt perfbn for 
our king, and made the fame intail of our 
crown they had done, the union, as a thing 
of no farther uie to their af&irs, wasim-. 
mediately dropped. For the £ime reaibns 
I fuppofe, the late treaty was fet on foot; 
and after they had nominated a fucceflbr 
without afking our opinion or concurrence, 
they thought this the only way to amufe 
us, and ol^ige us to take the fame perfon. 
Now as I have (hewn how litde the £ngli(h 
nation has been really inclined to the uni- 
on ; (b I muft acknowledge that the Scots, 
however fond they l^ve formerly been of 
fuch a coalition, are now become much 
lefs concerned for thefucceftof it, from a 
juft fenfe they have that it would not only 
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prove no remedy for our prefent ill conditi- 
on, but increafe the poverty of our cotintry . 

How, I pray, faid the Earl ? 
' I AM of opinion, faid I, that by an 
incorporating union, asthey call it, of the 
tvro nations, Scotland will become more 
poor than ever. 

Why fo? » 

\ Because Scotfmen will then fpend in 
England ten times more than now they do ; 
which wiUfoonexhauft the money of the 
nation. For befides the fums that mem* 
bers of parliament will every winter carry 
to London, all our countrymen who have 
plentiful eftates will conftantly refidc there, 
no lefs than thofe of Ireland do at this 
time. No Scotftnan who expefts any pub- 
lick employment, will ever fet his foot in 
Scotland; and every man that makes his 
fortune in England, will purchafe lands in 
that kingdom: our trade, which is the 
bait that covers the hook, will be only aq 
inconfiderable retail, in a poor, remote 
gind barren country, where the richeft of 
pur nobility and gentry will no longer rci^ 

fide: 
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tide : and though we (hould allow all the 
vifionary fuppofitions of thofe who are fo 
ibnd of this union ; yet our trade cannot 
poflibly incrcafe on a fudden. Whereas 
the expences I mentioned will in a very 
fliort time exhauft us, and leave no ftock 
for any kind of commerce. But, faid the 
Earl, you do not diftinguifli rights nor 
confider where the fallacy of yourreafon- 
ing lies. You talk of Scotland and Scots 
money, and do not refledfc that we ihall 
then be a part of Britain 5 England will 
be increafed' by the acceffion of Scotland, 
and both thofe names loft in that of Bri- 
tain : fo that you are to confider the good 
of that whole body, of which you then 
become a citizen, and will be much hap- 
pier than you was, by being in all refpeds 
qualified to pretend to any ofiice or employ- 
ment in Britain, and may trade or pur^ 
chafe in any part of the ifland. But, by 
your leave, my lord, let me 4iftingui(h 
plainly, and tell you, that if I make a 
^bargain for the people that inhabit the nor- 
thern part of this ifland, I ought princi- 
pally 
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pally to confidcr theinteneft of thofcwfat) 
ihaU COTtinue to live in that place, that 
they may find their account in the agree- 
menti and be better provided for than they 
are. For if the advant^es of getting em- 
ploymems, trading and purchafing in any 
part of the ifland, are the only thit^s to 
be confidered, all thefe may be as well ob- 
tained by any one who would chax^ge his 
counoy in the prefent ftate of things. 
And if in the union of fcveral countries 
tinder one government^ the pro^erityau^ 
happinefs of the difierent nations are^ not 
confidered, as well as of the whole united 
body, thofe that are inore remote from 
the feat of dae government i;vill be only 
jBade fub^f vient to the intereft of others, 
and thdr condition very milerable. On 
the other hand, befides our fifliery, which 
God and nature has given u$, together 
with the great privileges already granted 
to our African company, a diftinfit fove- 
j-eignty does always enable a people to xe^ 
tain ibme riches, and leaves them with*- 
«ttt ^^k if they do not rife to con- 

fiderable 
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iiderable wealth. So that if a fufficient 
provifion be made to prevent the exhaufb- 
ing of our money by the attendance of 
Sco^men at court, and to take away the 
influence of Englifh minifters upon our 
itffairs, no condition of men will be more 
happy^ For we (hall then bepdf&fTed 
of liberty ; ihall adminifter our own af- 
fairs^ and be free from the corruptions of 
a court ; we (hall have the certain and 
confkaixt alliance df a powerful nation, of 
the fame language, rel^on and govern^ 
ix^nt, lying between us and all enemies 
both by fea and kad^ and obliged in inte^ 
reft to keep perpetual peace and amity 
widi us. And this you cannot but allow 
to be a much happier condition, than atiy 
we ever could propofe to ourfclves t^ all 
the ptxije£ts of union that have hitherto 
been formed. Here the £ari endeavoured 
by many aiguments to (hew that our 
tountry wov^d be the place, wherp all 
Boanu^uStures, as well for the ufe of the 
whde ifland, as for exportation, would be 
made \>y reaiba of ^e cfaeapne& of living; 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



400 An Account of 

and the many hands that Scotland could 
furniik I faid the contrary was not only 
moft evident ; but that the union would 
certainly deftroy even thofe manufadures 
we now have. For example, the£ngli& 
are able to furnifti us at an eafier rate, 
with better cloth than we make in Scot- 
land: and 'tis not to befuppofed they will 
deftroy their own eftablifhed manufadhires 
to encourage ours. Corn, and all man- 
ner of provifions are cheaper and more 
plentiful in the fix northern counties than 
in Scotland. The number of our people 
was never fo great as commonly imagined, 
and is now very much dimini&xQd by the 
late famine ; by extraordinary levies of 
foldiers ; and chiefly by ill government, 
which having given no encouragement to 
induftry of any kind, has neceflitated great 
numbers of men to abandon the country 
and fettle themfelves in other nations, e^ 
pecially in Ireland. Befides, the natural 
pride of our commonalty, and their in- 
difpofition to labour, are in(uperable diffi- 
culties^ which the Engliih have not to 
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contend with in their people. But fore 
you will allow, faid the Earlj that a free 
commerce with England, and the liberty 
of trading to their plantationSj which can*- 
not be expefted without an union, muft 
be of incomparable advantage to the Scots 
nation, unjefs you will difown one of 
yoUr darling claufcs in the adt of fecurity^ 
My lord, faid I, the claufe you mean, is 
{daced there without the condition of an 
union 5 and your lordfhip cannot forget^ 
was brought in by the court as an equi- 
valent for all limitations, and in order to 
throw out another claufe, which declares 
that we would not nominate the fame 
fucceffor with England, unlcfs fufficient 
limitations were iirft cnadted. This was 
done to miflead the commiffioners of 
burroughs, who for the moll part are for 
any thing that bears the nanie of trade^ 
though but a fham, as this was. And no-* 
thing could be more juft than to turn it 
upon the court by adding both claufes ; 
which funk your party in the houfe for 
a long time after. For my own part, I 
D d cannot 
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cannot fee what advantage a free trade to 
the Englifli plantations would bring us, 
except a fanher exhaufting of our peo^ 
pic, and the. utter ruin of all our mer* 
fchants, who fhould vainly pretend to 
carry that trade from the Englifli. The 
ISarl, who knew the truth of tbcfe 
things, was unwilling to iiifift any \ongcr 
upon this ungrateful futged ; add thei-efore 
proceeding to another argument, faidthat 
when we (hall be united to England, trade 
and riches will circulate to the utmoft pari 
of the iiland 5 and that i could not be ig« 
norant of the wealth, which the remoteft 
corners of the north and weft of England 
poffefs. I anfwei^ed, that die riches, of 
thofe parts proceed from accidental caufes. 
The lead and coal mines, which employ 
fo much {hipping, enrich the nordi. The 
weftern pans of England, bcfides mines 
of tin and lead, have many excellent har- 
bours lying in the mouth of the channel, 
through which the greatfeft trade of the 
world is continually paffingi I defired 
him to confider that Wales, the only 
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ccfuntry ^ac ever had uoited with Eng^ 
land, lying at a lefs di^lance from London, 
and ^onfequendy more commodioufly to 
participate in the circulation of a great 
trade than we do, after three or four hun^ 
dred years, is ftill the only place of that 
Jdngdom, which has no confiderable com-f 
merce, though pbfTefled of one of the beft 
ports in the whole illand ; a fqfficient dc:* 
jnonftration that trade is not a neceflary 
confequence of an union with England, 
I added, that trade is now become the gol- 
den ball, for which all nations of the 
world are contending, and the occafion of 
fo great partialities, that not only every 
nation is endeavouring to poffef$ thetrado 
of the whole world, but every city to drav/ 
all to itfelf s and that the Englifh are no 
lefs guilty of thefe partialities than any o- 
ther trading nation. At thefe words Sir 
Chr— was pleafed to afk me what were 
thofe partialities in pomt of trade, of which 
the EngUfti were guilty, and towards what 
nations: that for his part, he accounted 
thern^ the frankeft dealer?, and the juftcft 
D d 2 traders 
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traders of the world. I faid I would not 
infift upon the ill ufagc of the Scots na- 
tion in their late attempt to fettle in Da- 
rien, nor enquire how far the late eredled 
council of trade did in that aflFair fecond 
the partialities of a court engaged in myf- 
terious interefts with France 5 but defired 
to know his opinion of the ufage their own 
colony in Ireland had received from them, 
and that he would excufe me, if I (hould 
let fall any exprefjion about that matter 
which mi^ht feem hard ; becauie in cafe 
he could give me fatisfadlion in this par- 
ticular, I fhould very much incline to an 
incorporating union of the two nations. 
He anfwered, that he was very indifferent 
what courfe the Scots (hould take in the 
matter pf an union, yet would not refufe 
to argue the point with me; and as to 
my queftion concerning Ireland, he iaid, 
he was of opinion, that a good meafure 
of ftriftnefs and feverity is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to keep them from the thoughts 
of letting up for themfelves, and pretend- 
ing to depend no longer upon England. 
2 I faid 
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I laid that fome late writers had underta- 
ken to prove by authcntick records, that 
the rektion of that country to England 
was founded rather upon a very ftridt uni- 
son than a conquefl. But certainly, though 
the native Irifli were conquered, your own 
colony was^bt; which yet you favoured 
no longer than till you faw them begin 
to flourifh and grow rich. And to fhew 
what we are to expefl:, if ever we begin 
to thrive, though never ib long after our 
union, I (hall give fome inftance pf your 
conduct towards Ireland in relation to 
traded A law was made that no tobacco 
ihould be planted either in England or Ire- 
land; and another, that no perfon, except 
of England or Ireland, might trade to the 
Engli(h plantations. Yet in the time of 
King Charles the fecond, great hardfhips 
and impediments were laid upon all thofe 
who fhould trade from Ireland to the 
Engliih plantations, though they were 
ilill obliged to obferve the law againft 
planting tobacco in Ireland. And till th^ 
time of thf late King no law was made 
D d 3 in 
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4n England for encouraging the wcbQeo 
tiianvifa6iure, but the like dicouragcmentb 
*^ere given to the people of frebnd Yet 
•during that reign a law was made, which 
f)rohibits the exportation of all wooUoa 
manufadtures from Ireland to foreign parts, 
land lays fo high a duty upon all that £baXL 
be importied from thence into England^ as 
amounts to a prohibition. I forbear to 
inention any other hardChips put upon 
^ofe of that country, and chidflythc Scots 
who are fettled in the northern parts, 
difiough that colony ftill increases, to our 
iofs and your advantage. You /peak of a 
<:pnquered nation, faid Sir Chv'^^-^j who 
liave no fovereign rightsbelongingto diencu 
I ipeak of a nation, faid I, who affirm 
you have no (hadoW of right to make laws 
for them 5 that the power which tht 
King's council has aillimed was gotten bjr 
furprize; and that their firft fubmiffion 
was founded on a treaty of union, which 
ftoW on account of (bme rebellions fup-- 
preded, is called a conqueft. Butiiire, as 
I &id before, you never concjuered your 
2 own 
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4wn colqny, md thiercfci;e ought to do 
xhei» fiiAiQS. Now if after an union with 
us the leaft ^omipodon ihould happen m 
^Qthndy fwppofe on account of cburdii 
^OFCfnineatv might we not jqxpe(a that 
th^ Tuppreflion pf this wouW jikewife be 
callc4 a conqueft, ^^d we or our pgfte- 
fky fee treated as a conquered people? 
^^ xmi ihere be a nv)re certain indication 
^ yvhat we may expert in point of trad^ 
from an unjpn, , than the ufag$ of the poftr 
^xi, who fettled in England and the plan- 
'^^tionp3 upon the faith of rights decla;:ed 
-and ratified by both houfesof parliansent. 
(<ppttfirn3i/ed )by the decifions of aJl your 
jCowrts, and affirmed by the I^d chief 
Jftftice Coke in the nioft hyperbolical 
.terms, .tobeaccording to common and all 
jlftw, /v^hich yet' have been wholly violated 
^d t^ieaaaway, even to the prejudice of 
j^ EngUih joation by the lofe of iuch ja 
-number, of people ? Thcfe, things fccm iti- 
^difpeniably to cequirc a guaranty, when 
idle two .parliaments come to be united, 
adhere yiPC naay poffibly have fifty votes 
D d 4 to 
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to five hundred, in a houfe already abound- 
ing fo much in partialities, that the mem- 
bers who ferve for one part of the idng- 
dom, are frequently found in oppofition 
to the reprefentatives of another, for the 
fake only of the particular intfereft of thdr 
own countries. Indeed, replied Sir Chr—, 
if your diffidence be fo great, there can 
be no union. Sir, faid I, if the matters 
of fa<a I mention are true, as I think they 
are undeniable, I am contented to make 
you judge of what we may expedl from 
the nature of the thing*, and genius of 
your people. In the firft place, what fe- 
curitycan a lefTer nation, yf\u.ch. nnkos to 
a greater, have, that all the conditions of 
union fhall be duly obferved, unlefs a third 
be admitted for guaranty of the agree- 
ment? And I fuppofe you would rather 
chufe to hear no more of an union, than 
that Holland or France fhould be the 
guarantees. True, faid hej but guaran- 
tees are only proper in treaties of peace 
between nations not united: Unions of 
4iations, efpecially incorppratbg unions, 
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of which we are fpeaking, fuppofe no 
breach of conditions ; and we do not find 
that the nations which were fo united to 
the republick of Rome had any guaran-* 
tees for their iecurity. Sir, faid I, the 
union of thoie nations, and their admi0ion 
to the rights and privileges of the city of 
Rome, could have no guarantees, beoiule 
they were noble conditions given by that 
wife and generous flate to nations they 
had conquered, and had in their power to 
ute as they pleafed : and if Ireland be yours 
kj conqueft, why do you not ufc them as 
well? 'Twill certainly be our intcreft, faid 
6ir Chr— , to obfcrvc the conditions on 
which we unite with Scotland. Do you 
think, replied I,, that you always follow 
your intereft ? I muft acknowledge, faid he, 
not always. Then, faid I, if at any time 
you ftiould depart from your true intereft 
In this matter, we {hall want a guarantee 
and find none; On the other hand, if the 
temper, conduft and inclinations of your 
pec^le be confidered, 'twill appear that^ 
except the union with Wales, which isftill 
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♦tteiKJed with ^eat impftrfe^TO mM itt-» 
eanvenieno^, they have n^cx fl^wn ^ 
leaft ^p(^ao» to waUc with ai^ Pthei 
nation, tho«^ fuch a$ eiftber ftood xipoo 
equal terms with .them^ or ddi ^ys they 
Qonquetedt or ieven plamecL Hc^xr your 
ookmies an Anattrka aire^ tneatc4^ is nrdi 
lagyowa toaJl^Hieo. Y^|g Aetr^opiUd »mie 
firkh Normandy^ which hM cosquMod 
yoiHi JBQT with any par; of Franqp ^S>at 
ypu had coiyjuered. But ^gm x)^%ef- 
^ions^ in' both were the i^odf^al qaij(& .of 
^w ^ppliion from thofe countries. ^^ 
could not .^nite with the iliajtcs ,of I|$)^ 
lan4 when England ufasMiJkewiiciiifcpijhT 
lick. And fince tjhe jtyne of rtte l?j^ tCr 
yplution, which was^caedby tiie afliftr 
anc^ of the ftates^ andila^^ejGb mvsm 
from utter ruin, you can hardly ^ocbiie 
the^ame of aDutc^n)an;faQd;hav!e ti]ea(e4 
them on>aJilipcca(}ftq5 wi«h^h/ciwriloi» 
expreffion^ «s are peculiar to the:geiifi^ 
rality of ypvr peqple. Aod if I tbiosAi 
but rtouch upon the u^age twccohtinudify 
apaeet wsith iioxa this nation, 1 %»id 

not 
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Tiot i)c6dlicved, if dl Europe l^efie not 
ibfficiendy informed <£ thieir hatred td 
4dl^fi!rftngers, ^nd inveterate malice againft 
^hte^eots. I know very well, that men 
k^f gravity and good breeding among yott 
•ate 4iot guilty of fcurrilous refleflioiis on 
toy inaticfn. Biit when We arc to cohfi- 
^ef tjie cafe in t|u<ftion, v^e iwtfft liave it 
^tift i^gard toiJie temper and general ffiP- 
jpoffition of the people. At thefc vvt>rds 
-Sk Edw-rd, all in a Bamej cries out, 
What e pother is here about an unioh 
^ith Scotland, of which all lihe advantage 
we (hail have, will be no more thanwhsft 
•a man ^et€ by marrying a beggar, a loufe 
for her portion ? Upon this I turned t6 
the Earl and Sir dhr— , and faid, that if 
Sir Edw-rd had fpoken thefe ivords in the 
lioufe of commons, I might not take nor- 
tice df therh, or quefldon his freedom of 
fpeedh in that place ; but fince he is pleafcd 
<to expnefe himfelf after this^ manner in a pri- 
^tie converiation, I (hall lifcewife take the 
♦liberty to faty, that I wonder he is not afraid 
fuch language (houM make us fufpea him 

not 
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not to be defcended of the noble izmily 
whofe name he bears. Sir Edw-rd going 
on with great paffionj What account faid 
he, fhould we make of Scotland, fo often 
trampled under foot by our armies? Did 
not proteftor Seymor at the battle of ^ui^ ^ 
cleborQUgh give you fuch a rout as de- 
ftroyed the beft part of your nobility and 
gentry ? And of late years did not the 
very fcum of our nadon conquer you? 
Yes, faid I, after they had widi our af. 
fiflance conquered the King and the nobi- 
\\xf and gentry of England: and yet that 
which you call a conqueft, was a diiputc 
between parties, and not a nztionzl quar- 
rel. 'Twas, faid he, infeparable from the 
fortune of our Edwards to triumph over 
your nation. Do you mean Edward of 
Carnarvan, faid I, and his viAory at Ban- 
nockburn? No, replied he, I mean Ed* 
ward the firft and third, whoie heroic ac- 
tions no princes have ever equalled. Surct, 
faid I, you do not mean the honour of 
the firft, or the humanity of the third io 
iignally manifefted at jSerwick: nor the 

murder 
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murder of WalUs by the firft Edward, or 
the poifonmg of Randolph earl of Mur- 
ray by the third, after they had both re- 
fufed to give battle to thofe heroes. Sir ^Jl. 

Chr — y whofe temper and gravity could 
not bear this upbraiding each other with 
old ftories, interrupted thef^ Tallies, and 
defired I would farther explain myfelf 
touching an union between England and 
Ireland. The better conditions you give 
them, faid I, the greater wifdom you will 
fliew. But you do not confider, faid Sir 
Chr—, that Ireland lies more commodi- 
oully fituated for trade, and has better har- 
bours than England ; and if they had the 
fame freedom and privileges, naight carry 
the trade from us. Ay, faid I, there 'tis: 
trade is the conftantftumbling block, and 
ball of contention. But do you think, 
that if Ireland, by a juft and equal union 
with England, ftiould encreafc in riches, ^ 

fuch an encreafe woulcTprove fo prejudi- 
cial to England, where the feat of the go- 
vernment is ? 
Certainly. 

Them 
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Then, faid I^ ^twete bec^r to exdudiB 
Ireland whdljr from trade ; for in ih^ 
cafe the trade of Ei^land wwW increaip 
by fo much as Irelaiul now po&0es; an4 
the power and riches of England con^edi 
at home wo^ld be ho longer m danger of 
paffipg mto any other natbo. 

I BEUBVE you may be i?i the right. 

You wHl certainly find me to be ^ /aid 
I, if in order to manage this new acqefii- 
on of trade, all the people of Ireland 
ihould be brought o¥er to England ; for in 
this cafe the value of England would in^ 
creafemuch more than can be expected to 
accrue from Ireland in the prejfent cir- 
cumftances of things, that country being 
frequently pot only unprofitable, but bur- 
deniome to England. 

I AGREE with you. 

But, faidl, if Ireland flbould be left 
without inhabitants, I fear the French 
King would take hold of the occafion, and 
poffcfs himiidf of the wholp country. That 
would only weaken him, faid be, who 
grafping at the pofleflion .of the Spanifli 

monarchy. 



Digitized by 



Google 



41 Converfatimj &c. 4^^ 

monarcby, fa&s m) number of people to 
llpatre. Bot^ faid I^ a port in the province 
pi Maimer fonear the entry of thechan^ 
^1, and bver-^gainft Breft> might be of 
Hfe to him^ tequke no great number of 
men t6 maintain, and be of the mod dan« 
gerous confequence to us. So that foK 
arguiti6nt fake we diuft fupppie Irelan4 
iiink in the fea s and then you will ceafe 
to fear either that they may fet up for 
thonielves, of carry away the trade fron^ 
England. And being poflefled of all their 
people and riches, you will be no longer; 
liable to the expence of defending that 
kingdom. From thefe fuppofitions, iaid 
he, the coi^fequence is juft. Do you noo 
think, continued I, that for the fame r^- 
fons it might be the intereft of England 
to bring the people of the fix northern 
counties into the fputh, provided that 
country could alfo be funk ? For trade will 
certamly increafe, and be more eafily ma-- 
naged, when brought within a lefs com- 
pafs. Befides, you would then have fo 
broad a ditch to fecure you againft the 

Scots 
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Scots^ that you would be rid of any trou-^ 
ble from them alfo. He could not but 
acknowledge the parity of reafon, and faid^ 
that if nature had made fuch a ditch from 
the beginning, the happinefs of England 
had been complete. I added, that Wales 
being a country inconfiderable either for 
foil or commerce, that people might be 
much more advantageoufly imployed in 
trading here than in keeping goats at home ; 
and your union with them become much 
ftrifter by bringing them nearer London: 
and then I think that country might like- 
wife be funk with advantage. Though 
you banter, /aid he, yet the coniequence 
will undeniably follow from your fuppo- 
fitions. And do you not think, faidi, the 
lame arguments would prove, that all the 
confiderable trade of the world might be 
brought into one city, and all mankind fo 
live within and about that place ? 

Perhaps. 

For what end then, faid I, did God 
create fuch vaft tradls of land, capable of 
producing fo great variety and abundance 

of 
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of all things neceffary and ufeful to men ? 
In order, I fuppofe, that thefe countries 
might, not be inhabited, and that man- 
kind might confine themfelves to iflands, 
ftrait, barren and unwholfome fituations^ 
dnd live« upon trade. Can there be a 
greater diforder in human afEdrs ? Befides, 
we know that iuch numbers of men did 
not meet together in morafles, and other 
inconvenient places out of choice \ but were 
£3rced and driven by die violence of ty- 
ranny to {hdter themfelves in difficult and 
inacceffible fituations, as is plain by the 
examples of Holland, Venice, Tyre and 
other cities : and when they were come 
together, they. were necdfitated, in order 
to fubfift, to apply themfelves to manu- 
fadure, navigation, and the like arts. 
But if the governments of the world were 
well regulated, and men might have the 
liberty of chufing, they would not be 
confined to fuch narrow, barren and un- 
wholfome places, nor live fo much at fea, 
or in the exercife of a fedentary and un- 
manly trade, to foment the luxury of a 
Ee few> 
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few; but would difperfe themfelves over 
the world in greater or leflfcr numbers, 
according to the goodnefs of the foil, and 
live in a more free and manly way, at- 
tended with a more equal diftribution of 
riches than trade and commerce will allow. 
Trade is not the only thing to be confi- 
dered in the government oi nations : and 
jufticc is due, even in point of trade, from 
one nation to another. For every good 
governnient has always encouraged induf- 
try, becaufe all mankind have a right to 
the fruits of their own labour. And on 
that account all governments which put 
difcouragements on the induftry of their 
fubjeds are not upon a right foot 5 but 
violent, and confequently unjuft. Soft 
and fair, laid Sir Chr— , the confequen- 
ces of thefe miaxims re^ch ferther than 
perhaps you imagine. We, muft not rely 
too much upon our own fpeculations, or 
think the worid can ever^be rightly go- 
verned; but muft take things as they arfe 
and confider the intereft of the fociety in 
which we live. And if any profitable. 
^ : '• trade 
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trade he in the pofleflion of: our neigh*- 
bourX we may endeavour to difpofleft 
them of that advantage for the good of 
our own fociety. Though this fliould be 
granted, faid I, yet you ought not to deny 
to a people, who tike Ireland live under 
your government,- the fruits of their in- 
duftry* This fure is great injuftice. 

Not at all, faid he 5 for as I told you, 
they may break with us, and fet up a di- 
ftind government in oppofition to our right, 
and perhaps with the ruin of this nation. 
What can tempt and provoke them fo 
much, iaid I, to do ioy as unjuft ufage ? 
But the iureft way, replied he, is, to put 
it out of their power to feparate from us* 
If fo, faid I, you muft dwn your way of 
governing that people to be an oppreflion; 
fince your defign- is to keep them low ancl 
weak, and not to encourage cither virtue 
or induftry . For the light of nature teaches, 
tha,t men ougHt not to ufe one another 
UQJuftly on aity account, much lefs under 
the fpecious pretext of government. But 
we have a right, anfwcred he, to ufe 
^^ Ee? thegd 
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ihein at diicretion, becaufe we have con- 
quered them. 

. Then you have a right to do injufticc. 
'Tis not injuftice, faid he, becaufe it 
is our right. And you do not confideT 
that things juft in themfelves, arc not al- 
ways fo in relation to government ; that 
the condition of human affairs heceflarily 
obliges thofc that govern, to attend the 
good and intereft of the whole jfociety, and 
pot to be over fcrupulous in doing exa(St 
juftice to particular perfons^ e^ecially if 
their intereft fhould bippen to be different 
from that of the community. And /or 
this reafoh fboiediuxicrics wAich are moft 
remote fromthcfeat of the government, 
ought not to expe(3: an equal participation 
9f liberty and. minMinities vdth thofe that 
Ue:aj leTstdiftance. For if thi^fjiould 
enjoy the fanae privileges, the fubjeaion 
of fuch n«bns could not be fecured. Y<m 
know that .wider the Roman government 
the libertib^'^nd ppvilcges of thof^ vvho 
lived in and^bom the city of Rome, were 
fer greater: than the reft of Italy eigoyed/ 

which 
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which yet was poffeffed of many more 
than any of the provinces. I doubt not, 
faid I, this order was very proper to re-- 
tain the dominion of the world in the 
power of one city. But I think thofe na- 
tions might have lived more happily under 
another kind of regulation ; and am fully 
perfuaded, that all great governments, whe- 
ther republicks or monarchies,' not only 
difturb the world in their rife arid fall ; but 
by bringing together fuch numbers of men 
and immenfe riches into one city, incvi^i \ 
tably corrupt all good manners, and make ; ;. 

them uncapable of order and difcipline, as \ 

you have already owned, and experience | 

has but too well demonftrated. Rome, \ 

the greateft of all, inceffantly difturbed ^ 

her neighbours for feven hundred years ; I 

and after the conqueft of almoft all the ^ 

known world, was corrupted by excefs of 
riches and power, andfpreadthe.infedion 
over all the parts of that empire, which 
at length brought in fo many barbarous 
nations, and caufed fo many wars and fo 
great effuiion of blood, that the world fuf- 
]g e 3 fere4 
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fcred as much by the overthrow and de- 
ftrudion, as by the rife and continuance 
of that mighty power. Yet, faid he, I 
think 'tis neceflary that a confiderable bo- 
dy of people ftiould be united under one 
government, and by that means enabled to 
defend themfelves againft a powerful ene- 
my, bccaufe by the fuccefsfiil ambition of 
fome men, we frequently fee great and 
formidable powers arife in the world, to 
the difturbance of all their neighbours. 
In that I perfeaiy agree with you, faid I. 
Pray then, replied he, what numbers 
would you allow in fuch a body of men: 
or rather, what extent of territory would 
you think neceffary to a right divilion of 
the world into feveral diftinft governments, 
fince you are fo much an enemy to all great 
and over-grown powers ? You feem willing, 
faid I, to confer fuch an office upon me, 
that thofe who do not know my name, 
will take me for a fecond Phaleg. Not 
to lay then too great a burden upon you 
at once, anfwered he, I defire you to ac- 
quaint us into what parts you would di- 
vide 
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vide Europe, moft commodioufly to ob- 
tain the true ends of government, I re- 
plied, that God and nature feemed to have 
marked out certain portions of the world 
for feveral great focieties of men ; having 
divided them from each other by feas and 
mountains, or fome remarkable difference 
of the foil and climate. The ifland of 
Britain and that of Ireland fcem convex 
niently fituated for one government: Spain 
and Portugal for another, becaufe they lie 
together in one compaft body, and are 
divided from the reft of Europe by the 
Pyrenean mountains. In like manner 
.France is contained within the Alpes, Jura, 
the Voge, the Ardennes and the Pyrenees* 
Italy is feparated from all other parts by 
the Alpes ; and the three adjacent iflands 
feem naturally to belong to that country. 
The feventeen Provinces, the circles of 
Weftphalia and lower Saxony, with the 
archbiflioprick of Cologn and kingdom of 
Denmark, feem commodioufly placed to 
be united under one government. The 
reft of Germany, with the Swifs Cantons, 
E e 4 and 



Digitized by 



Google 



4^4 "^ Account of 

and the provinces that lie between thofe 
countries and the Adriatick fea, might very 
well compofe another. Norway, Sweden, 
Finland, Liefland, and the northern parts 
(^H^^ of European Mufcovy, lying under the 
£^me climate, may be conveniently joined 
together. Poland, Pruffia, Lithuania, and 
the fouthcm parts of the European Muf- 
covy, with the little Tartary, mighc'Iike- 
wifebe properly united. The countries that 
lie to the north of Macedonia and Albania, 
and on the fouth of the Carpathian moun- 
tains, from Auflria, Stiria and Carniola 
to the Euxin fea, might be a ninth diftind: 
government, and Macedonia, Albania, 
Theflaly, Epirus, Achaia, Morea, Negro- 
pont, Candia, and the adjacent iflands, a 
tenth. And now I think I* may reft, and 
take breath after fo long a journey, leav- 
bg to any other the liberty of makbg the 
like through the other three parts of the 
world. What all this tends to I cannot 
imagine, faid Sir Chr— for by your di- 
vifion, pur own government would con- 
tinue to be of as great extent as now. 

You 
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You (hall know that, faid I, before we 
part. In the mean time, to juftify in fome 
meafure the reafonablenefs of this divi- 
fion, you may confider that almoft every 
one of the ten parts, into which I have 
divided Europe, fpeaksa language diftin£fc 
from all the reft, and that the people are 
generally of the fame temper and like dif- 
pofitions. Sir Edw-rd, impatient to hear 
a difcourie about fo many things and pla^ 
ces with which he is {o little acquainted, 
thought fit to interrupt us ; and direding 
his words to me; Sir, faid he, are you 
undertaking to teach us geography ? Elfe 
what can you mean by fuch a divifion of 
Europe ? Will you not allow, faid I, a 
private man to niake an imaginary divi- 
sion of countries ; when 'tis well known 
that a great king in the beginning of the 
laft age contrived one of the fame nature? 
and you do not yet fully know what ufe 
I (hall make of this divifion. You have 
led me into fuch a maze, faid the Earl, and 
raifed fo many new thoughts in me, that 
without regard to our former reafoning, I 

muft 
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muft purfiic fome of them. That which 
occurs to mefirft, is, that if governments 
fo equal in ftrength either on account of 
their riches or fituation, ftiould come to 
be eftablifhed, mankind might live in 
greater peace than they do: efpecially if 
thefe governments were by mutual alli- 
ances obliged to preferve the common 
tranquillity. But you are to obferve, faid 
Sir Chr — ^, the imperfeftion of this pro- 
jedl to preferve peace in the world. For 
though one or two of thefe governments 
might not dare to difturb and injure the 
reft, yet nothing can hinder one half of 
them from combining againft the other. 
And as fuch wars would be managed by 
a far greater number of forces than the 
prefent, mankind muft of confequence be 
made more miferable. The namre of hu- 
man afiairs is fuch, faid I, that a perpe- 
tual peace is not to be pref?rved among 
men ; yet certainly fome conftitutiops of 
government are better fitted to maintain 
the publick tranquillity than others. And 
in place gf the continual great and ruinous 

wars. 
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wars, which qucftions about the fucceffion 
of princes, and their ambitious dcfigns, 
have intailcd upon the world, things might 
be brought to lefs frequent contentions, and 
the publick animofities either prevented 
from proceeding to open breaches 5 or if at 
fome times wars could no way be avoided, 
they might be neither lafting nor bloody. 
If you can fliew, faid he, how fo happy 
a ftate of things may be introduced into 
the world, you will doithegreateftfervicc 
imaginable to mankind. For matters are 
now brought to fuch a pafe, that in every 
war almoft all Europe and America, with 
a great part of Afia and Africa become en- 
gaged. You are in the right, faid I ; and 
thefe univerfiil wars, as I may call them, 
which with little interruption have con- 
tinued more than thirty years, have (6 
diftrefled this part of the world, and occa- 
fioned fuch diforder in the affairs of men, 
that Europe is thought to be diminifhed 
a full fifth in value. For wars, befides that 
they are become univerfal, are now wholly 
managed by the force and power of money, 
I and 
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and by that means moft gricvoufly opprcfi 
and affi^ not only the places that are the 
theatres of affcion, but even the rcmoteft 
village and moft folitary cottage. And 
the French King having by the opprcffion 
of his fubjeds, and exa<ft economy of his 
aflfairs, been able to keep fuch great num- 
bers of troops on foot, has obliged the reft 
of Europe to a proportionable expence, 
and thereby made all wars by land at leaft 
twice aschargeable as formerly they were j 
and by fea to exceed all example. But to 
give you my opinion of this matter, I think 
mankmd might be beft preferved from 
fuch convulfions and miiery, if inftead of 
framing governments with regard only to 
a (ingle fociety, as I believe all legiflators 
have hitherto done, we (hould conftitute 
fuch as would be no lefs advantageous to 
our neighbours than ourfelves. You talk 
ftrangcly, faid SirChr— , as if our advan- 
tage were not frequently inconfiftent with 
that of our neighbours. I am of opinion, 
replied I, that the true intereft and good 
of any nation is ;hc (ame witfe dijit of any 

other. 
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other. I do not fay that one fociety ought 
not to repel the injuries of another ; but 
that no people ever did any injuftiee to a 
ncighbourmg nation, except by miftaking 
their own intereft. You talk, faid he, of 
ii^uftice, but I fpeak of advantage* If you 
go about, faid I, to take away by force 
any advantage that bebngsto a neighbour- 
ing people, you not only do injuftiee to 
them, but injure yourfelf by the example. 
Whatever the example be, replied he, the 
advantage will accrue to my country; Fch" 
the prefent, and in appearance, £iki I. But a 
citi^n in the fervice of his country, feid he^ 
» not obliged to the fime £:ruples as in his 
private affairs 5 and muft be true to his 
poWick truft, and take care that the com-^ 
mon wealth foflfer no prejudice. Then; 
faid' I, no man can be a good citizen of a 
j>articular commonwealth, and a citizen of 
the world 5 no man can be j true friend 
to his country and to mankind at the fame 
time. I confefs, faid he, this conclufion 
naturally follows: but we may not dif- 
penfe with the intereft of our country as 
with ourowrtj and you know, the^ precepts 

contained 
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contained in the feroion on the mount re^ 
late to the actions of private men. Do 
you think then, iaid I, that one nation 
cannot do injuftice to another ? Yes, 
anfwered he, when that which is done 
is to the prqudice of both. And do 
you not alCo think, faid I, that one na- 
tion may make an unjuft war againi): an- 
other? 

Yes. 

Then if your country ihould make fuch 
a war with fuccefs, they would have ac^ 
compUflied an unjuft defign. True, iaid 
he; but if thereby any advantage accrue 
to the nation^ this becomes an acquired 
right to the people, and ought to be de- 
fended by all thofe who are intrufted vdth 
the publick affairs. Now if aHferwards it 
JQiould happen, faid I, that fuch a neighs 
bouring nation {houl4 renew the war, in 
order to recover what they had loft, would 
that v^ar be unjuft on their part ? 

I THINK not. 

Then you lay a foundation as well for 
your neighbours to make a juft war againft 
you, as for your own nation to make an 

advantageous 
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advantageous war (which you fay is not 
unjuft) againft them. This fure is far 
from the defign of abolifliing wars fo far 
as may be poflible. By what other means 
then> faid he, may we hope to obtain this 
good end? The moft effectual way, re- 
plied I, is, that all fuch governments as 
are of a fufEcient force to defend them* 
felves, fhould be rendered either uncapa- 
ble or unfit to make conquefts. For the 
ambitious defires of men to encreafe their 
dominions, have always been the princi- 
pal caufe of difturbing the peace of the 
world. 'Tis impoffible, faid Sir Edw-rd 
S— m-r, to take away that natural and ge- 
nerous inclinauon which is found in the 
bcft of men, to extend the empire of their 
country; efpecially among us, who have 
fuch great examples in our hiftory to en- 
courage us, and fo noble and populous a 
oscy i which by being fituat^ near the 
fputh-eaft point of the iiland, lies as con- 
veniently to comnumd the north of France, 
apd all the Low Countries, as the three 
kingdoms. But Sir^ faid I, do you approve. 

what 
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what Sif Chr— - has faid, that wars aire 
to be aboliflied by all poiiibk means } Sup* 
pofe Ido, faid he; yet how can fo ftrong 
an inclination^ found not only in particu^ 
lar men, butfometimes in the whole body 
of ^ people, be altered ? If the dominibns 
of a ftate, &id I^ might not be encreafed 
by conqueil. 

How is that^poffible ? 

If, for oAmple, faid I, every one of 
thofe ten portions of Eurq>e, I mentioned 
before, had ten or twelve fovereign cities 
well fortified within its territories, each 
of them poffefling and gova^nmg the ac^^ 
centdiftrift: fuch a government Arengtfr* 
ened with forts in paffes, iand other con- 
venient places, might be very capable to de* 
fimd itfelf, and yet altogether unfit ibr con* 
quefL 

Why fo? 

B£CAt7S£, faid I, a conqueft divided intd^ 
' < twelve parts would be of little account, 

diey could not be madeacyacent to the fe- 
veral<:ities to which they ought to belong. 
Bot, (aid he, fiKh conquered places niight 

be 



A 



Digitized by 



Google 



a Con'Oerfationy &c. 433 

be governed in common to the advantage 
of the whple union/ That, replied I, 
would be like a pofTeflion in common, for 
which no man has any particular affecti- 
on, and on that account lies always neg- 
lefted. But you talk, faid Sir Edw-rd, of 
fovereign cities ; I fancy you mean repub- 
licks; which is nothing to us, who live 
under the benign influence of monarchy. 
You may fuppofe thofe cities, faid I, to 
be the capitals of fovereign and indepen- 
dent kingdoms or countries. For of fuch 
fovereignties united under one monarch we 
have many examples. And the prince may 
either keep his court in each of them fuc- 
ceflively ; or, which is better, refide in the 
country, and permit no more buildings 
about his palaces than are abfolutely he- 
ceflary for his domefl:icks, and the dijP- 
patch of publick bufinefs, and not to har- 
bour a crew of lazy, profligate and vici- 
ous wretches, fit only to render his court 
a mere link of corruption, and a femina- 
ry to propagate all manner of vice through 
the whole nation. So that we may pro- 
Ff • ceed 
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ceed to reafon concerning the excellmcy 
of thofe gOYcrnments, which eoniifl of 
divers fovcreignties united for their com- 
mon defence, whether cities or kingdoms; 
whether independent already, or to be 
made fo in order to put fuch a defign in 
eicecutioo ; whether governed by a prineo, 
or by a great council of delegates. But 
certainly, faid he, if thefe diftind /bvc- 
Kignties were incorporated under one head 
aad city, Aioh 9 government would be of 
glwter force. If y<M mean, faid I, to di- 
durh their own peace, and that of their 
i^hbour^ I grant your afiertion. 
. Hqw fo ? 

You muft acl«K)wledge, laid 1, that a 
gr€at city is mare> tufOttltuous and difor^ 
der^y,^ and thfr^fcye mox^ capable of dtfc 
turbin^ i(;s own peace than fmall ones, 
andpiuch mor? violently inclined tocon^ 
quier other countrie?, be^Ktufe better able 
to retain the cpnqueft. But fur^, j&id hc> 
if divers fmaU fby^^iitie^ vfexc united 
iijnder one princ^j, bis authority vwiuld bet^ 
tef pr^^rve pe^Q among them, than if 
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tbcy were governed by a council of d«W 
gat€$, which in my opinion is only proper 
to fet them together by the ears. I am 
very glad, faid I, that you think fuch 
united governments more fuitable to mo-^ 
narchie$ than to commonwealths 5 for if 
that be true, th«re will be gr»ter hopes 
of introducing them into the worR And 
indeed a prince feems much more fitted 
to be at the head of fuch a league> than a 
council, as to thie military part, in which 
principally fuch an union has occafion to 
«m its pow^. So that I have nothing 
nsore to do than to prove that fuch go^ 
vernm^ts are of all others the beft to pre-i 
ferve mankind, as v^ell from great and 
deffaiidive wars, as from corruption of 
manners, and moft proper to give to eve« 
ry part of the world that jiift (lure in the 
government of thonfelves whidi is due 
to thorn. Ifyoucanprove, faid Sir Chr~«i«»^ 
what you undertake, I (hall have no more 
to fay. 'Tis indeed, faid I, a mod fur«- 
pri2di^ thing to me, that not only all 
thofe who have ever a^lually formed go 
F f 2 verjiments. 
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vcrnments, but even thofc who have writ-*^ 
ten on thatfubjedt, and contrived fchemes 
of conftitutions, have, as I think, always 
framed them with refpeft only to particular 
nations, for whom they were defigned, and 
without any regard to the reft of mankind. 
Since, as they could not but know that 
every fociety, as well as every private man, 
has a natural inclination to exceed in every 
thlhg, and draw all advantages to itfeli; 
they might alfo have feen the neceffity of 
curbing that exorbitant inclination, and 
obliging them toconfider the general good 
and interef): of mankind, on which that 
of every diftind: fociety Aots m a great 
meafure depend. And one would think 
that politicians, who ought to be. the beft 
of all moral philofophers, (hould have con- 
fidered what ia citizen of the world is. 
*Tis true, ibthething like a confideration 
of the common good of mankind, appeared 
in the conftitution of the Achaian league • 
and if any of the antients ever had a 
right view in this affair, the founders of 
that government were the men. But the 
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mighty power of the Roman common- 
wealth opprefled them in the very in- 
fancy of their eftabliftiment, and fo de- 
prived pofterity of a perfedl knowledge 
of the tendency of that conftitution, Moft 
governments have been framed for con- 
quefts J that is, to difturb the peace of 
mankind : though I know that fome were 
lefs fitted for conqueft than others, as the 
ariftocratical. But there was nothing e- 
ven in thofe conftitutions that could fuffi- 
ciently reftrain thedefire of enlarging their 
dominions, though no way formed to 
that end -, which has frequently brought 
great calamities upon many of thofe go- 
vernments, as the examples of Venice and 
Sparta demonftrate. Inthelaftof which 
the wife legiflator having formed the man- 
ners of the people for war, and the confti- 
tution altogether unfit to retain conquefts, 
I would willingly perfuade myfelf, that he 
defigned thefe two things fliould balance 
each other, in order to keep that people 
always exercifed to arms, and yet not 
give them the occafion of rifing to 
F f 3 fuch 
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fiich a height, as Would Inevitably preci- 
pitate them into ruin. And this, I think, 
ihould have been obvious to all legiflators, 
that v/hoever contrives to make a people 
very rich and great, lays the foundation 
pf their mifery and deftruftion, which ia 
a ftiort time will neceflarily overtake them. 
For filch vicifEtudes of human afiairs are 
as certain asthofe of heat and cold in the 
revolution of the year ; and no condition 
xli men, or publick fbcieties, is durable 
and lading, except fuch as are eftablilhed 
in mediocrity. Now in fmall governments 
laws may be duly executed, and the man- 
ners of mtn in a great mealure preferved 
from corruption : but becaufe fuch govern- 
ments are not of force fufficientto defend 
themfel ves^ a confiderable number of them 
ihould be united together for the common 
fafety j by which union and league they 
vnR. be enabled to refift a powerful inva- 
fion, and yet remain uncapable of concjueft. 
The three kingdoms of Scodand, England 
and Ireland, may ferve for an example of 
this : \idiich, though Jimated on iflands, 
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af^yct ifl theit prefent ciOiiditiQil feipofed 
to th6 fkte of a fittgle battle, if a gr^at 
atnaiy of enemies could be landed neat 
Loiidoft. But if good forts wefe efe<Sed 
itt the iflbft coiiliderablfe pafffe 5 aftd twel vt 
cities with all the fea-ports well fortified^ 
the lofs of many battles would not de^ 
f ermine the matter. And confidering that 
Out naval force might in a great meafuffe 
intercept the fupplies of the enemy^ wfe 
ttiight defend ourfelves agaiAft all out 
neighbours. And as fuch a conftitutioift 
would be altogether unfit to mokft thenii, 
fo it would give thena little encourage*- 
tjient to difturb our peace. At this rate, 
faidSlrGhr^-ii-i if we ftiould continue lohg 
in peace, and unaccuftomed to war, we 
might become a prey to the firft invader. 
I anfwercd^ that I did ftot think Wi ought 
to be whoUy iineoftcerned in the a]lairs<)f 
the continent j but that fuch a conftitu- 
tion "f^Duld certainty keep us from the Ahi\^ 
get bi making conquers abroad, which 
in the prefent ftate of things afiy ambiti- 
ous prinee may attempts OOf ifeilifia's 
Ff4 might 
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might be ufefuUy and honourably imploy- 
ed in aflifting our neighbours to form the 
like leagues on the continent j and a gra- 
dual propagation of fuch excellent govern- 
ments would become eafy, when mankind 
fliould be convinced of the great happi- 
nefs and fecurity they would enjoy by liv- 
ing under them. And though thefe leagues 
might poifibly at fbme time make wars 
upon one another on'occafion of a fudden 
pique, or to take revenge for fbme un- 
neighbourly action; yet fuch wars could 
not be lailing, becaufe nothing but hopes 
of makmg acquifitions and conquefls can 
make them fo. And as to the advantage 
of having twelve cities governing them- 
felves, happily and virtuoufly, inftead of 
one great vicious and ungovernable city, 
I leave it to your confideration, who have 
fo judicioufly (hevvn, that great cities do 
not only corrupt the manners of their 
own inhabitants, but thofe of whole na- 
tions, and deftroy all good, government. 
Cities of a moderate extent are eafily go- 
verned, and the example and authority of 
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one virtuous man is often fufEcient to 
keep up good order and difcipline ; of 
which we have divers inftanccsm the hit- 
tory of the Grecian republicks: whereas 
great muhitudes of men are always deaf to 
to all remonftrances, and the frequency of 
ill example is more powerful than laws. 
But, faid Sir Chr— ^, to reduce London 
within the compafs of the old walls^ feems 
a thing imprafticable. This difficulty will 
be removed, replied I, when this city {hall 
be only the capital of the neighbouring 
counties, 'Twill be thought injuftice, faid 
he, to remove the- feat of the government 
from a place which has been fb long poflefl^ 
cd of that great advantage. The injuftice, 
faid I, has been greater, that one place has 
fo long enjoyed thofe profits which ought 
to have been divided among the confiderable 
cities of the nation. I am afraid, faid he, 
that all endeavours to difturb the affairs of 
fo great a body of people, only out of a re- 
mote profpedt of bettering their condition 
by a new regulation, may fall under the 
imputation of folly: and that men would 
think it hard to be plunged into fuch diffi- 
culties. 
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culcieS) as fo great a change would necef^ 
fitrily occafion. &r, faid !> if a French King, 
when he is in peace with other natiom, 
fliould fuddenly attack us with his whole 
power, how can we refift him in our pre* 
ient condition) having no fortified cities, 
and the great fe&t of all our riches and 
power exposed to the Very firA infult of the 
invader? One would think fuch a people 
were predeftinated to ruin. Yoii talk of the 
fidily and hardlhip of putting ftien into feme 
difficulties 1^ a new regulation of their af- 
fairs, and feem not to cohCidcr how much 
more cruel a thing it Would be to fiiiib: 
theie nations to he inQaived by a fotGign in^ 
vafion, or inevitably lofe their liberty by 
that corruption of manners which thisvi- 
cix)U3 and profligate city difFufes into every 
part. I did not forefee, fkid Sir Chr— , what 
ufe you would make of my complamt a^ 
gainft the depravation of mannt^s that 
reigns in this town, but acknowledge the 
confequenceyoudrawtobejuftj andthtt 
. if we defign to diminifh the corruption, wt 
mufl leflfen the city. What vifions have we 
here, faid Sir Edw-rd ? defboy the greateft 
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4nd moft glorious city of the world to pro- 
fecute a whimficial projecfl! Sir, replied I, 
you have heard what I have anfwered to 
Sir Chr. — ; andbefides, do you not think 
the remoter parts of England injured by 
being obliged to have recoiirfe to London 
for almcJft every thing, and particularly for 
Ju^ce? Do you not think them wronged, in 
that almoft all the treafure of England is 
yearly kid out in this place, and by that 
means the fubftance of the other parts ex- 
haufted, and their rents and revenues dimi- 
nilhed ? This, faid he, is of little impor- 
tance to the nation, fo long as they continue 
to rife in the counties that lie neareft to the 
capital. I do not know that, replied I, but 
am of opinion, that if inftead of one,we had 
twelve cities in thefe kingdoms pofleffed oF 
equal advantages, fo many centers of men^ 
riches and power, would be much more 
advantageous than one. For this vaft city is 
like the head of a ricketty child, which by 
drawing to itfelf the nourifliment that 
fliould be diftributed in due proportions to 
the reft of the languilhing body, becomes fo 
0vpr-charged, that frenzy and death un- 
avoidably 
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avoidably cnfuc. And if the number of 
people and their riches would be far greater 
in twelve cities than now in one, which I 
think no man will difpute; and that thefe 
cities were fuch as are fituatcd in conve- 
nient diftances from each other, the relief 
and advantages they would bring -to every 
part of thefe kingdoms would beunfpeak- 
able. For example, if the people of York- 
fhire or Devonftiire were not obliged to go 
farther than York or Exeter to obtain juf- 
ftice, and confequently had no occafionto 
w Ipend money out of thofe counties, how 
1 foon fhould we fee another face of things in 
both? howfbon would they douhlQznd tre- 
ble their prefent value? ThatLondon (hould 
draw the riches and government of the three 
kingdoms to the fouth-eaft corner of this 
ifland, is in fome degree as unnatural, as for 
one city to poflefs the riches and govern* 
ment of the world. And, as I faid before, 
that men ought to be difperfed over all 
countries in greater or lefler numbers ac- 
cording p the fertility of the foil 5 fo no 
doubt juftice (hould be adminiftred to all 
In the moft convenient manner that may 
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be;, and no man be obliged tofeek it at an 
inconvenient diftance. And if the other 
parts of government are notalfo commu*^ 
nicated to every confiderable body of men ; 
but that fome of them muft be forced to 
depend upon others, and be governed by 
thofe who refide far from them, and little 
value any intereft except their own, ftudy- 
ing rather how to weaken them in order 
to make fure of their fubjedlion 5 I fay, all 
fuch governments are violent, unjuft and 
unnatural. I fhall add, that fb many diffe* 
rent feats of government will highly en- 
courage virtue. For all the fame offices 
that belong to a great kingdom, muft be 
in each of them ; with this difference, that 
the offices of fuch a kingdom being always 
burdened with more bufinefs than any one 
man can rightly execute, moft things are 
abandoned to the rapacity of fervantsj and 
the extravagant profits of all great officers 
plunge them into all manner of luxury, and 
debauch them from doing good: whereas 
the offices of thele lefler governments ex- 
tending only over a moderate number of 
people, will be duly executed, and many 
2 men 
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inen have occafions put into their hands of 
doing good to their fellow citizens. So maay 
different feats of govcrnnient will h%hly 
tend to the improvement of all arts an4 
(cienccsi and afford great variety of enter- 
tainment to all foreigners and others (^ a 
corious and inquiiitive genius, as the an- 
cient cities of Greece did. I perceive now, 
iaid Sir Edw-rd, the tendency of all tlm 
difcourfe. On my confcience be 1ms con- 
trived the whole fcheme to no other end 
than tofct his own country on an equal foot 
with England and the reft of the world. To 
tell you the truth) faid I ; the infuperablc 
difficulty I found of making my country 
happy hy any odier way, led me infenfi- 
Uy to the difcovery of thefe things; which,. 
if I miftake not, have no other tendency 
than to render, not only my own country, 
but all mankind as happy as the imper'- 
fcdions of human nature will adroit. For I 
QOnfidered that in a ftate of Reparation from 
Eng)land, my country would be perpetually 
involved in bloody and deftru£tive wars. 
And if we ihould be united to thatkingdom 
in any other wanner, w* muft of neceflity 
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fjtll Vinder the mifcrablc and lahguifliing 
eondiyon of aU places t;h^t depend upon 
a remote feat of government. And pray 
whexe lies the prqjudicei if the three king^ 
A)ms were united o« fo equal a foot, as for 
ever to take away all fuijpicion and jealoU"^ 
iy of feparation? that virtue andinduftry 
might be univerfally incouraged, ajad every 
p^t contribute chearfuHy and indue pro^ 
portion to the fecurity aud defence of this 
Vnion, which will pre^rve uifo eflPeQually 
from thofe two great calanaities, war and 
corruption of manners. This is the only 
juft and rational kind of union. All other 
CJoalitions are but the unjuft fubjeaion of 
one pecple to another. H^e I ftopgedi-but 
^fter fome paufe finding the reft of the 
company filent, I continued to fay, that J 
wcwld not pretend to determine whether 
each of the portions into which I had di- 
vided Europe, fhould be confined to the 
prccife number of twelve cities : though 
poflibly if there were more, they might be 
fubjedt to fome confufion; and if not ib 
many, would not anfwer the end i^ That I 
would not determine whether they fhould 
^ . altogether 



Digitized by 



Google 



'448 An Account of^ &c. 

altogether cbrifift of cities that are already 
confiderable, as in thefe iflands are London, 
Briftol, Exeter, Chefter, Norwich, York, 
Sterling,^nvernefs, Dublin, Cork, Gallo- 
way, Londonderry; or whether fome other 
places more conveniently fituated for 
ftrength, and more capable of fortification, 
might not rather be of the number. But 
this eafy divifionof territory I think indili- 
penfably neceflary, that to every city all the 
next adjacent country fliould belong. 1 
was going on to open many things concern- 
ing thefe leagued governments, when a fcr- 
vant came to acquaint us that dinner was 
let on the table. We werenobly entertained, 
and after dinner 1 took leave of the compa- 
ny, and returned to my lodgings, having 
promifed to meet them again at another 
timetodifcourfe/artheron the fame fubjeft. 

My lords, I /hall add nothing to this ac- 
count, being perfqaded that fo long a narra- 
tion has already fufficiently tired you. 
I am. 

Your moft humble fervant. 

F IN I S. 
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